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NOTICE. 



This volame will be sent to the Clerks of the several ootinties in the 
State, to be by them distributed as follows: 

To each Goonty Superintendent, two volumes. 

To each County Clerk, one volume. 

To each County Treasurer, one volume. 

To each Township Clerk, one volume. 

To each District Director, one volume. 

These are all public property, and should be delivered by the holders 
to their successors in office. The copy received by any Director in a 
district having a library, is required by law to be deposited in said 
library. 

Every eflfort in my power was made to obtain the Inspectors' reports 
in season, whereby this, my eighth Annual Report, .might be in print 
before the expiration of my term of office ; but without avail. It was 
barely ready to go to press at that time; and the supervision of the 
printing and distribution has been tlirown upon my successor, who 
kindly consented to perform the labor. 

If every Director would have his report made out so as to present it 
at the annual meeting, as he should do, (and it would take him no 
longer to prepare it then than at a future time,) and forward it to the 
Town Clerk immediately after the meeting, as the law requires, there 
would then be time for the Town Clerks to have any errors that may 
exist rectified before the meeting of the Inspectors on the first Saturday 
in October; and before the middle of October every Inspector's report 
in the State might be in the hands of the State Superintendent. There 
is no good reason why this should not be the case ; but the fact is, they 
come straggling along through the months of November and December, 
and even then, net a few are obtained only by writing expressly for 
them; and some fail to come at all. ^ 

The law, section 54, requires the Director to deliver his report to the 
Township Clerk ** at the end of school year;" (and said end is not four 
weeks long) ; and section 79 requires the Inspectors to make their report 
on the first Saturday in October ; and the Township Clerk to forward 
the same immediately to the County Superintendent or County Clerk, as 
the case may be. 

I trust that these suggestions will meet the eye, and *' sjnk into the 

heart" of every school officer in the State. 

O. HOSFORD. 
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Lansing, December 15, 

To the Honorable the Legislature of the StaU of Michigan : 

In accordance with the provisions of the laws of the State, 

I have the honor herewith to submit the Annual Keport of the 

Department of Public Instruction, and the accompanying 

documents, for the year 1872. 

I remain, very respectfully, 

Yours, etc., 

OEAMEL HOSFOED, 

Superintendent of Public Instruction. 



REPORT. 



la making this my last report, I am naturally led to review 
the whole period of my oflBcial service, and note the changes 
that have taken place during that time. 

I entered upon the duties of the office, Jan. 1, 1865. The 
report of my predecessor showed the number of children 
between the ages of five and twenty years, to be 280,772. The 
whole number attending school that year was 215,736. The 
yalue of school-houses and lots was $2,085,372. The number 
of graded schools was 123. The whole number of, qualified 
teachers was 8,816. The whole amount paid for teacher's wages 
was $591,335 33. 

Such are some of the leading statements, concerning the 
condition of the schools at that time. 

The following statement shows their present condition: 
The number of childi'en between the ages of five and twenty 
years is 405,026.* The whole number attending school 
the past year is 303,212. The value of school-houses and lots 
is $7,469,296. The number of graded schools is 292. The 
whole number of qualified teachers is 11,642. The whole 
amount paid for teacher's wages is $1,658,891 54. 

The comparison of these statements, shows a constant and 
exceedingly gratifying progress made for the last eight years. 
The amount invested in school buildings and school property, 
has nearly quadrupled : There being but a little more than 

*Tlii8 incladcs 1,121 reported last year in 11 towns whose reports have not yet 
been received. 
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♦^,000,000 reported in 1864, and $7,469,296 in 1872. The 
increase of children has been an average of 15,532 annually. 
In 1866 there was an increase of 22,683. The increase 
of property in the State may be estimated by the increase 
of the two-mill tax. This tax has nearly doubled within 
this i)eriod. The primary school fund has been increased only 
about $50,000. There is a limit to this increase, and we are 
slowly reaching it. The school libraries have received but 
meager additions. The number of volumes in these libraries 
in 1864 was 154,927; and at this date, there are scarcely more 
than that number now to be found in all the school libraries of 
the State ; and these are confined to a very few schools. The 
withdrawing of ^the annual appropriation to the library fund, 
proved a death blow to the township and district libraries. If 
this could have been <;ontinued, although it was but a small 
allowance for so important a purpose, there woujd now be thou- 
sands of libraries of well selected bbpks, and although compari- 
tively few in number, they would be of great service to many of 
the youth, now destitute of valuable books to read. The benefit 
of a good library to a community, is not appreciated. It was 
asserted that the books were but little read, that they remained 
on the shelves covered with dust, and were only a burden upon 
the town. There may be some ground for this charge ; but 
there were those who read, and were glad to do so ; and the 
number was increasing. If, instead of taking away the very 
small contribution for library purposes, upon which their life 
depended, there had been some oflBcer appointed who should 
have the permanent care of the library, and he could have been 
furnished with the necessary means of taking care of it, not 
many years would have elapsed, before their influence would 
be seen and felt. I can scarcely conceive of anything that 
could be done, that would be of more value to a community, 
than to open to the people a good library of well selected books ; 
a library that should be not only permanent, but every year 
receiving fresh additions of the best publications. 
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If we are to hope for an intelligent community — the people 
in any true sense educated, — we must do more than to provide 
schools to teach the rudiments of an education, then turn the 
youth out to float off wherever the tide may carry them, with 
no means of mental improvement, with nothing to profitably 
occupy their leisure moments. Fill our land with libraries of 
History and Biography; with Geography as gathered from books 
of travel; with works on the various sciences; with poetry and 
general literature, and let the youth form a taste for reading 
them. It would not require the ken of a prophet to predict, 
with certainty, the future of such a nation. But the taste will 
not be acquired without the books. 

-The objection is a very poor one, that is offered against fur- 
nishing libraries, that there are but few that have any desire to 
read. Create the library, place before the youth entertaining 
books, and a taste for reading will be formed. It will be of little 
use to teach children to read, if they are to have nothing to read 
after they have learned. An enlightened public opinion is 
essential to the prosperity of this government, — without intelli- 
gence and virtue there is no certainty of the perpetuity of the 
government. The strength of a State consists more in its wise 
and good men, than in great wealth or vast armies. Wealth 
and arms, if under the control of ignorance and vice, will 
work the destruction, rather than secure the safety of any 
people. A jurist of great reputation has said : ** The mobs, 
the riots, the burnings, the lynchings, perpetrated by men of 
the present day, are perpetrated because of their vicious and 
defective education, when children. We see and feel the havoc 
and revenge of their tiger passions when they are full-grown > 
but it was years ago when they were whelped and suckled.^ 
Just in proportion to the ignorance of the masses, we may 
expect " Ku Klux Klans," "Tammany Rings,'' and « Dark Cir- 
cles" of whatever name, whose whole purpose is to prey upon 
the community at large, whatever their professions may be. 
Many of the various clans are restless, unprincipled men, with 
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minds unoccupied, and they go upon these predatory excur- 
sions as much for the excitement, as for anything else. Fill 
up the leisure hours of children and youth with that which is 
valuable, and which shall make them thoughtful and consider- 
ate, and you will have valuable citizens. 

"Legislation can find no nobler object of attention than to 
wisely provide for the best education of the hundreds of 
thousands of children now in our midst, and those yet to follow ; 
for if we do this faithfully, we may rest our heads quietly upon 
our dying pillows, with the confident assurance, that in this 
particular we have conscientiously done our part for the future 
moral and intellectual well being of the State, and the perma- 
nency of our free institutions." These are the words of one 
who, when living, enjoyed the fullest confidence of the Ameri- 
can people, and though now dead, all revere the name of 
Lafayette. 

One of our own educators once said: "The people of this 
great republic, have no more native and inherent ability to 
exercise wisely the privilege of voting, than they have to pre- 
dict, without instruction, and yet with unfailing precision, the 
return of a comet or the occultation of some bright star in the 
heavens. All these are powers, to be unfolded and enlightened 
by culture, which qualifies a free people for their political 
duties, and they must be generous and comprehensive." 

It has ever been the policy of not only the General govern- 
ment, but of our State government, to foster education. The 
first Governor, in his fii*st message, says : " Ours is said to be 
a government founded on intelligence and morality; and no 
political axiom can be more beautifully true. Public opinion 
directs the course which our government pursues, and so long 
as the people are enlightened, that direction will never be mis- 
given." Again afterward, he says : " Every free government is 
called upon, by a principle of self preservation, to afford every 
facility for the education of the people. The liberty of a people 
cannot be forced beyond its intelligence." Another of our 
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Governors said: "If any political axiom be better established 
than another^ it is this; that no republic can long exist, unless 
intelligence and virtue predominate among, and characterize 
the great body of the people." 

These statements are referred to, to remind the reader of what 
the sentiment was that animated those who labored to establish 
our educational system. The importance of general intelli- 
gence is not overstated in these various utterances. 

But how shall this general intelligence be secured? Is it 
sufficient to establish schools throughout the State, that give 
but the rudiments of an education ? These schools will be of 
immense service. Many of the pupils from them will continue 
to read and study after they have left them, and will become 
virtuous and intelligent men. A little learning will not be a 
dangerous thing in the republic, but these schools will not 
accomplish all that was hoped and designed by their founders. 
The establishment of public libraries formed a part of the 
system. Intelligence comes from reading, and thinking ; and 
from social intercourse. The introduction of a good library 
into a comn^unity will, in a little time, change its whole char- 
acter. In some of the cities and large towns, special attention 
has been given to collecting libraries, and already they contain 
thousands of the choicest volumes. The pupils in the schools 
where these libraries are found, during their course of study, 
form the habit of reading, and when their course is completed 
they will not cease to read, if the opportunity is offered them. 
Some action should at once be had, looking to the re-establish- 
ing of district or township libraries, and making certain annual 
appropriations to secure their continuance and enlargement 3| 

Among various changes recommended by my worthy prede- 
cessor, in his last report, was that of school supervision. He 
says: "A thorough and efficient system of supervision of the 
school interests, by a body of county superintendents, is much 
needed. It is needless to add arguments to those advanced in 
former reports, for this change. It is a shame for us to adhere 
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to the almost useless and farcical system of township inspeot- 
oTBf while our sister States, all around us, are rejoicing in the 
new and wonderful impulse given to their school systems by 
the adoption of this wiser and better plan of county super- 
vision/' 

The Legislature of 1865, to whom this appeal was made, did 
not see fit to make the change so earnestly requested. The 
ofl5ce of County Superintendent was, however, created in 1867, 
and we have now had an experience of nearly six years, as to 
the value of the system. In regard to the results, no one will 
claim that they have been entirely satisfactory. The great 
good that was hoped for, has not in every case been realized ; 
and the reasons are most obvious. 

From the first, the change has met violent opposition. In 
some counties no care has been taken in the selection of a man 
to fill the oflSce. Men utterly incompetent have been elected, 
for the express purpose of making the oflRce unpopular. Good 
and worthy men, after entering upon the discharge of their 
duties, have been crippled by having their salaries reduced to 
the minimum that the law allows, and the days they could 
be employed reduced to the least possible number. Under 
these circumstances it is not to be wondered at, that the best 
results have not always been secured. In those counties where 
the superintendents have not been looked upon as intruders, 
where they have been allowed all the time they have desired, 
and have received a compensation suflBcient to enable them to 
devote their whole time to the work, most satisfactory results 
have been secured. Indeed, I do not hesitate to say, that in 
every county in the State •the schools are in a much better 
condition than they would have been under the old system of 
supervision ; and in those counties where the superintendent 
has been carefully selected and generously treated, the change 
is very manifest ; and most of the opposition at first felt to the 
system, has disappeared. 

Many who were doing a good work for the schools, have 
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found themselves under the necessity of resigning, their sala- 
ries being reduced so low that they were not able to continue 
in the office. In the larger counties, there are so many schools 
to be visited, the superintendent has not time, even if he 
should devote to visiting every day that he has to spare from 
other imperative duties, to call upon all during the terms of 
school. 

For the most efficient supervision it will be necessary 
to divide these counties, or allow the superintendent to employ 
a deputy. The system has been sufficiently tested to satisfy 
every fair minded man, who has given attention to its work- 
ings, of its value and efficiency. N"o one can attend a gather- 
ing of the teachers as they meet in institutes and associations, 
who was accustomed to meet them in former years, and not be 
struck with the marked improvement they exhibit. There is 
more earnestness manifested, and more intelligence. Often 
are expressions heard like these: "Schools under the care of 
such teachers must be good;" "I was not aware that we had so 
fine a class of young men and women in our county ;" " I am 
more proud of my county and State than ever before." 

Another indication of the value of this system, is the 
increasing interest felt by the people, in the schools. A better 
class of teachers is demanded. It is true that there are some 
who grumble at the higher wages that have to be paid, yet 
most are satisfied, provided the school is a good one. 

The general call is for good teachers, and the people expect 
to pay higher wages for them, and are willing to do so. 

The great improvement visible in the school-houses and the 
school grounds, furnishes unmistakable evidence that some 
responsible person is looking after the interest of the schools. 

Schools must improve under the careful supervision of a 
competent man. 

The thorough examination of teachers, and a constant watch 
over them, and the various suggestions given to school boards, 
2 
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must result in great good^ giving rich harvests of far more 
yalne than all the cost of obtaining them. 

THE EDUCATION OF TEACHEES. 

Although the Normal School is doing a great and noble 
work, as it has ever done^ and exerting a quiet influence that 
is but partially appreciated, yet it is impossible for one school 
to do all the work of preparing teachers for all the schools. 
In the proper place I propose to show what the Normal School 
has been doing, and what it is still doing for the educational 
interests of the State. But as we have toward ten thousand 
teachers to provide for the schools, the Normal, though con- 
stantly filled to its full capacity, could instruct but a small 
part of the teachers the schools require. 

The special demand is for qualified teachers for the district 
schools. 

The University and Normal School, together with the vari- 
ous Colleges, are supplying the higher grade of schools with 
thoroughly comi)etent teachers, but it is difQcult to find a 
suflBcient number of properly trained instructors for the large 
number of districts. 

These are the schools that deserve special attention. The 
idea is prevalent that it does not require a teacher of culture 
and experience to take charge of a school that is " very back- 
ward.'' This expression is frequently made: "Almost any 
one is able to teach our school ; there are no advanced scholars 
in if The same may be said of these schools year after year. 
They make little or no advancement, for the reason that 
entirely incompetent teachers are employed. 

This is by no means as general as formerly, for many have 
learned the difference in the progress made by the schools 
taught by competent instructors, and those who are incompe- 
tent, and then they demand good teachers. How shall they 
be trained for their work ? Many of the Union Schools have 
training classes during a part of the Autumn term. From 
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these classes hundreds go to their work, if not thoroughly 
prepared for it, yet greatly benefited, and qualified to give far 
better instruction, and to manage their schools better than 
they otherwise could have done. 

The frequent change in the principals and teachers of these 
graded schools is not only an injury to the schools, but pre- 
vents them from exerting that influence over the teachers in 
their immediate vicinity which ought to be exerted. This 
kind of work will continue to be done by these schools, and 
much good will result from it. K Normal Departments could 
be established in the various Colleges, located as they are in 
different parts of the State, under the immediate supervision of 
the State Board of Education, and the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction, so far as primary schools are concerned, 
it would be equivalent to establishing so many Normal schools ; 
and these departments being under the direction of permanent 
teachers, with a full course of instruction, large numbers of 
teachers would be thoroughly trained for all grades of schools. 

THE TOWKSHIP SYSTEM. 

Nothing 'has attracted the attention of other States to the 
educational system of Michigan more than the large number 
of Union or Graded schools, and they are exerting a very gen- 
eral influence over our educational interests. 

These schools were formed by uniting several districts into 
one, enabling those who had the supervision to thoroughly 
grade them, and to introduce the principle of the division of 
labor, which has long been applied in the mechanic arts, with 
great advantage. The expectations of those who urged the 
formation of these schools, have been fully met. No one would 
think of returning to the old district system. These schools 
are confined to the cities and villages. It is believed that the 
system, in a somewhat modified form, may be introduced with 
great benefit, in the more thickly settled farming districts, by 
forming the schools of a township into one, under the direc- 
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tioD of one board of ofiScers. In the cities and villages, it is 
found necessary to have ward schools for primary and inter- 
mediate pupils; the same would be found true, if the plan 
here proposed were introduced. A regular course of study 
could then be laid down, and most of the pupils could be 
induced to complete it, — more in proportion, it is believed, than 
are found to pursue it in the villages and cities. It is painful 
to see how many of our youth in the country fail to improve 
the comparatively limited advantages gijen them for mental 
culture. 

But few of them think of attending school, except two or 
three months during the winter, after they have reached their 
thirteenth or fourteenth year, and during these months com- 
paratively little advancement is made. There is no course of 
study for them to pursue, and they spend their time to little 
purpose. If a given plan could be marked out, and they found 
themselves every year advancing in a given course, they 
would realize that they were accomplishing something, and 
would be encouraged to complete it. 

If each township had a central school for the more advanced 
pupils, in which those branches at least usually pursued in the 
Grammar Department could be taught, and a course adopted 
which should entitle those completing it to receive a cer- 
tificate, numbers would be induced to prosecute many 
branches of study they now entirely omit. . 

THE HIGH SCHOOLS. 

No little excitement has arisen in some places, from the 
discussion of the question of the legality of public High 
Schools. The claim has been made that this department 
formed no part of the school system, recognized by law, and 
that all taxes imposed to raise money to sustain these schools 
were illegal. It is claimed to be unjust to sustain such a 
school. The law contemplates that such schools should be 
self-supporting by charge of tuition. The law merely provides 
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• 

that every child shall be educated up to a certain point, but it 
makes no proyision by taxation for giving instruction beyond 
the ordinary English branches, and the school boards exceed 
their powers in providing for High Schools at public expense. 

It is also contended that these boards have no right to 
employ superintendents and pay them from the public money; 
that they had not only created the oJ95ce, but had abdicated 
the power conferred upon them by the people to the person 
appointed to the illegal office ; and that although the Legisla- 
ture has the power to confer the .right of voting a local tax 
to support a primary school, since Sec. 4 and 5, Art. 13 of the 
Constitution imply this power, yet they cannot give authority 
to vote such tax for High Schools. These two sections, it is 
said, require the Legislature to provide for and establish a 
system of primary schools defined as free of charge, for tuition, 
and all conducted in the English language. 

The English language is one language ; all in that language 
embraces the whole; it follows that instruction in a primary 
school, must be conducted in one language only, and that the 
English. If it were possible to teach another language by the 
exclui^ion of the English idiom, it would be excluded from a 
primary school, because it necessarily includes instruction in 
two languages, which the word all inhibits. For primary 
schools thus defined, the Legislature may grant in addition all 
the franchise, all the Legislative and administrative powers its 
wisdom may dictate, but they must be impartial, running 
alike to all. 

The primary school fund is an inviolable fund, and public 
property, in which all have an interest and right. The two 
mill tax is a uniform tax, implying 'a uniform distribution. 

Special corporations are forbidden for any purpose but muni- 
cipal. School purposes are not municipal. The powers and' 
privileges conferred on school districts by general law embrace 
corporate, as defined by the Constitution. It follows that any 
law running only to districts having a specified number of 
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scholars, is a special law, re-incorporating or creating special 
corporations^ and outside of a system, the Legislature is 
required to provide and establish in every district in the State ; 
and, consequently, there is no more authority conferred on the 
liCgislature to authorize a local tax for the support of such 
school, than there is to support colleges or seminaries. 

An inspection of the act for the relief of school districts, 
page 1217, Sec. 12, Compiled Laws, 1871, will show that it 
grants powers identical with those conferred upon colleges and 
theological seminaries, and are competent to drive the EngUsh 
language from a school district, and, therefore, repugnant to 
the spirit of the Constitution of the State. And so far as the 
several other sections provide for the assessment of taxes for * 
building school-houses in which such schools may be kept, as 
are specified in Sec. 12, it is a direct infraction of Art. 4, Sec. 
39, of the Constitution. 

Chap. 137, Compiled Laws, is an attempt to legislate for 
two objects under one title, viz : a Graded High School and a 
Primary School. This is forbidden to the Legislature. Sec. 
3 grants all the powers necessary to conduct a theological or a 
dancing school, or an ordinary college ; and if construed as a 
part and parcel of the fourth section, is a monstrosity in a 
government like ours. It is an independent act, and if incor- 
porated into the act for Primary Schools, it would be invalid, 
as a misnomer, making provisions repugnant to a Primary 
School as defined by the Constitution ; and so far as the 4th 
section provides for referring to Sec. 24, of primary law, for 
power to certify a tax, etc., it is a bold infraction of Act 14, Sec. 
14. So far as the whole act grants legislative and administra- 
tive authority to the trustees of a district, it is repugnant to 
Sec. 38, Art 4, by complication. 

KECAPITULATION. 

An inviolable Primary School Fund and an inviolable 
University Fund imply a dividing line. Usage has never 
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reqaired higher qualifications for teachers in primary schools 
than those specified in instructions to county superintendents, 
viz: Orthography, Beading, Writing, Grammar, Geography, 
and Arithmetic. Instruction in these branches must be in 
the English language exclusively. The Legislature has 
imposed all other education on the University Fund. The 
income from one cannot be diverted to perform the work of 
the other, without a breach of faith to the United States, 
pledged before the State became the custodian of the fund. 

For strictly primary schools, there is no limit to form or 
manner in which they shall be constructed and maintained, but 
these provisions must stop when primary instruction ends, and 
the University and its branches commence their work. Until 
these branches are provided, an intermediate course cannot be 
supported by local tax or otherwise; because there is nothing 
in the Constitution expressed or implied giving this authority. 
The State has never attempted to raise such a tax for any of 
the State schools. N"o schools form any part of the State 
system, but those under the control of the State, except the 
primary, and these must be taught by a licensed teacher. 

I have given this full statement of the views held by not a 
few citizens of the State, and the ground of the opinion 
expressed, that the attention of the Legislature might be called 
to the subject, and that they might have a definite idea of the 
ground of the objections made to the High Schools, as now 
established and maintained. 

K these statements were mere rumors or complaints made 
by thoughtless men, who were dissatisfied with the tax they 
had to pay, they would not be worthy of the least notice ; but 
since they come from men of character and standing, who 
have a repuiation as lawyers, and who profess to have given 
the subject careful consideration, I have deemed it best to call 
the attention of the Legislature to the subject. If the Legis- 
lature has no power to authorize the establishing and main- 
taining of high school departments in our graded schools, it is 
high time that it was known, that the power may be given. 
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I do not propose to discuss this question, as this is not the 
place to do so ; nor do I propose to express even an opinion in 
regard to it. All must see that it is a question vital to the 
interests of onr schools, and indeed to the whole school system. 
To attempt to make the high school departments self-sustain- 
ing hy charging tuition/ would be to at)olish them. Our 
graded schools, without the high school, would soon fall back 
to the condition of the district schools, and the whole system 
would be shorn of its unity and glory. 

I am satisfied that the founders of the system designed to 
have this link supplied, and expected that these schools would 
form a part of the general sj^stem. It is true that the attempt 
was made to meet the want, by establishing branches to the 
University, and paying a part of the expense from the if niver- 
sity fund; the rest was to be raised by local tax ; the buildings, 
at least, were to be erected by the counties in which such 
branches were establised. The right of local taxation was at 
least so recognized at first; but when the grant for the Uni- 
rersity was found to be insufficient for the University alone, 
the branches were discontinued, and high schools were organ- 
ized as departments of the graded school. 

This, in short, is the history of the whole question, and the 
matter is left with the Legislature to determine whether the 
body has transcended its powers in authorizing these schools 
and directing in regard to their management and support, or 
not. 

FKEE SCHOOLS. 

By an Act, approved April 3d, 1869, the public schools of 

the State were made free to all pupils within the limits of the 

district N"o act pertaining to the schools has been received 

. with greater favor by the people. The collecting of rate bills 

j was a great annoyance to school officers, as well as to those 

i^ who paid them. The fact that the rate bills were to be assessed 

after the public money was expended, operated disastrously 
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upon many schools. A very slight cauae was sufficient to 
iuduce people to remove their children ; anything that if cold 
aD9wer for an excuse, was all sufficient. This was especiaUy 
true of those who found it difficult to meet the bills. The free 
sehoolaare a great relief to the poor, and by many of them highly 
priced. The effect npon the general attendance is marked. 
The nnmheri^ in the school are not diminidied, aa formerly, 
when the dreaded rate bill was thought to be increasing. It is 
believed that no petition will ever be presented, asking for a 
repeal of this law. 

COMPULSORY EDUCATION. 

Notwithstanding the fact that the schools were all made free, 
and books furnished to those unable to purchase them, yet 
there were those in almost every neighborhood, so indifferent 
to the well-being of their children, that they would make no 
effort to avail themselves of the privileges offered to secure for 
them a good education without cost; and thousands of 
children were allowed to run the streets without occupation, 
growing up in stupid ignorance. 

Many tax payers complained of this state of things. They 
were taxed, they said, to pay for the school houses and to sus- 
tain the schools, to educate the children. It was claimed that 
the good of the State demanded the education of all the people. 
They admitted the claim and most willingly paid their pro- 
J)ortion of the tax, although they had no children to educate. 
The school houses were built, and the schools were opened and 
continued, term after term, and yet many children were found 
in the streets, never going near the school. 

The demand was made, that either the lawmaking the 
schools free, should be repealed, or the children should be 
compelled to attend them. The demand was felt to be a just 
one, and the law was passed, " That every parent, guardian, or 
other person in the State of Michigan, having control and 
charge of any child or children, between the ages of eight and 
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fourteen years, shall be required to send any such child^ or 
children, to a public school, for a period of at least twelve 
weeks in each school year, at least six weeks of which shall, be 
consecutive* unless such child or children are excused from 
such attendance by the Board of the school district in which 
such parents or guardians reside, upon its being shown to their 
satisfaction that his bodily or mental condition has been such 
as to prevent his attendance at school, or application to study 
for the period required, or that such child or children are taught 
in a private school or at home, in such branches as are usually 
taught in primary schools, or fiave already acquired the 
ordinary branches of learning taught in the public school."- 

The moral eflfect of this law was very manifest. Many 
children found their way to the school room, not waiting to be 
compelled to attend by the force of the law. The final results 
can only be determined by the faithfulness with which the 
law is executed. The law is sufficiently exacting to meet all 
cases ; and if there is any failure, it must be in its vigorous 
execution. Some, in attempting to enforce the law, meet with 
this difficulty ; parents are not only willing, but anxious to 
send their children to school, and do so; but the boys, partic- 
ularly, are disposed to truancy, and the parents having little 
control over them, it is very difficult to keep them in school, 
and the question is asked, "Cannot the compulsory law be 
supplemented with a law for incorrigible truancy ?" 

In my last Eeport I referred to the laws for truancy in 
Massachusetts, and will insert here one of them. "Any minor 
convicted of being an habitual truant, or any child convicted 
of wanderiug about the streets or public places of any city or 
town, having no lawful occupation or business, nor attending 
school, and growing up in ignorance, between the ages of 
seven and sixteen years, may, at the discretion of the justice 
or court having jurisdiction of the case, instead of the fine 
mentioned in the first section'' (which was a fine not to exceed 
twenty dollars for a breach of such laws as any town or city 
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might enact to prevent truancy), " be committed to any insti- 
tution of instruction, house of reformation, or suitable situation 
provided for the purpose, under the authority of the first sec- 
tion, for such time, not exceeding two years, as such justice 
or court may determine/* 

It may be found necessary -to adopt some law of this kind 
in this State. The street school which these truants attend 
furnishes ample facilities for all the pupils. The exercises are 
varied and attractive. The groceries, the bar-rooms, the 
billiard rooms, filled with tobacco smoke and fumes of whisky, 
where men indulge in gross profanity and low, vile conversa- 
tion, and where the ribald songs are sung by drunken men 
with fetid breath, are just the places in which to educate our 
youth for deeds of shame and violence. Those who graduate 
from them are ready to enter the ranks of those who war upon 
society. From these come the murderers, highway robbers, 
burglars, horse thieves, assassins, drunkards, and vile, debased 
debauchers. This whole numerous horde are non-producers 
that must be supported, and society at large have them to 
support, not in the most economical way ; but these wretches 
prey upon society like wild beasts, their whole course is destruc- 
tive and wasteful — all the industries of the country are com- 
pelled to contribute to their support. The police army must be 
kept to guard the property of the industrious, and the toilers 
must pay them for Watching. The courts must be maintained, 
with all the cost of prosecution and defense, of jury and 
witnesses, and the producers must pay it all ; the criminal has 
nothing, for he is a public pauper, and those that labor must 
pay for jails and prisons and their support, for the criminal 
must be kept at public expense. In this state of things we 
may well ask if society has nothing to say about the schools 
that train this immense class of harpies to prey upon it. 
If there are youth who will not willingly attend schools which 
will fit them to become useful and honored citizens, shall 
they not be made to do so ? If a truant law can be enforced 
it should at once be enacted. 
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The government that will not tax itself to secure the intel"» 
ligence and virtue of its youth will be compelled ta impose a 
triple tax to restrain its men from vice or punish them for 
their crimes. 

The Spring and Autumn series of Teachers' Institutes were 
held as follows : 

SPRING SERIES. 

Otsego, March 25 

Almont,---- April 1 

Flushing, ** 8 

Vicksburg, ** 15 

East Saginaw, « 22 

Corunna, " 22 

AUTUMN SERIES. 

Lapeer, August 19 

Lansing, ^' 26 

Saugatuck, " 26 

Ithaca, October 7 

Dundee, ^* 14 

Ypsilanti, " 24 

Coldwater, « 28 

Schoolcraft, •* 28 

Olivet, - _ November 4 

Bun- Oak, " 11 

Mount Pleasant, December 3 

The average number in attendance was 75. The earnest 
attention given by the teachers to the various exercises showed 
no diminution, but rather an increase, of the interest manifested 
in past years. 

NORMAL SCHOOL. 

The Normal School was never in Oi more prosperous con- 
dition than during the last year. The number of students has 
been 446. It has been the earnest purpose of the Faculty to 
make the professional work the leading characteristic of the 
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iBohool. The Prinoipal and the Professor of Elemental^ Teach- 
ing ha^e giyen special instraction in the application of the 
principles of pi^chology to the science of teaching. In addi- 
tion to this the different professors have given particular atten- 
tion to the methods of teaching and have conducted their 
classes in accordance with what they helieved to be the best 
methods. In this way the principles discussed by those whose 
special work it is to instruct in the philosophy of teaching, 
have been illustrated by the others in the daily exercises of the 
class-room. 

The year has thus been one of steady advancement in all 
the departments of the school. Notwithstanding the efforts 
made to mar the confidence which the public have hitherto 
placed in this school^ there was never a year when the students 
of this institution were more earnestly sought than the present. 
The demand for teachers from the Normal School, both grad- 
uates and under-graduates, has been far greater than could 
possibly be supplied. More than one hundred and fifty of the 
pupils in attendance the last year, including the graduates, 
have been teaching the present year. It is believed that this 
institution was never exerting a wider or more healthful 
influence over the schools of the State than at the present 
time. 

STATE BEFORM SCHOOL. 

The Board of Control of the State Seform School report 
that the year has been one of unusual prosperity. The 
hygienic condition of the school has been most remarkable. 
There has been but one death during the year, and that from 
consumption ; beside this, two or three rather severe cases of 
lung disease, and two fractures of bones, complete the list of 
caees demanding the physician's care. The physician in his 
report says : "This extraordinary healthy condition of the school 
is due to the unceasing attention, good judgment and care 
of both Superintendent and Matron." 
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The report refers to the great lack of education among the 
boys when admitted. Many of them have been detained in 
the School after they had by their diligence and good conduct 
attained a standing that would admit of a discharge, in order 
that they might receive that instruction which would enable 
them to take an honorable position in society ; instruction that 
they ought to have received before coming to this Institution, 
and which would doubtless have saved them from ever 
becoming members of the Reform School. 

The report strongly urges the repeal of the law 1867, fixing 
the minimum age for boys to enter the school at ten years. As 
the school is designed to be reformatory in its character, the 
whole plan and purpose of all its arrangements is to secure 
reformation — not to administer punishment. The claim is, 
that there is more hope of checking evil tendencies, and pre- 
venting the formation of evil habits, by having the boys sent 
to the school at an earlier age, before they have been schooled 
in iniquity. Being allowed to spend the years from five to 
ten in the great street school, constantly nungling with the 
vile and wretched, busy in their practices of petty crime, form- 
ing their habits of vice, and fixing them, it becomes well nigh 
impossible to eradicate them, and save the boys to society. 

The report takes the right ground, if the proper school was 
provided for the younger class of boys ; and such a school 
should most assuredly be established by the State. We may well 
learn a lesson from the old Spartans. If they wished to train 
youth for men of war, the tender boy was taken from his home 
and placed in the training school and left there, to grow up 
under the stem influence which made him athletic and gave 
him power of endurance and skill in the use of weapons of 
war. If we would have good citizens reared from the vagrants 
and homeless boys of our cities and large towns, let us take 
them from the streets and place frhem in schools, where habits 
of industry and cleanliness shall be formed, where 'm^ral 
instruction shall be constantly given them. The question of 
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expense has but little to do in this matter. This class of boys 
we have among us ; we cannot throw them off; and so far as 
the financial question goes^ it must be stated thus: Which 
will cost less — to educate these boys in a school provided for 
them, or to take care of them after they have secured their 
training in the great, free, street school ? Let the cost of jails 
and prisons answer ; and more than this, the loss of the pro- 
ductive power of the great criminal class must be taken into 
the account. These are not producers, but hang, like enor- 
mous leeches, upon the State and nation, and are supported at 
immense expense in all their destructive, wasteful course, 
before reaching the prisons. 

Either there should be a separate school, or a separate' 
department for the younger boys, and they should be kept ia 
school until their habits become fixed, or they have secured 
a good English education. 

The following tables will show the standing of all the boys 
now in school, and their scholarship when admitted : 

READIiq^G. 

When Admitted. 

Who did not know the Alphabet 27 

Who could read in Primer - 26 

Who could read in First Eeader _ .39 

Who could read in Second Eeader 59 

Who could read in Third Eeader 40 

Who could read in Fourth Eeader 15 

Who could read in Fifth Eeader 12 

*Total - 218 

Present Standing. 

Who read in Primer - 4 

Who read in FirstEeader 27 

Who read in Second Eeader 34 

*Many boys now reported in the advance department did not know their letters 
when admitted. • 
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Who read in Third Eeader 44 

Who read in Fourth Eeader 4S 

Wlia read in Fifth Eeader 61 

Total 218 

WBITIKO. 

When Admitted. 

Gonld write their own letters 46 

Goald not write letters 172 

Total 218 

Present Standing. 

.Can write their own letters 138 

Cannot write their letters 85 

Total ^18 

ARITHMETIC. 

When Admitted. 

Who knew nothing of Arithmetic 99 

Who could count 72 

Who studied Intellectual Arithmetic 31 

Who studied Practical Arithmetic •- 16 

Total 218 

Present Standing. 

Who study Primary Arithmetic ., 79 

Who study Intermediate Arithmetic 76 

Who study Practical Arithmetic 63 

Total 218 

GEOGRAPHY. 

When Admitted. 

Who knew nothing of Geography 184 

Who had studied Primary Geography 18 

Who had Studied Common School Geography 16 

Total , 218 
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Present Standing. 

Who study Common School Geography 25 

Who receive oral instruction and use outline maps 193 

Total 218 

DETROIT HOMEOPATHIC COLLEGE. 

This institution was organized during the present year. 
The immediate cause which led to its formation was the fail- 
ure of the Regents to provide instruction in the State TJniver- 
fiity in this system of medical practice. 

The Legislature passed an act several years since providing 
for instruction in the Homeopathic system to be given in the 
University. Those having the supervision of the University 
found that this system was so contrary to and inconsistent 
with the system already provided for and established, that to 
attempt to carry out the provisions of the act would endanger 
an important department of the University, and, therefore, 
took no steps to provide for the new system. 

The iWends of Homeopathy were not satisfied. Each 
session of the Legislature furnished the occasion for renewed 
petitions. Their persistance resulted in securing advice to 
establish the College outside of Ann Arbor. An effort was 
made to establish a College in Detroit, which led the Regents 
of the University to pass the following resolution : 

" That we approve of the ejfforts that are being made to 
establish a Homeopathic Medical College at Detroit, to be 
eventually connected with the University ; and when we are 
authorized to make it a part of the University by law, with 
proper provisions for its support, we will administer its affairs 
to the best of our ability." 

Thus encouraged, the friends of this system organized the 
College, and the ^^ announcement " was soon made that Courses 
of Lectures would be given in the different departments of 
Medical Science, commencing March 18, 1872, and continuing 
until the 27th day of June following. A full course of instruc- 
4 
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tion was given in all branches of Medical Science, and the 
usual degree of Doctor of Medicine was conferred upon nine- 
teen candidates. Thirty-three students were matriculated for 
the first course, one fifth of whom were ladies. It is a prom- 
inent feature of the College to admit women on the same 
terms and conditions as men, and extend to them all the 
advantages of the institution. 

The second session of the College opened the 6th of Novem- 
ber, 1872, and will continue four months. Although the term 
has but just opened, forty-two students have matriculated, and 
the prospect is that the number will be increased to fifty or 
sixty. 

Thirty thousand dollars have been secured as a basis for 
establishing the College. 

The College building is situated on the corner of Woodward 
Avenue and the Campus Martins. 

TRUSTEES. 

L. Younghusband, C. H. B. Kellogg, Andrew B. Spinney, 
E. R Ellis Francis X. Spranger. 

OFFICERS OP THE COLLEGE. 

President — Lancelot Younghusband, M. D., L. L. D. 
Treasurer. — Charles Merrill, Esq. 
Secretary. — Erastus E. Ellis, M. D. 

FACULTY. 

L. Younghusband, M. D., L. L. D., 
C.H.B. Kellogg, M.D., 
Erafltus E. Ellis, M. D., 
Cornelius Ormes, M. D., 
Lucy M. Arnold, M. D., 
Andrew B. Spinney, M. D., 
Francis X. Spranger, M D., 
E. H. Chase, M. D., 
Isaiah Dever, M. D., 
William B. Silber, A. M., Ph. D. 
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albiok college. 

The report of President Jocelyn shows Albion College to be 
doing a snccessful work, with a large number of pupils, and a 
full faculty of nine Instructors. 

The assets of the College amount to 159,567 31 ; and the 
Endowment fund to 197,424 60. To the latter it is expected 
that $60,000 will be added by David Preston, Esq., of Detroit, 
during the coming year. 

HILLSDALE COLLEGE. 

This College has enjoyed more than its usual prosperity 
during the last year. The number of students in attendance 
is large, and all matters connected with th^ College are such 
as indicate the vigorous condition of its various departments. 
The growing interest of its friends is shown by their willing- 
ness to contribute to its funds and labor for its prosperity. 

The Trustees have adopted a plan for securing an addition 
to the endowment fund of 135,000, and from the favor with 
which the plan is received they are confident of its complete 
success. Valuable additions have been made to the library 
and apparatus of the College. 

Summary of the officers and students: 

FACULTY. 

Teachers 15 

STUDEisrrs. 

College proper, Gentlemen 102 

" " Ladies 95 

Preparatory Department, Gentlemen 184 

" " Ladies 240 

Theological Department 13 

Commercial " 206 

Music 73 

Art 26 

Total in all departments, deducting those counted more 
than once 606 
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OLIVET COLLEGE. 

The report of the President represents this College as enjoy- 
ing its nsnal prosperity. A larger nnmber of students has 
been in attendance than for years past. The friends of the 
College are rapidly mnltiplying and their interest in its 
(raooess increasing. Every year gives evidence of progress, 
and those more immediately concerned with its daily work- 
ing are hopeful as to the future. 

An effort is being made to largely increase the present 
endowment, which promises to be successful. The sum pro- 
posed to be raised, a large portion of which is already pledged, 
will relieve the College from all embarrassment, and yield an 
income sufficient to meet all current expenses. 

FACULTY. 

Instructors ^ 13 

SUMMARY OF STUDEKTS. 

College — 

Classical course 29 

Scientific course 33 

Ladies' course 31 

Ladies' Elective Studies 11 

Preparatory — 

Normal course 25 

Classical course 54 

English course 69 

Ladies' Preparatory course 80 

Whole number of gentlemen 183 

Whole number of ladies 124 

Total 307 

KALAMAZOO COLLEGE. 

The report of the President of Kalamazoo College shows the 
present condition of that institutipn. The funds of the College 
remain as reported last year with the exception of a bequest of 
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id^i5i20^ the income of which is to be giyen in aid of indigent 
atodisats. 

FACULTY, 

Instnxetors . - 10 

STUDENTS. 

flTMJiiflitea 3 

Chdlege— 

0«utlemen.. 26 

Ladies 14 

Psq^aratory — 

Getttlemen 117 

Ijadies 90 

Total 247 

THE STATE UNIVERSITY. 

The ]?eport of the Board of Begents represents the University 
as.en||Q^g its usual prosperity. No important changes have 
occurred during the year. A larger number of students have 
been in- attendance than during any previous year. 

Unii9ersity HaU, the corner stone of which was laid on Oom- 
mencement day of IS?!^ has been so far completed that it is 
used to some extent. The appropriation made to build it has 
I»o?ired insufScient to complete the work^ although the great- 
est* care has been taken in all the expenditures. This Hall 
has a front of 347 feet, and its dome rises 140 feet, presenting 
a very imposing appearance. The additional appropriation 
needed to finish the Hall will doubtless be made without the 
least hesitation. 

The President's report presents some exceedingly valuable 
statements. One is that the desire is almost universal among 
the under-graduates to complete some of the prescribed 
courses. Students are allowed to elect their courses of study, 
OP to. pursue simply whatever branches they may choose, 
whether they belong to a specific course or not. It is interest- 
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ing to see how macy who enter the University to pursue cer- 
tain elective studies change their purpose before completing 
these studies and enter upon some regular course. Of the 
students in the Academic department, 4G per cent are Olassi- 
cal, 19 per cent in the Latin and Scientific, 35 per cent in 
Scientific. The number of women who have entered the Uni- 
versity during this year is nearly double what it was last 
year. The number last year was 34, viz. : 2 in the Law Depart- 
ment, 18 in the Medical Department, and 14 in the Academic 
Department. This year it is 64; there being 3 in the Law 
Department, 33 in the Medical Department, and 28 in the 
Academic. The number found in the several classes is as fol- 
lows : Seniors 2, Sophomores 7, Freshmen 13, in select courses 
6. Of the graduates in the Medical Class last April six were 
women. One graduated with the Law Class, and two gradu- 
ated with the Class in the Academic department. 

The results of this attempt to educate the sexes together in 
the University have been most gratifying. The President 
says : " The young women have addressed themselves to their 
work with great zeal, and have shown themselves quite capa- 
ble of meeting the demands of severe studies as successfully as 
their classmates of the other sex. Their work so far does not 
evince less variety of aptitude, or less power of grappling even 
with higher mathematics than we find in the young men. 
They receive no favors, and desire none. They are subjected 
to precisely the same tests as the men." 

The results of the year place the fact of co-education in 
the University beyond a mere experiment. The President 
farther says : " If we ai'e asked still to regard the reception of 
women into our classes as an experiment, it must certainly be 
deemed a most hopeful experiment.'^ 

The Law and Medical Departments are represented to be in 
a prosperous condition, but far better results would be secured 
if a higher standard of qualifications was demanded as a con- 
dition of entering these Departments. Of the 350 students in 
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the Ijaw School this year 61 were College graduates. But in 
the Medical School, in a class of equal size, only 14 were grad- 
uates. Some thorough mental training is imperatively 
demanded before entering upon the courses in either of these 
departments. The character of the studies pursued and the 
nature of the lectures given require this previous preparation. 
Two of the Professors who have been long and honorably con- 
nected with the University have resigned ; Mr. D. V. Wood, 
Professor of Civil Engineering, and Mr. Alexander Winchell, 
Professor of Geology, Zoology, and Botany. 

the faculties. 

Whole number of teachers in the Academic Department- . 28 

Medical Department 6 

Law Department 4 






Total - 38 

NUMBEE OP STUDEirrS. 

Department of Literature, Science, and the Arts : 

Besident graduates 9 

Seniors 84 

Juniors 73 

Sophomores 97 

Freshmen 168 

In selected studies .- -- 46 

In Ph arm acy ..- 40 

T^tal 617 

Students in the Department of Medicine 354 

Students in the Department of Law 353 

Total in the University -- 1224 

K^UMBER OF GRADUATES. 

Pharmaceutical Chemists 5 

Mining Engineers 1 
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CSvil Engineers 10 

Bachelors of Science 13 

Bachelors of Philosophy 7 

Bachelors of Arts -... 67 

Doctors of Medicine ..-. 89 

Bachelors of Law 149 

Masters of Science 1 

Masters of Arts , 10 

Masters of Arts (on examination) 1 



Total 341 

COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 

Counties having ten or more school districts have county 
superintendents of schools. Upon the enactment of the law 
in 1867 forty-six counties were entitled to the office. Since 
that time ten counties have increased in population beyond 
the designated limits and at this time there are county super- 
intendents ia fifty-six counties ; leaving now fourteen organ- 
ized counties which have less than ten districts. These 
counties are : Alcona, Alpena, Chippewa, Clare, Delta, Emmet, 
Kalkaska, Mackinac, Manitou, Menominee, Missaukee, Onto- 
nagon, Presque Isle, Schoolcraft. 

There are now but seven unorganized counties in the State; 
as follows: Crawford, Gladwin, Montmorency, Ogemaw, 
Oscoda, Otsego, Roscommon. Several of these are being pene- 
trated by railroads, and will soon require organization, and 
will be reporting schools. 

The following are names of counties and superintendents 
and their postoffice address. The present term of their office 
closes May 1st, 1873 : 

Counties. Superintendents. PosTomox. 

Allegan E. S. Linsley Allegan. 

Antrim Lewis M. Kanagy Atwood. 

Barry Theodore B. Diamond Prairieville. 

Bay Frederick W. Lankenow.-.Bay City. 
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Benzie Arthur T. Case Homestead. 

Berrien E. L, Kingsland Benton Harbor. 

Branch A. A. Luce Gilead. 

Calhoun Bela Fancher Homer. 

Cass L. P. Rinehart Cassopolis. 

Charlevoix John S. Dixon Charlevoix. 

Cheboygan Arthur M. Grerow Benton. 

Clinton E. Mudge Maple Eapids. 

Eat«n John Evans Bellevue. 

Genesee Cornelius A. Gower Flint 

Grand Traverse - _ -Elisha P. Ladd Old Mission. 

Gratiot Dillis D. Hamilton Pompeii. 

Hillsdale Charles E. Coryell Jonesville. 

Houghton Philander H. HoUister Hancock. 

Huron C. B. Cottrell Port Austin. 

Ingham Elmer North _ Lansing. 

Ionia Wm. B. Thomas Ionia. 

Iosco John M. Crane Au Sable. 

Isabella Charles 0. Curtis.-- Mt. Pleasant 

Jackson W. Irving Bennett Jackson. 

Kalamazoo E. G. Hall Kalamazoo. 

Kent Henry B. Fallass .Fallassburg. 

Keweenaw E. C. Satterlee Eagle River. 

Lake.-. ..Darius C. Warner Chase. 

Lapeer J. H. Vincent Lapeer. 

Leelanaw Salmon Steel Northport 

Lenawee Willard Steams _ _ Adrain. 

Livingston Peter Shields Howell. 

Macomb R. G. Baird _ -Armada. 

Manistee J. W. Allen Manistee. 

Marquette Harlow Olcott _ - Marquette. 

Mason J. Edwin Smith Ludington. 

'Mecosta C. W. Borst.. Big Bapids. 

Midland ...M. W. Els worth. Midland. 

5 
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<l0 y»IM . SOFWmiTl M PlHTg. POSTOFTIOB. 

Monroe Blem Willard Monroe. 

Montcalm Elijah H. Crowell Greenville. 

Muskegon A.H. Bnreh Muskegon. 

Newaygo M. W. Scott Newago. 

Oakland .J. A. Corbin Pontiae. 

Ooeana. A. A. Darling Hart. 

Osceola Marcus A. Lafler Hersey. 

Ottawa Charles S. Fassett Spring Lake. 

Saginaw John S. Ooodman East Saginaw. 

Sanilac George A. Parker Port Sanilac. 

Shiawassee JBzekial J. Cook ,0 wosso. 

St Clair ...W.H. Little Port Huron. 

St. Joseph KB. Antisdale Nottawa. 

Tuscola M. M. Jarvis Watrousville. 

Van Buren Henry J. Kellogg Lawton. 

Washtenaw George A^ Wheeler Ann Arbor. 

Wayne Lester B. Brown Eawsonville. 

Wexford C. L. Frazier Clam Lake. 



REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 



BARKY COUNTY— T. B. Diamokd, Sup't. 

There has been no marked change in the affairs of schools in 
&is county since last year. Stilly a general improyement can 
be noted on every hand. An increased demand has been made 
for teachers of good qualifications ; and in only a case or two 
have requests been made to license a teacher because he or she 
oould teach our school. This is a decided change from what 
existed three or four years before, when the complaint was 
general that too high a standard was required at the hands of 
superintendents. Again, the efforts on the part of teachers to 
qualify themselves for their work never was as general here as 
it is at this time. This argues well for the present and the 
future. The union and graded schools in this county have 
not been able, in view of accommodations, to afford opportun- 
ities for study and review to teachers and others, that have 
been very much needed and desired. We look for an improve- 
ment in this respect at an early day. This want has been 
supplied by the organization of select schools in different parts 
of the county. These have been well attended by teachers, and 
warmly supported by the people in localities where they were 
held. Prominent among them is the select school at Wood 
land, where a fall term of ten weeks has been supported dur- 
ing the last five years. Under the control of Prof. James 
Vosper, it has has maintained an attendance of seventy-five, 
and has done much to advance the standing of the schools in 
that part of the county. 
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During the year I have held two Teachers' Classes ; one at 
Orangeyille at the beginning of the year^ was with me an 
experiment, and not largely attended ; the other, at Hickory 
Comers in the spring, was attended by seventy-five. Methods 
of instrnction were considered, and classes in the branches 
tanght in our schools were attended with much interest. These 
eflTorts have been warmly suported by teacher and people, and 
from the experience of the past, I am encouraged to labor on 
in the same work, confident that what works to the interest of 
our teachers works good to our schools. 

The number of teachers holding certificates has been con- 
siderably above what is required to supply our schools. At 
the same time the number of teachers of experience has been 
small, and many schools have been supplied with young teach- 
ers, and during the winter seyeral schools failed, owing to a 
failure among such to govern and control. In some cases, 
however, district boards failed in their duty to properly sup- 
port teachers. 

I have met with objections to the county superintendency, 
that superintendents aimed to license only enough teachers to 
supply schools. The following figures must refute all such 
objections : 

The number of organized districts in the county is 161 

Number of teachers employed at one time 160 

Whole number of applicants examined 475 

" rejected 99 

Certificates granted 376 

of first grade - 6 

of second grade _ 70 

" ofthirdgrade 300 

In visitations I have not made it a point to visit the great- 
est possible number of schools, but where work was most 
needed, I have in many cases made several visits to accom- 
plish needed changes. These I have been able to secure in a 
good number of schools, and the way is prepared for many 
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improvements during the next term. Aboatt^.o hundred and 
twenty visits has been made^ and yet not all of the schools have 
received personal attention during the year. One and a half 
years experience has given me a general knowledge of the 
condition of the schools^ yet the field is a large one for one 
person to give the attention demanded by so many schools. I 
:find that personal attention to the matter is the best means 
to accomplish results. 

There has been no concert of action to procure a uniformity 
of text books ; but commendable progress in this respect has 
been made. The power, under the old system, of a teacher to 
introduce any books he might choose, was the great cause of 
the variety of books in use. The general supervision of the 
oounty superintendent must resuU in a great saving in this 
respect, as there is a concert of action between district boards, 
teachers, and superintendent, and all changes made in a 
county are in one direction, and that toward uniformity. In 
this respect our schools are generally in fair condition. Not 
many schools in the oounty have school apparatus worth speak- 
ing of. Some have taken measures to supply this want, and 
maps, object-lesson cards, etc., come into use in a small num- 
ber of schools. Wing's ipultiplication charts were purchased 
by a large portion of the districts at a price far above their 
value. Such a deception does much to retard the purchase of 
more useful agencies. About fifty districts have procured 
dictionaries during the year, and probably all will have this 
most important book of reference before the close of next year. 

Township and district libraries are a failure as they are now 
managed and supported. In this county there is not one well- 
sustained public library outside of the city of Hastings. Ample 
provision to replenish them is not provided, and the meager 
sum set apart for their support has been illegally used in many 
towns for other purposes. Our young people are not readers 
as they should be. No greater want is found among teachers 
than a general information, which can and should be accom- 
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plffihed through this agency. Can oar State do a greater 
work in the interest of education than to re-organize our 
libraries and provide some regular means for their support ? 

During the winter the nnion building at Hastings was lost 
by fire. It was an old building, and very poorly accommodated 
the schools of the place. The people of that young and growing 
city have taken measures to replace it with one equal to its 
wants. A fine union school building will be ready for use 
at the commencement of the next school year. Cost, when 
finished about 140,000. 

The people of the village of Middlevilk have replaced their 
old union building with another at a cost of fifteen thousand 
dollars. It will be ready for use January 1st, 1873, and not 
only* do credit to the enterprise of that village, bwt meet a most 
pressing want of the place and surrounding country. 

But three of the districts have built new houses. These are 
good ones, and indicate the spirit of the people when tliey 
dispense with the use of old buildings to build in their places 
only good ones. These houses are all well furnished and well 
adapted to the wants of their school. 

The board of supervisors have given two hundred and 
eighty days as the time of service each year. The experience 
of the last year has made it necessary to give almost full time 
to the work. The last year's labor has been generally a pleasant 
.one, and the duties of the county superintendent have been 
increased, as many more matters of interest in the county are 
in a measure thrown upon him to decide — more than during 
the first years of the system. The outlook for the future is 
one of promise. We have many good schools and faithful 
teachers. Their numbers are gradually on the increase. We 
can afford to labor and to wait 
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BAY COUNTY— P. W. Lakkenaw, Sup't. 

The schools of this county have daring the past year 
improved steadily though slowly; neither has the improvement 
been alike in all schools, which is due to various causes. 
Whilst some of the smaller schools have made gi^eat progress, 
some of the larger ones did not keep pace with them, — in fact 
did little in the way of improvement. I refer specially to those 
large schools which should have been graded; but it seems 
some school officers do npt understand the importance of this 
measure. 

Among the important improvements may be mentioned the 
introduction of apparatus. During my visits last year I found 
many schools without even blackboards. This year not only 
these, but also maps and charts were procured. The necessity 
of having such aids in a sohool-room is not understood by 
many. One is often met with the arguments: ^Wben I 
went to school we did not have even a blackboard, and we 
learned well too f or, ^^ I learned to read and write and got 
through the world all right, and I think my boys will do the 
same.^' Such men are hard to convince of the fact that maps, 
charts, etc., are as necessary for a teacher as the hammer and 
chisel for the mechanic. 

NUMBER OF SCHOOLS. 

The acquisition of territory from Saginaw county has added 
another town to our county — the total number being now 
eleven, exclusive of Bay City — and gave us several fine districts. 
Aside from this, a number of new districts have been formed, 
so that now there are 44 districts having school-houses, or 
about building such. Some districts after having organized 
have never had school. 

TIME OF SCHOOL. 

I have repeatedly urged upon the several boards and the 
citizens generally to vote longer terms of school. In almost all 
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instances this has been done, a great many having voted nine 
months. As to the commencement of school the districts 
differ, the schools opening and closing at almost all months in 
the year. 

LOSS BY FIBE. 

Early in the suDimer the school-house of district N'o. 1, in 
the town of Monitor, was consumed by tire. As no school had 
been taught there for some time and no fire having been in the 
neighboring forest, it was undoubtedly the work of an incen- 
diary. The building was valued at 1800 and insured for 1400. 
The contract for rebuilding has already been let. Among the 

XEW BUILDINGS 

Erected during the. past year should be mentioned the 
school-hpuse of district No. 1, in the town of Williams. It is 
a large frame building, cost about $1,300, and is furnished with 
-excellent seating from a prominent Western house. Not so fine, 
but larger, is the building at Standish. This village, on the J. 
L. & S. B. B., is hardly two years old, and the census already 
^ows a school population of one hundred children. The 
school has been in operation almost a year. Such enterprise is 
•commendable, especially when the whole cost falls on the 
shoulders of two or three men. 

TEXT BOOKS. 

The following is a list of text books used to a less or 
greater extent : 

Sanders* Union Eeaders. 
Sanders* Speller. 
Robinson^s Arithmetic. 
Stoddard's Arithmetic. 
Guyot's Geographies. 
McNally^s 
Monteith's 
Mitchell's 
Kerl's Grammar. 



SUPBRIlSrTBKDEKT'S BKPOHT. 41 

Harvey^s Grammar. 

Willson's History of the United States. 

Swinton's " *' 

With a few exceptions there is a uniformity of text books in 
the various schools. There should, however, be a uniformity 
in the whole county, or better still, in the State. As it is, 
teachers and officers must continually contend with those 
parents who may happen to move from one district, town or 
county into the other. In a new county like ours the influx 
of strangers is great, and with them come the variety of books 
used elsewhere. The simple fact that this or that book is used 
in the school is not enough to persuade parents that they must 
procure the same books and lay aside those already in the pos- 
session of their children. As in many instances the proper 
officers do not understand the necessity of a uniformity of 
textbooks; they pay but little attention to such a&irs, and 
thus the greater part of the work in this direction falls upon 
the teachers, who not un frequently get into trouble with 
parents on account of their attempt of reform. 

COMPULSOKY LAWS. 

It has been pretty generally predicted by those " who know " 
that this law " would be a dead letter " as many other laws of 
this and other States are. One or two teachers even — a little 
ahead (?) of the times — ^have taken the pains of writing elabo- 
rate articles on it, blaming not a little those who were "copy- 
ing the Prussian system of education, and who thus Oerman- 
ize our American schools." Well, let them growl. Those who 
have had a chance to observe, know that this law has borne 
some — though very few — fruits. At least this is true of Bay 
county. That it has not accomplished more good is certainly 
not the fault of the law itself, but of those who have neglected 
to perform their duty. School officers and teachers should 
work together in this matter and the results certainly will be 
more gratifying. The frequent 
G 
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OHAKGE OF TEACHERS, 

In many districts, is a greater evil than many are aware of. It 
is a freqnent occurrence that I find teachers who have not 
taught two successive terms in any one school, though they 
have been teaching a number of terms. The causes for this 
are various. Some teachers have adopted the rule: "The 
oftener I change the better.'' This rule certainly is fallacious. 
It takes the pupils and teachers a great portion of a three 
months' term to become thoroughly acquainted with and to 
fully understand each other. When they just begin to do this 
the teacher leaves and another has to go through the same 
process. The result is obvious. Very few of the teachers who 
complain : " I don't know what the reason is, but I have such 
little success wherever I go,** think that it is this frequent 
"going" which helps to make them unsuccessful. Of course, 
I do not mean to say that no changes should be made. On 
the contrary, changes often are necessary and desirable ; but 
generally speaking this rule certainly is good : " Let the 
teacher (if wanted) keep her place a number ol terms (say 
three successive ones at least)." And school boards should 
adopt this : " Do not dismiss your teacher if she gives fair 
satisfaction, even if you think you could find one who would 
"suit" you a little better." Officers should look for well 
recommended, experienced teachers, and if possible hire them 
for a whole year, or for as many months as they will have 
school. Our corps of 

TEACHERS 

Has improved somewhat during the last year. I have urged 
repeatedly that higher wages should be paid. Many of the 
districts have done so, paying from 132 to $42 per school 
month. We were thus enabled to get a better class of teachers 
from abroad, in addition to those already here. 

The average standing adopted by me for each grade of cer- 
tificates is the following: 
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For first grade 95 per cent 

For second grade 85 per cent. 

For third grade 75 per cent. 

Thongh impossible in some instances, I have as a rule rigidly 
adhered to this in my examinations. 

I have introduced during this year " term reports/^ and find 
that they aid materially in supervising the work of the teacher. 

The want of trained teachers is felt a great deal in our 
county. Many of the teachers are new beginners, just fresh 
from some village or country school^ who know nothing of 
methods of teaching; nor do they understand the importance 
of their work. The idea of many seems to be, that teaching 
consists of hearing the lessons " given out," and to promptly 
draw their pay at the end of the month. They consider it 
simply a business. For calling teaching thus, they are per- 
haps not to blame. Many good educators use the term without 
thinking of the evil influence it may have on their inferiors. 
What we want is teachers who have made teaching their life- 
work, who have adopted and fully understand FroebePs great 
motto : ^' Come let us live for our children !" Let every one 
who enters a school room for the first time as a teacher adopt 
this, and the number of those who make teaching their life- 
work will soon be greater than of those who consider it simply 
a bttsiness. 

The board of supervisors have allowed me sixty days, at five 
dollars per diem. 

In conclusion, allow me to compliment you for the very able 
manner in which you have discharged your official duties dur- 
ing the last eight years. I, among many, regret to lose your 
active aid and advice in the great work we have undertaken* 
Please give us the benefit of your experience in the future. 
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BENZIE COUNTY— A. T. Case, Sup't. 

lu our sparsely settled county we kave twenty-one organized 
districts. We have lost one and gained one during the year. 
Nearly one half have no winter school, hut have four or five 
months in summer. Owing to scattered settlers the schools 
are small, with three or four exceptions. 

Benzonia college school is furnishing the county with some 
excellent teachers. But of the better class of teachers there is 
not enough to supply all the districts. The interest taken in 
educational matters I think fully keeps pace with settlements 
and improvements. All desire that the common school be 
kept up. 

I have visited most of the districts, and spent from one half 
day to a day in each, and have labored to impress all with the 
necessity and value of educational advantages, and to encour- 
age the hope of the dawning of better days when log school- 
houses will disappear, and when each district shall possess 
some vestige at least of school apparatus to assist the teacher 
in presenting, and the pupil in grasping, the principles of 
science. There are now five or six frame houses, the rest log, 
excepting three, which have none. I think only one of our 
teachers has had the benefit of normal instruction. 

Frankfort has made a decided improvement in the village 
school-house, and furnished it from Detroit; but as yet has 
no apparatus. 

Almira has built a good house in district No. 2. District 
No. 2 in Inland is to build one next spring. 

The Benzie county teachers' association held its annual 
institute in Benzonia, April 30th and May 1st, with good 
attendance and interest. The semi-annual institute was held 
October 29 and 30, at Benzonia. I think those who labor to 
sustain this association cannot fail of being benefited. In 
visiting the schools I encourage, if possible, but believe it a 
bad practice to criticize before the pupils. Some are allowed 
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to attempt to teach who would be left out were teachers more 
numerous. This fall I have granted fourteen and refused four 
certificates. Our board of supervisors allow me $3 60 per day, 
and allo^ me to regulate the number of days to suit myself. 

We still desire to secure a uniformity of text books, but we 
see little light in that direction at present Good teachers and 
good books, good houses and good surroundings, good appa- 
ratus and good order make good scholars. The converse is 
just as true. 



BEBBIEN COUNTY— K L. Kingslakd, Sup't. 

I have the honor to report a year of successful progress in 
the schools of Berrien county, as a whole. The time included 
in this report is from November 4th, 1871, to November 1st, 
1872. 

The number of school districts remain the same as last year. 
District No. 30, Niles township, has been disorganized, and 
part of it attached to district No. 6, Niles township, and the 
balance to the Buchanan union school. A new school district 
has been established in Lake township, composed of parts of 
districts six and seven and the unorganized portion of the 
township. 

There are fourteen graded schools in the county — but only 
twelve report more than one teacher — and they occupy twenty 
school-houses, and employ fifty-five teachers. 

The teachers employed in all the schools of this county 
during the year number over three hundred. Some school 
districts change their teacher each term ; which is one of the 
greatest hindrances to the favorable advancement of their 
schools. Next to this is the lack of uniformity of text books. 

« 

Besides the completion of the school-houses commenced 
last year, four new ones have been built in the county, each a 
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credit to the distriot boildiDg; and active preparations are 
being made to erect upaoions aohool-honaes at Dayton station, 
and the Tillage of Berrien Springs. 

There are four school-honses still remaining in the county 
that are unfit for school purposes, and two districts are with- 
out school-houses of any kind, yet maintaining their schools 
occupying rented buildings. 

The St Joseph union school-house, one of the finest in the 
State, will soon be dedicated. 

Many school-houses are being thoroughly repaired, and 
most of them will be seated with improved furniture, while a 
number of out-houses are being built for the conyenience of 
the scholars, and substantial fences are being constructed 
around the school yards ; as a whole the school property has 
improved very materially. ^ 

A large number of school districts have supplied themselves 
with mathematical charts, and in twenty districts the officers 
of the different districts have purchased *' stereoscopic views *' 
for the use of their schools, at an expense hardly justifiable 
in some cases. 

The compulsory school law has been rigidly enforced in a 
few districts, but a large majority of the districts pay no atten- 
tion to it whatever. 

During the year I have held thirty-three examinations, 
aside from ofiice examinations, and giyen 297 certificates ; 28 
of the first grade, 120 of the second grade, and 149 of the 
third grade. The last week in August I held a teachers' insti- 
tute at Berrien Springs, which was well attended. Prof. W. 
W. Bay, of the St. Joseph schools, and Prof. L. H. Boberts, 
of Berrien Springs, rendered valuable assistance. 

Teachers' classes are taught in connection with the union 
schools in Niles, Buchanan, St. Joseph, and Benton H!arbpr. 
The meetings of the teachers' association are held monthly, 
with fair attendance and commendable zeal. 

At examinations, institutes, and teachers' meetings» I have 
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nrged the Dccessity of a thorough preparation for the work, 
aiid the importance of reading some educational journal. 
Through the kindness of the editor of the Michigan Teacher 
I have been able to distribute many copies of that valuable 
educational monthly among the teachers of this county ; also 
a number of copies of the Country Teacher. 

I have visited all the school-houses in the county — some of 
them the third time during the year — and found the teachers, 
with four exceptions, doing thorough and efficient work ; though 
a number of schools visited last winter had a small attendance 
on account of scarlet fever, which prevailed to an alarming 
extent in many parts of the county. 

Of the three hundred teachers in the county, fifty of them 
have received normal instruction. The number of directors 
in the county tbat have received instruction at a normal 
school is twenty-one. 

I am under a debt of gratitude to the people of this county 
for the generous hospitality everywhere received, and the co- 
operation of school officers and teachers. My thanks are due 
the boaixl of supervisors for their liberality and encourage- 
ment 



CALHOUN COUNTY— B. Fakohbb, Sup't. 

For a fourth report a selection is made from a large collec- 
tion of items, indicating the active forces and their workings 
in our school system. Schools change in four years. Many of 
the advanced pupils of four years ago have taken their place 
in important fields of usefulness, or in higher departments of 
education ; but in the school-room pupils of the same age as 
before are found, of equal or increased numbers, and in nearly 
the same stage of progress. The change of scholars amounts 
in four years to about the average number of the school. 
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Teachers ehange schools. The average time of teaching in 
one school cannot, in this county, be more than twp terms, or 
one year at most As many change every term as continue to 
teach in the same school more than two terms or a year ; so 
that but fow teachers continue a school age of four years in one 
school. These changes of teachers indicate success, or the 
want of it, for it is hard to determine whether more change for 
a better position to which they are called by success, than they 
who change because others are preferred. 

Teachers are changed in five or six years. The teaching age 
cannot be more than six years. The average time of teaching, 
from an estimate made from one hundred, falls a little below 
six years. The number that make teaching a permanent 
business is small, and a very large proportion of teachers 
relinquish the business in a year or two for other relations and 
employments. The changes in the schools are natural and 
inevitable, but too frequent changes of teachers are to be depre- 
cated. This waste and supply greatly augments the duties 
and responsibilities of superintendents. Instructions are to be 
repeated, and the character and standing of teachers tested. 

SUPPLY OF TEACHERS. 

We look at home, to our own advanced schools, whose 
scholars often avail themselves of the instructions of the union 
schools or the colleges or seminaries at Hillsdale, Albion, 
Olivet, or Kalamazoo, for teachers. In a few cases we are 
supplied from the normal, and from abroad. The supply is 
more than equal to the demand in numbers, but the call is for 
the best. Choice teachers are in good demand, with wages 
corresponding in some measure to qualifications. Wages of 
male teachers vary from $25 to $60; averaging about $38. 
Wages of females vary from $10 to $50 per month ; averaging 
about $21. 

GRADE OF SCHOLARSHIP. 

The demand made upon teachers at examination, for thorough 
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scholarship has been called for, and fully sustained by almost 
all the schools, and has been answered by the diligent aplica- 
tion of teachers to study, as essential to the security of a 
certificate or a school. The people think that with increased 
wages, and improved houses and apparatus teachers should 
make corresponding efforts for advancement. 

SCHOOL-HOUSES, 

There are in the county one hundred and seventy-one 
school houses ; 27 brick, 5 stone, 135 frame, 3 log, 1 concrete. 
The houses built, or in process of erection last year, are all first- 
class houses with all the improvements of the times. The 
central building in Albion, just completed, with the school in 
successful operation under the superintendence of Prof. P. B. 
HoOlellan, who, with the experience of several years of success- 
ful teaching in graded schools of the State, enters vigorously 
mpon hifi work with th*^ co-operation of well qualified and 
experienced teachers in all the departments, takes the third 
plaoe in size and importance of the union schools of the 
county. Battle Creek, with its central building of a hundred 
thousand dollars, and ward schools with 24 teachers, and 
Marshall, with its central building of seventy-five thousand 
dollars, and another of twenty-five or thirty thousand dollars 
in process of erection, with its ward schools and 26 or 27 
teachers, take the lead. The house in Albion is second to 
none in the county in its proportions, style of architecture, 
finish, beauty, convenience, and adaptation to the wants of the 
town. One bricb house in Clarence, recentlv finished at an 
expense of $2,500, and one of the same kind and expense built 
last year, indicate an interest in education, and a determination 
that the township shall have a fair record of improvement and 
that its children shall share in the progress of the times. 
Burlington too, continues the work of school-house erection, 
and has completed a house of about $2,000. Tekonsha is 
preparing to build an eight or ten thousand dollar house, and 

7 
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Homer has raised $2,000 to remodel and improve their union^ 
hoase. Improvements of some kind, of houses, yards, fences 
seats and desks are made in every town. 

DISTRICTS. 

There are 162 districts and 8 union schools with 66 teachers 
making a demand for 228 teachers at a time. 

EXAMINATIONS OF TEACHERS. 

' Four hundred and eight certificates have been given upon 
examination during the year; 14 of the first, 72 of the second, 
'and 322 of the third grade. A large proportion of these 
teachers who have received certificates have been examined 
several times ; and renewed examinations in all cases at the 
expiration of certificates are among the very best tests of 
advancement and are strong incentives to study. 

VISITING SCHOOLS. 

Two hundred and twenty-five school visits have been made 
during the year, and yet there are a few schools that have 
been omitted by unavoidable circumstances, such as severe 
storms, the sickness of the teacher, or the dismission of the 
school for a time on account of some prevailing disease. The 
inspectors reports are in many cases deficient in the record of 
the visits of the superintendent, owing in part no doubt to the 
want of a suitable school register, which is a serious defect in 
any school. Moral instructions without reference to denomi- 
national preferences are justly regarded as an essential part of 
an education adapted to form reliable men and women, capable 
of comprehending their relations and responsibilities to God 
and their fellow men. 

PROGRESS. 

A moderate estimate for the last six years would be at least 
100 per cent in qualification of teachers, 500 per cent in school 
buildings, and 40 per cent in teachers' wages, with benefits 
and comforts to children corresponding with these rates, and 
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yet the defects of teachers are more apparent now than 
formerly, and there is a greater call for teachers to advance 
from present than from former attainments. 



CASS COUNT Y—L. P. Rinehart, Sup't. 

The period covered by this report is the year closing May 
1st, 1872. 

Conscious of the large and varied field of labor belonging 
to this office, I can but say that I have to the best of my 
ability endeavored to perform its duties. A thorough series of 
inspection of the schools was effected during the summer. 
Every school was visited at least once, save three that were 
closed as I passed through. Owing to the limited time allowed 
me, but sixty schools were visited during the winter. Term 
reports have been received from nearly all the others, and I am 
happy to state that the schools in this county, with only few 
exceptions, have been progressing very favorably. Special 
mention is made of the general success of our union and 
graded schools, which reflects much credit upon their faithful 
teachers, efficient school boards, and interested patrons. 
Time and experience accomplishes results where all other means 
fail. Parents and school officers are beginning to recognize 
more clearly the necessity of a "peculiar" fitness and "special " 
preparation on the part of those to whom they entrust the 
moral, mental, and physical training of their children. The 
interrogation " What is your lowest price ?' has been substituted 
in most cases by " How much experience have you had ?" 
" What has been your success ?" " What kind of a certificate do 
you hold ?" 

EXAMINATIONS. 

Public examinations were held in each of the townships 
during the fall. The number of candidates examined was 
150, Of this number 123 received certificates as follows : 
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First grade 5, second grade 3, third grade 115. The average 
age of those receivlDg first grade is 26 years, and the average 
number of terms taught 5 ; average age of those receiving 
second grade is 24 years, and number of terras taught 2 ; aver- 
age age of those receiving third grade is 2^^ and average 
number of terins taught 6. Owing to the fact that a greater 
part of the certificates granted was of the third grade, it was 
found necessary to hold a series of examinations throughout 
the county this spring which has just been concluded. At 
these examinations 147 candidates were examined, of which 
117 received certificates as follows: First grade 2, second 
grade 7, third grade 98. The average age of those receiving 
third grade certificates is 22 years, and average number of terms 
taught 34. The examinations were conducted with both oral 
and written questions, and great pains were taken to ascertain 
the standing of each candidate. The average standard is 81.5 
per cent. 

Endeavoring to render the schools as practical as possible^ 
and believing that every child should be made familiar with 
the principles of our government and the fundamental laws of 
the State, I have asked teachers questions designed to call out 
a knowledge of these subjects, or rather to suggest the pro- 
priety of seeking information thereto. A great many of the 
candidates that passed quite satisfactory examinations in the 
common school branches were sadly deficient in general infor- 
mation. It is to be hoped and expected that a decided 
improvement will be made in this direction. I keep every 
Saturday as an oflBce day to examine teachers, effect corres- 
pondence and attend to other business connected with the 
school work. 

Arrangements were partially made to hold several institutes 
during the fall, having engaged the services of several of the 
first educators of the Sta,te. The action of the board of super- 
visors, however, in reducing my time to less than two-thirds 
of that of my predecessors, with the resulting pecuniary embar- 
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rassment, made it necessary for me to forego this intended and 
much desired plac. It is sincerely hoped that a more liberal 
policy will be maintained toward our educational interests in 
the future. 

SCHOOL DISTRICTS AND HOUSES. 

The county is divided at present into 125 school districts, 
including four that have been organized under the graded 
sshool law. But few unimportant changes have taken place 
in their boundaries during the past year. We have 127 school- 
houses, 5 of which are log, 17 brick, and 105 frame buildings. 
The most of these houses are fine, substantial, and convenient 
buildings, and are justly esteemed the pride of our county. 

Nearly all of the poorer class of houses are of those that 
were built in an earlier day, and are not unfrequently situated 
in the oldest and wealthiest communities. Quite a number 
are soon to be replaced by new ones having the modern comforts 
and conveniences. That others will not, is due, it is believed, 
more to indifference and neglect than to lack of finances. 
Three new school-houses were built in the county during the 
year, all of which are supplied with furniture of the best pat- 
tern and finish, and an honor to the community in which they 
are situated. The one at Brownsville is worthy of special 
mention as a model school-house. Many of the old houses 
have been repaired and rendered more habitable and attract- 
ive. The great wants are blackboards, blackboards. It is also 
extremely diflScult to secure proper attention to the matter of 
ventilation. 

CENSUS. 

The whole number of children in the county between the 
ages of 5 and 20 years, for the school year ending September 4, 
1871, is 7,381 ; whole number between the ages of 8 and 14 is 
4,158. The whole number that have been enrolled in the 
schools some part of the year is 6,026, leaving 1,355 of school 
age that have not attended school any part of the year what- 
ever, over eighteen per cent of thfe whole number. 
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The average time that school has been kept the past year is 
75-100 months. The average time that each scholar enrolled 
has attended school is SJ months. This is not a very flatter- 
ing exhibit for a system of free schools. It is, however, some 
improvement on the previous year. Greater improvement is 
confidently expected this year, though it is feared our com- 
pulsory law is not being enforced to the extent desired.. Tar- 
diness and truancy are the greatest obstacles to success in our 
district schools. It costs the public as mnch to educate the 
few as the many, and parents come far from fulfilling the 
duties they owe to their children and society when they refuse 
or neglect to give them the full benefit of the free schools. 

RESOUBOES. 

The total resources of the county for the year ending Septem- 
ber 4, 1871, are 152,662 18. Of this amount $44,378 21 was 
paid for teachers' wages. The balance was used for building, 
repairing, and incidental purposes. The average wages of 
male teachers for the same year is $45 per month, and for 
females is $21 per month. This large diflference is greatly due 
to the difference in the size and advancement of the summer 
and winter schools, yet there is great difference in the wages of 
the two where the situations are similar. A wise policy would 
seem to teach that merit and amount of labor performed, 
should be the proper basis for compensation. 

The total value of the school-houses and school property in 
the county is $89,210, and no equal amount, aside from what 
has been contributed for religious purposes, could be devoted 
to a better use. These figures plainly show that the education 
of our youth has become a public enterprise, second to no 
other in point of magnitude as well as importance. 

TEXT BOOKS. 

It is a happy fact that most of the schools of this county 
have a uniformity of text books, and many thanks are due to 
our school officers for their persistent efforts in this direction. 
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The few that have not secured a uniformity are of that class 
that never receive any visits from the school oflBcers or patrons,, 
who are perpetually crying after "cheap teachers/' 

SCHOOL TERMS. 

The most of our schools have adopted the three-term system. 
It would seem that the most careless observ er could not fail to 
see the propriety in having a summer vacation of several 
months, yet a number of schools were in session during the 
hot, sultry days of July and Augnst, last summer. 

Though perhaps our schools have not accomplished all that 
they ought, yet positive advancement h.is been made. Our 
system is gradually but unmistakably growing and being per- 
fected. May the day be not far distant when our fondest 
hopes will be realized. 

I cannot close this report Avithout referring to the respect 
and hospitality that I have every where met with, from teach- 
ers, ofiScers, and parents. 



CHARLEVOIX COUNTY— John H. Dixon, Sup't. 

I herewith transmit inspectors' reports from the six organ- 
ized townships of this county, which show fifteen schools dur- 
ing the year. Six male and nine female teachers have been 
employed. With one or two exceptions the schools have been 
successful and satisfactory, especially during the winter term. 
For the summer schools there was an inadequate supply of 
teachers ; only three presenting themselves at the public 
examination for teachers' certificates, of which only one 
received a certificate. Others were granted subsequently, so 
that none of the schools were absolutely closed for want of 
a teacher. My experience in this connection leads me to 
brieve that the interests of education in the newer parts of the 
State would be promoted ifthe Legislature would authorize the 
county superintendents to issue in their discretion a foxirth 
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grade certificate, to be limited in its application to a single 
school district, or to a single department of a graded school* 
Some of the districts on their first organization have less than 
a dozen children, all young, and requiring to be taught only 
the alphabet and the first rudiments of reading and spelling 
The district has no public funds, and has already burdened 
itself, perhaps to the full extent of its means, in erecting the 
sthool building. A teacher fully competent for the first school 
can be had for a moderate compensation ; but she cannot pass a 
satisfactory examination in geography or grammar. Why 
require it, or that the superintendent shall give his oflBcial 
signature to an untruth ? 

I trust that you will so present this subject to the legisla- 
ture at the ensuing session as to secure an amendment to the 
law in this regard. 

I trust that next year's report from this county will show a 
graded school of a high character in full operation. A suit- 
able building for this purpose has already been erected at> 
Charlevoix, our county seat. It is 30 by 70 feet, two stories 
14 feet between joists. It is to be provided with three school- 
rooms, and will, when completed, seat 200 pupils. It is 
already an •rnament and an honor to the kittle village where 
it stands, and will, it is hoped and believed, give a new impulse 
and prove a permanent help to the cause of education in the 
county. 



CLINTON" COUNTY— E. Mudge, Sup't. 

The close of another school year brings with it the responsi- 
bility of submitting my sixth annual report of schools in 
Clinton county. 

Another y^ar of active oflScial labor deepens the conviction 
that our common schools are essential to the well-being of our 
republican institutions and the progress of a Christian civiliza- 
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tion. Every philanthropist must find in our educational 
instrumentalities a power for promoting his schemes of useful- 
ness; every patriot must be convinced that the proper educa- 
tion of our boys and girls will best secure to coming genera- 
tions the blessings of civil and religious liberty, and every 
political economist must acknowledge that the material 
resources of the nation will be proportionate to the wealth of 
mind/ 

During the school year, ended September 2d, 1872, 34 adver- 
tised meetings were held for examination of teachers. The 
whole number of candidates examined was 319, of whom 141 
received first grade certificates, 89 second, and 166 third. 
Fifty were refused license. Forty-seven of those licensed 
first commenced teaching during the year, and their success 
has met our highest expectations. 

The whole number of licensed male teachers was 60 ; 
females 209. Average number of months taught by all teach- 
ers 13.74 ; male teachers 15.2 months, females 13.24 months. 
Average age of teachers 22 years. 99 of the 269 teachers were 
under 20 years of age. 

The greatest hindrance to successful school management is 
immature judgment, resulting from immature age. 

I am glad to report that examinations indicated a slow but 
steady advance in intellectual qualifications. Spelling has 
received special attention in all our examinations, and in this 
there is manifest deficiency; but the demand now made we 
are confident will produce a radical change for the better. 
Many candidates fail in mental arithmetic, but iniprovement 
is very evident. 

The whole number of school districts in the county is 131. 
Nearly all are supplied with suitable houses. Several have 
been completed during the year, and others are in process of 
erection. The village of Fowler has recently been organized 
into a graded school district, and a commodious house will be 
8 
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ready for use as early as the beginning of the new year. Ven- 
tilation is receiving increased attention. 

The whole number of teachers required to supply the dis- 
trict, and the several departments of the six graded schools is 
150. That number was employed during the winter months. 
Ten country districts were without summer schools. 

The enrollment, attendance, and general condition of the 
schools were found essentially as indicated in my last report. 

The whole number of visits made to the schools by the 
superintendent was 244. There were very few absolute fail- 
ures, and only 3 certificates were annulled. 

During the month of September we conducted a series of 
13 school celebrations, and as instrumentalities for arousing 
educational enthusiasm we give them our hearty indorsement. 
The whole number of schools formally represented in these 
several conventions was 65. The aggregate attendance was 
estimated at 6,000. An. address was delivered by the superin- 
tendent to school patrons, and a public speaker, appointed for 
the purpose, addressed the children. Miscellaneous addresses 
were made by speakers who chanced to be present. In all 
there were 40 addresses. We gratefully acknowledge the ser- 
vices of all who aided in conducting these meetings, and make 
special mention of the zealous co-operation of the clergymen 
of all denominations. 

An interesting feature of these celebrations was a " spelling 
test,*^ participated in by pupils enrolled in the schools for 
some portion of the school year. A purse was made up at 
each conveation by voluntary contribution, and premiums 
were awarded to first, second, and third best spellers. The 
whole number of participants was 307 ; whole number of 
words written by all, was 12,204 ; whole number of words cor- 
rectly spelled was 4,829. The result is likely to call definite 
attention to this much neglected branch of study. 

In oonclusion, I have only to add that you have the thanks 
of every friend of the cause of popular education for the great 
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achievements won for the cause of our common schools during 
your administration, and you will retire from yoar oflScial 
duties with the proud consciousness of having been instru- 
mental in securing several educational reforms, and the results 
will remain to bless the world when the activities of life are 
past. 



EATON COUNTY— John Evans, Sup't. 

I herewith submit for your consideration my annual report 
as county superintendent of schools for the year last closed. 
Number of organized school districts, 139. 

Number of stone school-houses ] 

" log school-houses 9 

" brick school-houses 13 

" frame School-houses - 120 

Total number of school-houses 143 

Months taught by male teachers 303 

" " female teachers 820 

Total number of months taught 1,123 

Paid male teachers $12,303 OG 

" female teachers 20,204 28 

Total $32,507 34r 



• 



Indebtedness of districts $12,094 64r 

Moneys on hand September 2, 1872 11,947 83 

Indebtedness over cash on hand $146 81 

Valuation of school property $105,385 00 
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Number of children returaed _ 8,255 

School visitations by district officers 345 

" " county superintendent 323 

Number of teachers required at one time 167 

Meetings held by teachers' county association 2 

State institutes held 1 

The school year has been one of great interest and prosper- 
ity. Our teachers are alive to the work, and the people 
respond nobly to any and all needed calls upon them for pecu- 
niary or personal aid. 

School-houses are being built and school fu-rniture added 
quite generally, when and where needed. 

We hope to be able to report a uniformity of text books in 
our next report. 



GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY— Elisha P. Ladd, Sup't. 

In consequence of the absence and subsequent resignatioM 
of Superintendent Franklin there was no report from this 
county last year. During his continuance in the office he held 
five public examinations in April, 1871, and granted 25 certifi- 
cates — 1 of the first, 1 of the second, and 23 of the third grade — 
and visited nearly all of the schools in the early part of the 
summer following: 

My report embraces the time from the first part of the 
month of December, 1 871, up to the first of November, inst. I 
received notice of my appointment on the second day of 
December, 1871, and entered immediately upon my labors. 

A number of teachers had commenced their schools a few 
days previously without legal license. The several boards 
of inspectors having been so long out of the practice of exam- 
ining teachers neglected calling meetings for that purpose, all 
the while expecting an appointment to be made to this office. 
As I was personally acquainted with a goodly number of the 
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teachers, having attended examinations with all the former 
superintendents of the county, I immediately forwarded cer- 
tificates to all with whose qualifications I was acquainted and 
satisfied ; after which I held two special public examinations. 
I then commenced visiting schools, and continued until I had 
visited all the schools in the county that were in session — 33 
in all, enrolling 951 scholars. Most of the schools (Hchibited 
a lively interest in their studies, and in general improvement, 
and some of them an earnestness, zeal, and enthusiasm seldom 
witnessed in common schools. The teachers were generally 
earnest, faithful workers, and doing well considering their 
limited facilities. I spent a half day in each school, seldom 
failing to be present at the commencement of the morning or 
afternoon exercises, and always made it a point to make some 
reniarks to the school at the close, and wherever circumstances 
wovld warrant, in terms of commendation and encouragement ; 
and where I had occasion to criticise^ to suggest improvements, 
or to. throw out hints in regard to deportment, improvement of 
time, means, etc., they always seemed to be appreciated, by 
both scholars and teachers, and were received with kindness 
and consideration. 

There are nine organized townships in the county, and 45 
organized school districts; two having been organized, one 
since the close of the last school year, and one within said 
year, and in one of the new districts school was maintained 
3^ months by a qualified teacher before the organization was 
effected. 

There were 40 schools in operation during the spring and 
summer, all of which were visited by the superintendent, 
except three that were closed in consequence of sickness at 
the time of my visitation. 

There were reported 1,468 scholars between the ages of five 
and twenty years, and 691 between eight and fourteen, and 
1,317 as attending school. 

There was no report to the inspectors, according to their 
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report, from district number four, town of Grant, where a 
school was in operation four months, with 23 scholars on the 
list, which added to the above woald make 1,340 enrolled in 
the schools, and about 1,500 of legal age in the county. 

Seventy-one teachers have been employed in the public 
schools of the county during the past year, fifteen males and 
fifty-six females. Aggregate number of months of school 
daring the year, 269 ; number of months taught by male 
teachers 60f ; number of months taught by female teachers 
208i. Amount of wages paid males 12,180 30. Amount of 
wages paid females $4,040 84. Total amount of wages paid 
teachers 17,121 14. Average per month, about $26^. Aver- 
age monthly wages paid males 35.88. Average monthly 
wages paid females 123.72. This does not include the board 
of those " boarding around," but I am happy to be able to say 
that this practice is fast passing away — only practiced to a very 
limited extent. 

The system of written examinations was first introduced in 
December last, with very satisfactory results. Ten printed 
questions in each branch are submitted to each applicant, 
requiring sixty per cent of them to be properly answered for a 
third grade, and seventy per cent in the common branches, 
and some knowledge of the higher, for a second grade, and the 
legal requirement of at least a year's experience in teaching in 
this State with approved ability and success, for a first grade 
certificate. The two systems, oral and written, are combined 
in all the public inspections, of which I have held twelve, and 
issued ninety-two certificates, eleven of the first, twenty-one of 
the second, and sixty of the third grade, and rejected thirteen. 
These public examinations have generally been well attended, 
not only by teachers, but by many of the patrons of the schools, 
and those who contemplate teaching. This system of conduct- 
ing examinations is far more thorough than the oral plan, and 
the effect is very apparent, materially lessening the number of 
applicants, only the better posted venturing upon an exami- 
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nation. Each being required to write out the answers, better 
f^nables the inspectors to judge of the skill and ability of all ; 
he has an opportunity to critically inspect the style of expres- 
sion, language, penmanship, spelling, and the general intelli- 
gence and business capacity of each and all. It seems to stim- 
ulate to a greater effort to become proficient in all the branches 
required to be taught. 

SCHOOL BUILDINGS, FURNITURE, ETC. 

There are forty school-houses in the county — such as they 
are — 15 frame and 25 log or block; two of the former and six 
of the latter unfit for use as school-rooms. Five of the districts 
' have no houses ; one in district number four, town of Grant, 
was destroyed by fire on the 17th of January last, the other 
four have not yet built, two of which were recently organized. 

There is a good degree of interest beginning to be elicited 
on the subject of school buildings, and some of the more 
recently constructed are very creditable structures, evincing 
considerable intelligence and judgment on the part of the 
boards or building committees, having adopted the more 
modern and philosophic plans of ventilation, warming, light- 
ing, seating, etc., and last, but perhaps not least, preparing a 
sufficient space for blackboard. Many of the old school-rooms 
are nearly destitute of this indispensable appendage of every 
school-room. There is a lamentable deficiency of apparatus 
in all the school-rooms in the county, but very few having 
anything more than a small, poor blackboard, no globes, not 
one in the county, no charts, and but very few wall maps, 
dictionaries, or clocks. 

Another great hindrance to the efficiency of the schools is 
the diversity of text books. The law requiring the district 
boards to prescribe the text books to be used in the schools is 
almost a dead letter; but Bam hopeful that these defects 
will in time be remedied, as the whole subject of schools, 
school-rooms, apparatus, furniture, text books, etc., is being 
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thoroughly agitated, and in many places the better informed 
are bound to have a reform in this direction as fast as they 
have means to effect it. 

The necessary postponement of our contemplated "teachers' 
institute" was deeply regretted by many of our best teachers. 
Hope circumstances will be more auspicious for the holding of 
so desirable and important, not to say necessary, an institu- 
tion, sometime iu the immediate future. 

LIBRARIES. 

Our libraries are in a deplorable condition, to say the least 
as some of them are nearly extinct ; scarcely a book to be found 
that once foimed part of a respectable, though small library. 
Many of the towns — all but two I think — adopted the district 
system, dividing the town libraries, and that was the end, or 
rapidly approaching end of them. I believe not a singlo 
Tolume has been added to either town or district libraries dur- 
ing the year last passed. I think the money accruing from 
fines, etc., set apart for libraries, could be much more profit- 
ably used for the purchase of school-room apparatus [which 
the constitution forbids]. Newspapers, magazines, and other 
periodicals seem to have taken the place of libraries. 

I ought in justice to say before closing, that I have been 
everywhere received with uniform cordiality and consideration, 
and shall ever hold the people who so kindly extended their 
hospitality in grateful remembrance. 



GRATIOT COUNTY— DiLLis D. Hamilton, Suft. 

There are in this county ninety-six districts reported. In 
all of these — except one where they have no school-house — a 
school has been supported some part of the year. In six 
districts there was no school last summer, for various reasons ; 
and in four there was no school during the winter. Two dis- 
tricts had no bouse for school. 
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There were six good frame houses put up last year in our 
county, costing from six t9 eight hundred dollars apiece; 
and there will be quite a number more built this yejy. I am 
sorry to be obliged to add that four good school houses were 
burned last year — two during the fall fires, and two in the 
winter. The people manifest a commendable spirit in build- 
ing good and convenient houses ; and also in clearing up and 
beautifying their school grounds. There was nearly |27,500» 
spent for school purposes in Gratiot last year. The people- 
seem to feel the importance of having better school-houses and 
better teachers. They are willing to pay more for qualified 
and experienced teachers. I think that our teachers and 
schools are improving in this new county, and that they will 
compare favorably with some of the older cOunties of the 
State. 

I had a teachers' class at Ithaca six weeks last fall, and the- 
same this spring, which was well attended, to prepare the 
teachers for their work. This class is free to all in the county 
that are expecting to teach. 

I have given six first grade certificates, and extended two ; 
fifty-two second grade certificates, and endorsed eight from other 
counties ; eighty-two third grade certificates, and endorsed four 
— making in all one hundred and fifty-four. I have felt 
obliged to refuse certificates to ten applicants for incapacity ta 
teach. 

I have visited nearly every school in the county twice or more 
during the year, making in all one hundred and ninety-two 
visits ; spending from one-fourth to one-half day at each visit,, 
according to time and circumstances ; marking the condition of 
things, and counseliug the teachers and scholars in regard to. 
their duties and work. I have also given some lectures to the- 
people on school matters, as I had time and opportunity. 

The supervisors, without any just reason, cut down my 
salary one hundred dollars last year and two hundred for the 
next year. I shall be obliged to shorten the time devoted to 

9 
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the school work next year in consequence of their miserly 
course* All of which is respectfully submitted. 



HILLSDALE COUNTY— G. H. Bottsford, Sup't. 

No report was sent from this county last year, in consequence 
of severe and fatal illness in the superintendent's family at the 
time the report should have been prepared. My report at this 
time will, in some points, extend through the entire time of 
my ofiQcial connection with the schools, which continued one 
year and a half. My resignation at this time was made on 
account of failing health. The educational interests of the 
county will be well cared for by my successor. Mr. C. R 
Coryell, a graduate of the New York State Normal School, and 
for many years a most successful teacher. 

According to the last annual reports received at this office, 
there are in this county one hundred and seventy-one school 
districts, in which two hundred and three teachers are 
employed in the winter, and one hundred and ninety-nine 
during the summer. In sixty-six districts no male teacher was 
employed during the last yeo-r. There are three graded schools 
in the county — Hillsdale employing fourteen teachers, Jones- 
ville eight, and Litchfield four teachers. Allen employs three 
teachers during a part of each year. Four smaller villages 
employ two teachers the entire time. Three others two 
teachers each during the winter. In two villages very neat, 
well built, well furnished houses have been erected during the 
past summer, taking the places of old buildings of one room 
each. 

During my term of oflfice first grade certificates have been 
granted to thirty persons; one hundred and thirty have 
received second grade, and two hundred and forty third grade 
About twelve and a half per cent of persons applying for cer- 
tificates have been rejected. 
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The number of children of school age in the county, accord- 
ing to last report, is ten thousand three hundred and ninety- 
six. Sixteen districts do not report the "whole number of 
children attending school," and so defective in some other 
respects are many reports that reliable statistics cannot be 
given. A large number of district officers, after repeated 
solicitations by the superintendent, refuse to furnish the 
teacher with any kind of blank-book in which to make the 
entries required. 

The whole amount of money placed at the disposal of school 
officers for all purposes, for the year ending September last, 
was seventy-nine thousand eight hundred and twenty-five dol- 
lars and forty-seven cents. 

LIBRARIES. 

The reports from all the districts show forty-three volumes 
added to the libraries in the county. The whole number of 
volumes in all the libraries, one thousand nine hundred and 
three. Only one hundred and four dollars are reported as 
expended for library purposes. As more than six hundred dol- 
lars of library money were distributed last spring, the small 
amount paid for books clearly shows the feeling entertained 
towards the library system. Quite a number of districts used 
the library money in the purchase of a dictionary — certainly a 
very good investment. Four townships do not mention library 
in reports, and only thirteen report money paid for books. 

SCHOOL-HOUSES. 

There are many very good school-houses in the county; 
houses, that not only the people erecting them, but the people 
of the county may well feel proud of; and several are built every 
year that are an ornament in the district. Two very fine brick 
school-houses were built in the township of Wright during the 
past summer. Several districts intending to build during the 
coming season are looking at the very best houses in the 
oounty as models for imitation. Too many districts seem con- 
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tent with old diogy houses^ standing close to the roadside ; no 
ont-buildings^ no fence^ no shade. Very few houses have the 
maps, charts, and other apparatus necessary, and some teach- 
ers are found who do not use what is furnished. 

THE TEACHERS 

as a class are as well qualified as we can expect them to be. 
Many are sincerely attached to their profession ; but a- majority 
go into the schools because they are obliged to, not knowing 
how else to earn a living, and quit the business soon as pos- 
sible. This state of things demands a system of supervision 
the most complete and efiective that can be devised, without 
which the time of hundreds of children will be worse than 
wasted. If provisions were made for a normal class to be well 
instructed for eight or ten weeks in each county every year, 
the eflBciency of teachers would soon be doubled, and the 
number of permanent teachers largely increased. Many young 
persons avail themselves of every means within reach for 
improving themselves. Dependent upon their earnings, they 
cannot go far from home. Schools of instruction should be 
found more convenient of access than at present. The rule 
adopted by the superintendent to renew no certificates without 
re-examination, induced many teachers holding tl\ird grade cer- 
tificates to exert themselves to the utmost in order to merit a 
second grade; and although United States History has been 
added to the list of studies named in third grade, and two 
additional made in order to secure a second grade, many have 
succeeded. One year ago about five per cent of those exam- 
ined were able to answer questions in United States History; 
the last examinations showed about fifty per cent quite 
familiar with the history of our own country. A greatly 
increased number sustained creditable examinations in physi- 
ology and hygiene, and a larger number than ever before 
refuse to teach during the present winter, because they will 
attend some higher school as pupils. The prospect of soon 
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haying a well qualified teacher for every school in the county 
is very gratifying to the real friends of a sound education. 

The oflBce of county superintendent is not popular in this 
county. Its duties are not understood by many, and many 
reasons are urged against it. The only one which can have 
weight with liberal-minded, intelligent men is, that one man 
cannot do the work required. About two hundred teachers 
are at work at one time, manv of them in districts that have 
only three-month terms. About one-third of the teachers 
engaged in ihe winter will not be teaching in the summer. At 
least one-fourth of the teachers, both in winter and in summer, 
are teaching their first term. For these reasons every school- 
house should be visited twice in each year by a man well qual- 
ified to judge the merits of a teacher. Visiting schools, 
examining at least two hundred and fifty — in the most popu- 
lous counties three to four hundred — persons each year, 
receiving and answering four or five hundred letters in a year, 
preparing lists of teachers for publication as required by law, 
and many other duties requiring time and hard work ; surely 
all these things require more than one man can perform. The 
law creating the ofiBce should be amended. As every State in 
which free schools are maintained, after trying all other sys- 
tems of supervision, have decided that the county or assembly 
district system of supervision is the best that can be adopted, 
no one can urge good reasons for any other. Other States 
have made experiments enough, and we may profit by them. 
In counties containing more than one assembly district there 
should be more than one man authorized to visit schools. 
Either there should be an independent superintendent in each 
assembly district, or a deputy or assistant superintendent. The 
latter would be most economical. With an assistant in each 
assembly district, excepting the one in which the superintend- 
ent resides, there would be perfect uniformity of examinations 
throughout the county ; a uniformity of textbooks maintained, 
every school could be visited in the first half of each term^ 
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when weak teachers could be instructed or removed. The 
danger of re-licensing incompetent persons would be avoided, 
an increased interest in the subject of ed^acation awakened and 
maintained, by frequent public meetings. Two or three teach- 
ers' institutes continuing through one or two or three weeks, 
or a normal class of eight or ten could be held every spring 
and fall. In case of difficulty in a school a superintendent 
could readily be called on, and much other valuable service 
rendered. All this without materially increasing the maximum 
expense named in the present law. The assistants might be 
nominated to and confirmed by the board of supervisors. A 
brief trial of this plan would in a short time commend itself to 
the favor of all real friends of education. 



HOUGHTON COUNTY— P. H. Hollistee, Sup't. 

No great changes or marked improvements have taken place 
in the schools of the county during the past year. The Calumet 
union has continued to perfect its organization and to improve 
in all its departments under the excellent management of Prof- 
S. E. Massey, and the Houghton union, again under the charge 
of its former highly esteemed and and able principal, Prof. W. 
P. Sidnam, maintains its former well earned reputation. 

One new district has^ been organized, and one old school- 
house has been repaired. 

Thirty-six teachers have been employed during the past 
year in oui? schools. All but three of them were licensed by me 
during the year. Nine were new teachers. We have had no 
graduates of the State normal school in our service this year, 
and but one of our teachers holds a State certificate. I have 
issued no first grade certificates. 

I am pleased to find on the part of our school boards a growing 
tendency to employ tried and experienced teachers, and to 
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retain from year to year those of proved ability ; and with few 
exceptions a gratifying effort on thepart of teachers to improve 
in their qualifications and methods of teaching. Our great need, 
however, is teachers of more thorough and professional training. 

Many of our school buildings are quite inferior, some 
need refurnishing, others thorough repairs, while in some 
instances the erection of new buildings is positively demanded. 
One school has been held in an unplastered attic over a mine 
oflBce, another in an equally uncomfortable room over a saloon. 
Several, of our school buildings have an entirely inadequate 
seating capacity for scholars who attend, especially in the 
primary departments. Only one of our schools is pr.^perly 
supplied with the necessary requisites for doing the best of 
work in globes and maps and philosophical apparatus. Our 
mining officers and business men are not in the habit of 
employing good workmen at high wages without providing all 
the necessary appliances for doing good and efficient work, but 
as school officers they are continually doing this. 

From this hasty and imperfect survey it will be seen that 
there is room enough for improvement in the schools of our 
county. I trust, and expect, that another year will afford 
greater encouragement to improve the condition of our schools, 
and that as there shall be the means there will be also the dis- 
position to make them more efficient and useful. I am sure 
that with proper encouragement and support our teach- 
ers will do far better service, and that with better appliances 
the value of their services will be greatly augmented. 

I would add- that it has been impossible for me to give the 
work of the superintendency the attention which its importance 
deserves. My own experience has convinced me that it is a 
business which should engage the whole attention of whoever 
undertakes it, and in my judgment it would be far better for 
adjoining counties to unite in the choice of a superintendent 
than to be obliged to depend on the services of men who cau 
devote only a small portion of their time and but little of their 
thought to the work. 
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INGHAM COUNTY— Elmer D. North, Sup't. 

We have 133 districts in the county, the same as reported 
last year, five of which support graded schools, — exclusive 
of the city of Lansing, not subject to the supervidion of the 
county superintendent — employing teachers as follows: Ma- 
son 6, Leslies, Dansville 4, Williamston 2, Okemos 2. The 
schools at Mason, Leslie, and Dansville have adopted courses 
of study wich render an equivalent for the preparatory course 
required by our higher institutions of learning, and at 
either of these schools students may be prepared for collegiate 

institutions. 
It is gratifying to bo able to report that our schools have 

'made very fair progress during the past year. Several new 

•buildings have been erected; others have been repaired. 

Many of our districts have been furnished with good black- 

'boards, and a little has been done towards supplying our schools 

with dictionaries, maps, globes, etc. Much more needs to be 

^one in this direction. There should be a greater liberality on 

the part of the patrons of our schools; an active rather than a 

passive interest ought to be manifested. 

Many of our district officers should exercise much more care 
in securing the services of suitable teachers, and teachers 
should prepare themselves to do more efficient work each suc- 
ceeding term. It is, however, due our teachers to say that many 
of them have put forth earnest efforts to better fit themselves 
for their work, and their labors have, in a measure, been appre- 
ciated. 

Since my last report I have made 230 visits ; have visited all 
•of the schools in the county once, and all, except about forty, 
twice. In many of the districts the officers and parents do 
much to assist and encourage the teachers in their work. 
This they do by frequently visiting the schools, and showing 
in various ways that they really have an interest in the welfare 
^oi their children. If parents generally would exercise a little 
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more anxiety, a little more care about this matter, it would 

• 

have a good effect on both teacher and pupils ; it would be a 
stimulus to greater exertion and productive of much good. 

I have held examinations this fall throughout the county 
The candidates have acquitted themselves very creditably, and 
many of them have shown a preparation that rather exceeded 
my expectations. 

Although the examinations have been more rigid than here- 
tofore there have been comparatively few failures, and the 
average standing is higher than that attained last year. The 
whole number of certificates granted during the year is 287; 
first grade 14, second grade 37, third grade 236. But three 
certificates have been renewed. There is no lack of teachers 
for our winter schools. Id a few cases difficulty has been 
experienced in obtaining teachers; not on account of a 
scarcity, however, but because there are only a few who are 
willing to risk their lives by teaching in an open log school- 
house during the winte^. One of the greatest hindrances to 
success in teaching, and one that demands earnest attention, 
is the irregular and partial attendauce of pupils at school. 
There has, undoubtedly, been an improvement in this matter 
during the past few years, but it will be necessary to employ 
some means more effective than the "compulsory act" before 
we make very great progress in removing this defect. 

There were 133 teachers in attendance at the State teachers' 
institute, held at Lansing in August. Among our teachers we 
have two graduates and three under-graduates of the State 
'Normal School. 

In conclusion, I wish in a word to express my grateful 
acknowledgments to the officers and patrons of our schools 
for the hospitality and kindness that has been uniformly 
extended. 

10 
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' ISABELLA COUNTY— Chaeles Curtis, Sup't. 

Again I have the pleasure of reviewing a year's work, and 
reporting progress ; and I am able to report progress, not only 
in our schools, but also in my own ideas of the work, the mag- 
nitude and importance of which I so greatly underrated at the 
beginning of my official duties. In this work, while there is 
much that is difficult and perplexing, I find much to enjoy; 
and to the teachers and people of the county I would again 
tender my thanks for their efforts to render my labors pleas- 
ant and effective. 

The board of supervisors, at their last session, have again 
expressed their opinion of the "system'' by passing a resolu- 
tion making the compensation five dollars per day, with the 
same number of days allowed as before. From this the con- 
clusion is easily reached that, although laboring under many 
disadvantages incident to the organization of schools in new 
counties, our people are alive to our true interests. As 
stated in my last report, if the "system'' is a failure here it 
must be the fault of the county superintendent himself. 

There are in the county forty-four organized school districts, 
though but forty-three are as yet in active operation. There 
is a tendency, which I have steadily discouraged, to make 
districts much too small in point of number of inhabitants 
and children included. Experience has shown that some 
inconvenience in the way of distance from school, etc., had 
better be suffered than to attempt to make a successful school 



with but six or eight children in the district. Such districts 
cannot of course afford to employ first grade teachers, and I 
am firm in the belief that first grade teachers are especially 
needed in schools of this character. The northern portion of 
our county is quite thinly settled, a great part of the land 
being held by lumbermen, speculators, and by the P. & P. M. 
R. E. company. Of course the settlers being located on such 
lands as they could obtain, labor under great disadvantages, so 
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far as schools are concerned. A very corameDdable zeal and 
energy is displayed, however, by them in their efforts to secure 
education for their children. 

The improved character of our school buildings is an index 
of our progress and the interest manifested in the cause. There 
are in the county forty-one school-houses, of which thirteen 
are frame, and are generally neat and comfortable buildings^ 
well adapted to meet the practical wants of the school. Nine 
of the thirteen have been built during the year, and five of the 
same are furnished with iron-frame seats. One year ago not a 
school-house in the county was so furnished. 

My examinations are so held as to comply with the law 
requiring an examination in each organized township during 
the year. The fall series, which are not yet completed, are 
held in ^xe of the most central places in the county, and are 
continued two days when the classes are large enough to war- 
rant it, and the time is occupied in institute work as well as in 
examination. The demand for better qualifications has been 
met in proper spirit by our teachers, as is shown, not only by 
the improved examinations, but by the general attendance at 
the meetings of the teachers^ associations, by the number of 
educational journals taken, and by the better quality of school- 
room work being accomplished. Earnest teachers make earn- 
est schools, and earnestness in this department is very soon 
realized by the people who then become earnest in the matter 
themselves, when complete success is assured. Our teachers*^ 
associations will continue the work on the same plan pursued 
heretofore, which includes an effort to interest the people in 
what is being done in the schools, as well as to awaken teach- 
ers to earnest action. 

We can hardly overestimate the value to our county of the 
State teachers' institute held here in December last. Nearly 
every teacher in the county was in attendance, and each one in 
the character of an earnest seeker for information concerning- 
school work. The good results are every where apparent. 
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Each teacher has been furnished with blanks for term 
reports with directions to forward one copy to the director of 
the district and one to this office. These reports contain a 
large number of particulars^ and are intended to suggest to 
teachers and district boards many improvements, as well as to 
furnish me with correct data with regard to the condition and 
progress of the schools. 

I have published and circulated the first number of a paper, 
entitled "The District School JournaV devoted to the school 
interests of the county. Through its columns I hope to make 
all the people acquainted with later methods of teaching, and 
the causes of success or failure. The paper is made self-sup- 
porting by means of advertisements. 

My official labors during the 'year ending September 1st, 
1872, may be summed up as follows : 

Teachers examined. 98 

First grade certificates granted _ 5 

Second " 16 

Third " 61 

I have attended two meetings of the State association of 
county superintendents; have made one hundred and fifty- 
eight school visits, which, with attending examinations, teach- 
ers' institutes and associations, and the usual office work, 
make one hundred and eighty-three and one half days 
employed in the duties of the office. 



HURON COUNTS— C.B. Cottrell, Sup't. 

I deem it proper, before proceeding with the statistics 
and remarks common to school reports, to revert to the sad 
condition of this county at the time of my last report The 
woeful spectacle then presented is yet too vivid in the minds of 
the inhabitants, and will long be remembered by those who 
witnessed the terrible desolation of that memorable fire, when 
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some perished in the coDflagration and others barely escaped 
with their lives by fleeing into the lake. Confusion and desti- 
tution reigned supreme throughout the largest portion of the 
county. Stores, mills, dwellings, barns, and extensive forests 
only served as fuel to the devouring flames. 

The report says that " eighteen school-houses were swept 
away, thus depriving nearly nine hundred children from the 
privileges of school." Heaps of ashes, smouldering piles, 
smoky fields, charred forests, and sad countenances, were all 
that could be seen after the conflagration in the " burnt dis- 
tricts" of Huron county. But the appeals of the distressed 
and destitute were soon heard, and thousands responded in 
every portion of our country, the Canadas, and even Europe, 
and never before was such a true Christian spirit and Inag- 
nanimity manifested since the history of man. Provisions, . 
wearing apparel, building material, and all the necessaries of 
life, were furnished in abundance. All were well provided 
and cared for, and with perhaps very few exceptions made more 
comfortable than ever before. Their deprivations and suffer- 
ings were but temporary. The stores, mills, dwellings, and 
barns were soon rebuilt and families returned to their homes. 
Scarcely had spring opened when the different branches of 
business were resumed with greater vigor than ever. The 
farmer's improved acres had increased, his farm had become 
more valuable, and he has since been rewarded with an abund- 
ant crop. Many a settler who formerly possessed only a 
rude log house and a small patch in the forest, now lives in a 
comfortable house, and his forest has been converted into till- 
able lands. 

The school-houses have all been replaced with better ones, 
and schools restored to their former prosperity. 

I herewith furnish a list of the school-houses which were 
destroyed by fire, with their value, and also the value of those 
rebuilt and amounts received. 
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w« #»r Val. of Val. of ._,» 

j?\'J<t Township. House Honee ,^/ 

^"^ destroys. rebuUt. "*^*^- 

2 Bingbam $150 $520 $520 

1 Dwight 250 1,100 416 

3 Grant 175 500 208 

1 Paris 180 715 816 

2 Paris 800 835 868 

3 Paris 100 650 600 

4 Paris - 150 860 416 

1 Rubicon 2,000 1,300 640 

3 Rubicon 500 540 128 

1 Sand Beacb 600 587 553 

2 Sand Beach 260 695 448 

1 Slieridan 100 1,000 336 

1 Sherman -%..- 300 464 828 

3 Sherman 50 824 213 

1 Sigel 200 ... 200 

1 Verona 850 1,128 448 

1 While Reck 500 1,500 938 

2 WhiteRock 200 136 

Total $6,855 $11,718 $9',730 

. In the valuations of the school-houses destroyed are 
included the school grounds. The valuations of those already 
built only include the cosfc of the buildings. In the last 
column is placed the amount each school district has 
received from the treasurer of the State relief committee. 
The amount apportioned to district number one of the town- 
ship of Dwight has not yet been paid over, the treasurer of the 
committee having been restrained from so doing by the school 
board of said district, owing to dissatisfaction and misuoder- 
fitanding between said board and the contractor relative to the 
new site of the building. Without exceptions the newly con- 
structed school-houses are far superior to the former ones. 
They are all frame buildings, and many of them well supplied 
with blackboards, and elegantly furnished with best patent 
seats and desks. 

In behalf of the people of the " burnt districts,'* I can say 
that feelings of deep gratitude are continually expressed for 
the prudent foresight of Mr. Baldwin, our worthy governor, in 
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strenuously insisting on having those funds which were placed 
in his hands appropriated to the building of such school- 
houses; and we most cordially thank him for positively refus- 
ing to place those funds in the hands of the relief committee 
until they assented to his wishes. As the result, those school- 
houses are all now rebuilt, and the youth are again drinking 
at the fountain of knowledge with renewed vigor. 
. I have during the last year past held public examinations in 
twenty townships, the other two being in the burnt districts, 
where the school-houses were destroyed, and where, in conse- 
quence, examinations were not necessary. I have also held 
twenty-six special examinations, occupying one half day for 
each. At these examinations seventy-one different persons 
presented themselves as candidates for teachers, and 59 were 
awarded certificates as follows : Three of the first, eight of the 
second, and forty-eight of the third grade. I was compelled, 
owing to the scarcity of teachers in the county, to award cer- 
tificates to some who ought to be receiving instruction instead 
of undertaking to impart what they do not understand. My 
requirements, as nearly as I can ascertain, have been about the 
same for the different grades of certificates as those of the other 
superintendents throughout the State. Certificates issued at 
the public examinations have been carefully marked, and each 
bears on its face the per cent of questions answered in each 
branch of study as well as the average marking secured. 

I have in a few instances indorsed certificates of teachers 
hailing from other counties, but have come to the conclusion 
to do so no more. It is a dangerous practice, the superintend- 
ent as well as the people being too liable to be imposed upon. 
I am cognizant of the fact that there are teachers holding certifi- 
cates of the third, and even of the second grade, who have been 
very desirous of having their certificates indorsed or renewed, 
wishing to teach in this county, but who upon examination 
proved miserable failures; could not tell the difference 
between a letter and an elementary sound, a vowel and a con- 
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sonant, a common and a decimal fraction ; knew nothing in 
arithmetic beyond simple division, and described orthography 
as being that science by which " one knows a man by his 
looks/' 

There are twenty-two organized townships in the county, 
and 52 school districts, four having been organized during the 
past year. 

There are 47 school-houses, of which number 32 are frame 
buildings, and the remainder are constructed of logs. Valu- 
ation of school-houses, including the school grounds, $35,249. 

The whole number of children in the county between the 
ages of five and twenty years, 3,023 ; and between the ages 
of eight and fourteen years, 1,284. Number that attended 
school some portion of the year, 1,447, nearly 48 per cent. 

Number of teachers employed during the school year, 58 ; 
males 8, and females 50. Number of months taught by qual- 
ified teachers, 208 ; by males 50, and by females 158. Total 
amount of moneys expended during the year for school pur- 
peses, $19,474 68. Total amount expendei for teachers' 
wages, $7,231 91. Average wages of male teachers per month, 
$49 52 ; average wages of female teachers per month, $30 10. 
Average amount expended for all school purposes per pupil, 
referring only to those who have attended school some portion 
of the year, $13 45. Total number of visits by county super- 
intendents as reported by the school inspectors, 58 ; and by 
directors, 112. 

My system of '' Term Report " and " Houor Card " is becom- 
ing more successful, and is being adopted in other counties. I 
furnish the blanks to teachers, and require them to report to 
the director and to the superintendent at the close of each 
term, — giving the whole number of pupils enrolled, the per 
cent and average attendance, whole number of days lost by 
absence, whether on account of sickness or for other cause ; 
number of visits from superintendent, district oflBcers, and 
parents, and the number of pupils neither absent nor tardy. 
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I issue honor cards at the close of each term to the pupils who 
have been prompt and regular in attendance, and who have lost 
no time whilst they were members of the school, unless it was on 
account of sickness, inclemency of the weather, or the condition 
of the roads was such as to render it impracticable for the 
pupils to get to the school. No honor cards are awarded to any 
pupils who have not attended the school for six consecutive 
weeks during the term. I issue three grades — the blue, the 
China purple, and the gold. Attendance is the requisite for the 
blue, attendance and deportment, for the China purple, and 
attendance, deportment and progression for the gold. I have 
issued during the year 627 of these cards. I publish abstracts 
of these reports in the county paper, publishing the names of 
those receiving honor cards. I am confident that the per cent- 
age of attendance has been largely increased by this system* 
If there is any one thing to which I have paid more than com- 
mon attention, it is the matter of attendance, believing that 
there is no greater evil affecting our schools. 

The act to provide for a tax upon dogs is a dead letter in 
this county. Not a cur has been taxed for the last three years, 
and previous to that time the enforcement of said act was con- 
fined to the township of D wight. Section one of said act is 
construed by the supervisors of this county to mean as it is 
worded and punctuated ; referring only to dogs of cities. 

The same remarks made in my last report in regard to 
libraries would still be appropriate ; the library fund being 
generally appropriated for the purchasing of school apparatus, 
Buch as charts, outline maps, globes, word-method, diction- 
aries, etc. 

No teachers^ institute was held during the past year, owing 
to the scarcity of teachers in the county. 

In text books a marked improvement has been made, but 
there are as yet only one half of the districts having a uniform- 
ity of text books. 

The graded schools at Port Austin and Port Crescent are in 
11 
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a prosperous condition. Two others are in contemplation, one 
at Port Hope and the other at Eock Falls. There are also two 
select schools, both at Sebewaing, with an attendance of 160 
papils. Eeligion, and all the common branches of education 
are taught in those schools. In one the instructions are con- 
fined to the German language, but in the other all the different 
branches are also taught in the English language. Mr^ 
Andrew Kuch, teacher in the latter, has furnished me with 
statistics, of which I have made the following synopsis : This 
school is styled the " German Evangelical Lutheran St. 
Immanuel Congregational School.^' The school year com- 
mences the first week in April, and closes the last week in 
March. Number of pupils that are now in attendance 84 : 
males 36, and females 48. Branches taught — reading, spelling, 
penmanship, geography, grammar, mental and written arith- 
metic, theology and music. Both of those schools are under 
the management of qualified and experienced teachers, 

I propose during the coming winter to visit every school dis- 
trict in the county, and make a careful observation of the con. 
dition and progress of each school, and may from time to time 
publish the result in the county paper. 

In conclusion, I wish to testify to the uniform kindness and 
consideration with which I have been treated in every part of 
the county, and from the encouragement already received* 
soliciting the co-operation of the friends of education, I shall 
continue to labor for the improvement of the schools of the 
county with confidence of success. 



JACKSON COUNTY— W. Irvikg Bbitnett, Sup't. 

In submitting this, my fourth annual report, I cannot refrain 
from bearing testimony here to the laudable efforts of the town- 
ship clerks and inspectors, exhibited in the compiling of the 
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accompanying reports from the too generally tangled and per- 
plexing returns made by the directors. Imperfect as they yet 
are, they would present a fer more imperfect appearance were 
it not for the care and labor bestowed upon them, and thanks 
are due to the town clerks in particular for the aid so patiently 
and cordially given. 

From these reports it will be seen that in all material ele- 
ments of progress and improvement the results of the past year 
are most gratifying. 

There has been no great stride made in any one particular, 
nor any attempt made in any special direction, but a general 
advance, slight, yet sure, along the whole line. 

Some new school buildings have been erected, others repaired 
and reseated. The value of the school property has increased, 
and the indebtedness diminished. The enrollment of pupils is 
greater, and the attendance better than last year. In the qual- 
ity of instruction given and the employment of improved 
methods, there has been, in my estimation, a very considerable 
advance over any previous year. Likewise, in the tone and 
spirit of the schools themselves there are generally to be seen 
evidences of improvement. 

The three-term system for district schools that embodies sa 
many desirable advantages and avoids so many discourage- 
ments, is steadily growing into public favor, though more 
slowly than I could wish. About one-fourth of the districts 
have thus far adopted this system. 

EXAMINATIONS. 

During the past year there have been held forty regular and 
several oflBce examinations, at which have appeared four hun* 
dred and eight candidates. Of this number six were entitled 
to certificates of the first grade, forty-two to second grade^ 
while three hundred and twenty received third grade £ Not 
deeming it expedient, I have not materially increased the stand- 
ing required for the different grades, though I have yielded less 
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to the importunings of district officers, who plead " small 
district" and "backward school'' in their eflEbrts to obtain 
cheap or handy-by teachers. 

The experience of each succeeding year has more fully con- 
firmed me in the bpinion that the elevation of our schools 
must come mainly through the teachers, and that the only 
rtliable authority of the county superintendent rests in the 
examinations. His powers as an exhorter may be tasked to 
the utmost, yet his solicitations, warnings, and pleadings too 
often fall on deaf ears and barren ground. The examination 
of teachers affords him the only weapon that he can feel any 
certainty in wielding — ^the only lever of real power which he 
possesses. With such light as I possess I have striven to so use 
this means as to make it most available for the good of the 
schools under my charge, keeping this one object steadily in 
view. 

The teachers of Jackson county have, in the main, most cor- 
dially acquiesced in whatever advance was required in the mat- 
ter of examinations. 

If I were to specify what the most general deficiency appar- 
'ent in our teachers was, it would not be so much a lack of 
acquaintance with the technical branches which they are 
required to teach, as a want of general information on the cur- 
rent topics of the times, and a fund of supplemental informa- 
tion to illustrate and make interesting the technical branches 
taught in schools. 

However necessary a thorough acquaintance with text books 
may be, there yet lies back of this the necessity for a more 
thorough culture on general matters of taste and information 
Among the mass of our country teachers. 

SMALL SCHOOLS. \ 

In this, as in most of the older counties, there are many 
schools that languish because of the paucity of pupils. This 
is particularly incident to old and rich farming districts where 
children are sent to graded schools as soon as they arrive at 
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sufficient age, leaving only a small number of primary pupila 
to attend the district school. In other localities it seems owing^ 
to the fact that one generation has out-grown the school* 
before the succeeding has supplied its place in them. There- 
is likewise a considerable fluctuation in the size of a major- 
ity of our schools; some are increasing in numbers astonish- 
ingly, others are diminishing. The graded and village schoola 
show a uniform and rapid increase, while some district schools 
that had almost dwindled away are again growing and thriving. 

SUMMARY OF LABOR. 

The labors incident to the office, comprising so much that 
is arduous and perplexing, and yet much else that is stimulating 
and agreeable, have been prosecuted by me during the whole 
•f the past year without a day^s intermission. I can enumerate 
but a part of the many things that I have attempted. 

I have endeavored to visit all of the schools in the county 
twice during the year, but as may readily be supposed, I have 
not quite succeeded in so doing for want of a sufficient number 
of days.^ I have, however, made upwards %f 280 visits, generally 
of half a day each. Two county institutes were held last 
November, one at Brooklyn and another at Parma. At these 
I was favored with the assistance of those eminent educators. 
Profs. Payne, Bellows and Goodison, and many of our own 
teachers in the county. The attendance, interest, and results 
of those institutes were satisfactory and remunerative to a 
high degree. 

During the past winter I lectured at some fifteen different 
places in the county on subjects pertaining to the wants and 
condition of our common schools, to generally full and always 
attentive audiences. 

• The publication of the School Monitor has been continued 
during the past year, and in that I have embodied the term 
reports of the teachers and the " roll of honor'* as heretofore* 
In my former reports I have spoken of the many advantages 
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attending the publication of that little sheet, which I need not 
again reiterate. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Through the courtesy of the board of superyisors I have been 
provided with a commodious and pleasant oflace in the new and 
elegant county building. 

Saturday of each week is devoted to oGQce work, and atten- 
tion to the numerous calls unceasingly made in all manner of 
cases. OflBce examinations of teachers I have, as far as possible, 
abolished; likewise the practice of commencing to teach before 
being duly licensed — two of the most annoying infringements 
of system that a superintendent has to contend with. 

Before closing this report, I desire to bear my mite of testi- 
mony in reference to the value and efficiency of the State 
Normal School, as exhibited through the medium of many of 
the teachers of Jackson county. We have not many graduates 
of, yet many that have attended for a time, the Normal; and 
other things being equal, I find them more imbued with the 
true spirit of the teacher, more practical in their daily work, 
more conversant with the most approved methods of instruc- 
tion, than the average teacher. 

The past has been, in some respects, an unfortuitous year 
for our schools. Last winter was unusually severe and tem- 
pestuous, and the county has been ravaged successively during 
the year by measles, whooping-cough, and scarlet-fever. Not- 
withstanding all these drawbacks the average attendance at the 
schools has not decreased from last year, and the number of 
"cards of honor "given for perfect attendance was consider- 
ably larger than ever before. The faithful and persistent 
labors of the teachers deserve much commendation, and the 
'encouragement and aid lent by many patrons and officers has 
been productive of much good wherever exhibited. Daring 
tthe time that I have striven to fill the office, conferred upon 
me I have received so many marks of esteem, cordiality, and 
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confidence th^t I should fail did I attempt to express mj grat- 
itude therefor. 

Notwithstanding the many unpleasant functions of the 
office, and the necessary relationship with so great number of 
persons, yet I have never had the least disrespect manifested 
towards me, except in one instance, even by the most bitter 
opponents of the school system. The labor and efforts that 
have been given to the school interests of Jackson county have 
not been unproductive. The harvest has not failed in the 
past and the future is full of promise. 



KALAMAZOO COUNTY— E. G. Hall, Sup't. 

I began the duties of this office on the first day of last Feb- 
ruary, Sup't Eood having resigned, and in consequence of 
which this report will be somewhat imperfect. I proceeded at 
once to make myself more thoroughly acquainted with the 
schools and the teachers throughout the county for the basis 
of future operations, which I did principally by school visita- 
tion. There are now one hundred and thirty-nine school dis- 
tricts in the county, outside of the village of Kalamazoo, one new 
district having been formed the past year. All of these I have 
visited once and a part of them twice, making one hundred 
and fifty-six visits, spending one-half day to each school, except 
the graded schools, with which I spent one day. On account 
of sickness, vacation, etc., eight schools were not in session at 
the time I visited the district. These will receive my earliest 
attention in my winter visitation. I have made a speciality in 
endeavoring to induce some of the school officers and as many 
of the parents as, I could to visit the school with me. Sixty- 
eight school officers have visited schools with me, and a few 
times I have succeeded in getting others to visit schools with 
me. 
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I have found that penmanship is very much neglected in the 
schools of this county. It is almost wholly crowded out The 
teachers say they have not time for it, and the parents do not 
furnish writing material. There is truth in the above, and yet 
the teachers^ as a class, are not qualified to teach penmanship. 
I have urged this subject upon the attention of school oflScers 
and parents, and made it a requirement for a certificate that 
the teacher should know how to teach the principles of pen- 
manship. 

In my school visits I.have endeavored to awaken both teachers 
and pupils to more thorough and effectual work — to labor for 
results. 

SIGNS OF PBOGEESS. 

From my previous acquaintance with the schools of this 
county I notice certain sure signs of progress, which it gives me 
great pleasure to mention. First, there is an advancement in the 
qualification of teachers, both in scholarship and methods of 
teaching. Second, many of our schools require teachers with 
better qualifications. Third, there is a more earnest inquiry of 
school oflBcers for better and more competent teachers, and a 
willingness to pay liberal wages when satisfied that they pos- 
sess superior qualifications. Fourth, an increased pride in good 
school buildings with modern improvements, beautifying and 
improving school-yards, etc. 

NEW SCHOOL-HOUSES. 

Five dilapidated school-houses have given way, during the 
past year, to new ones. Four are frame, and built in the rural 
districts, and all substantial buildings, seated with iron-frame 
seats. No. 2, Portage, deserves especial notice. It is one of the 
finest buildings of its kind in the county, and reflects great 
credit upon the inhabitants of the district. The people of 
Schoolcraft have rebuilt a very fine house in place of the 
one burnt little more than a yearago. The last is an improve- 
ment in many respects upon the first. Two districts hare 
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already taken steps towards building new houses next season ; 

and other districts are sadly in need of new houses^ and in 
places where there is wealth and means to build with. 

EXAMINATIONS. 

I held twelve examinations, of two days each in the spring 
in different parts of the county, and fifteen during the fall, at 
which appeared 322 candidates for certificates ; of whom 213 
received third grade certificates, 54 second grade, and 3 first 
grade. The examinations were both oral and written ; the 
design of the oral being to prove and corroborate the written. 

INSTITUTES. 

A State institute was held at Vicksburg last spring, com- 
mencing April 14, and continuing five days. Hon. 0. Hosford 
and Prof. C. F. E. Bellows were present, and about seventy 
teachers. The teachers and citizens felt that the exercises 
were deeply interesting and just what was needed. 

During the fall three normal classes or county institutes, of 
one week each, commencing September 30, were held in dif- 
ferent parts of the county, at which one hundred different 
teachers were in attendance. The exercises were conducted 
by myself, together with such help as I could make use of at 
the institute ; taking up the most prominent points of the 
text, where teachers are most commonly found deficient. 
These were counted as a success. Following this, there was a 
State institute held at Schoolcraft, commencing October 28, 
and continuing five days, at which there were seventy teach- 
ers. The exercises were very instructive, and the teachers all 
felt themselves very much profited and strengthened in their 
work. Hon. 0. Hosford and Prof. J. Estabrook were present, 
and won for themselves many warm friends among the teach- 
ers. A county teachers^ association was organized at the 
close of the institute, which promises future usefulness. 
12 
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KENT COUNTY— H. B. Fallass, Sup't. 

Again it has become my duty to report to yon what has 
been done for the cause of education in this county during the 
past year, by the county superintendent, teachers, ^bool 
oflScers, and others. 

summary of superintendent's labor. 

I have held an examination in every town but one in the 
<50unty during the year; and also, one a the oflBce in Grand 
Eapids the second and last Saturday of every month. At 
these examinations I have received about six hundred applica- 
iions for certificates; about four hundred and fifty were 
panted. Of these about fifty were of the first and second 
grades, and the balance of the third. Of course, it is not to be 
understood that we have as many teachers as certificates 
panted ; because, you know, some of them, being rather extrav- 
agant, have to have two in a year. 

I have visited all of the schools in the county during the 
year except a few that were not in session when I called. 
Many have been visited twice. 

I have written in all over three thousand letters during the 
time. I attended one of the meetings of the superintendents* 
association, and failed to attend one because it was held when 
our schools were in session and I could not leave. 

I did my part in the county institute, which was held at 
Cedar Springs the last week in October. One hundred and 
fifty enthusiastic teachers were present; and I think all of 
them felt that they were benefited sufficiently to amply repay 
them for their trouble in getting to the place, which is situated 
nearly on the northern line of the county. A county associa- 
tion was formed, which will hold a meeting about four times a 
year. 
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condition of schools. 

Not having "had an opportunity to visit many of them since 
the beginning of the present term, I am unable to inform you 
perfectly in regard to the present condition. But having 
learned to believe the schools ans nearly as their teachers, and 
knowing that we have never before employed so well educated 
a class of the latter, I shall be sadly disappointed if I do not 
find the schools correspondingly improved. During the past 
year there have been fewer failures in school than I have ever 
before known. During the summer I think there were but two 
or three failures among our two hundred teachers ; and up to 
about the first of July I found but few schools where the pupils 
were unable to review their books and tell me nearly all 
they had learned. 

SCHOOL-HOUSES. 

Several new houses have been built ; all of them good, and 
some of them very good. The one at Cedar Springs will cost 
about $20,000, and the one at Ada about $6,000. They will 
be ready for use about the first of January. Several of the new 
district school-houses also, are made of brick, and nearly or 
quite all of them supplied with the very best of furniture. 

APPARATUS. 

But little apparatus is to be found in our rural schools. 
Many of them, however, have purchased charts and maps, 
which is one step in the right direction, soon to be followed, 
I hope by another, and then not stop. 

UNIFORMITY OF BOOKS. 

We are nqt very badly distressed with a multiplicity of text 
books in this county. Many of our school officers did their 
duty in this respect, and our teachers have generally taken 
the right course, which has saved us much trouble. 

LIBRAttlES. 

Our libraries are but little used. I have tried to do some 
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good by urging teachers and pupils to read them, but cannot 
flatter myself that I have accomplished much. 

FEELING TOWAED THE SCHOOL LAW. 

I am of the opinion that the free-school law is very popular. 
As for county superintendents, there are still many persons 
feeling somewhat vexed because of their creation ; but I am 
assured by men that I believe to be candid that there is a much 
better feeling toward them than existed a few years ago. The 
charges urged against the system are, that the schools cost 
more than they did before its inauguration. 



LAPEER COUNTY— J. H. Vincent, Sup't. 

This report embraces the record of my oflBcial labor for the 
year ending November Ist, 1872. It will not vary much from 
my last report, so far as work is concerned. Superintendents' 
labor, like school teaching, is about the same routine each year. 

Number of days devoted to official work, two hundred and 
thirty. Whole number of visitations, seventy. Number of 
public schools, one hundred and twenty-six. One private 
German school. Number of children between the ages of 5 and 
20, seven thousand eight hundred and five. Number between 
the ages of 8 and 14, three thousand four hundred and 
thirty-nine. Number that attended school during the year, 
six thousand four hundred and sixty-four. Value of school- 
houses and lots, 1108,486 25. 

examinations. 

During the year thirty-two public examinations have been 
held at the most central points in the county; and a number 
of other examinations at my office. 

Whole number of persons examined for teachers* certificates, 
two hundred and seventy-seven. Whole number of certificates 
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granted, two hundred and thirty-seven ; of these, fifteen were 
first grade, sixty-six second, and one hundred and fifty-six 
third grade. Whole number rejected, forty. 

SCHOOLS, ETC. 

District No. 6 in Hadley is just finishing a school building 
that is an honor to the village, as well as a blessing to the 
scholars, and it is expected that the people of the district will 
maintain a first-class school. 

The first and only stone school-house in the county is nearly 
completed in district No. 1 of Oregon, where a new school 
building has been much needed for a long time. 

Tw« State teachers' institutes have been held in the county 
' during the past year ; one at Almont in April, and one at Lapeer 
in August, each conducted by Hon. 0. Hosford, ably assisted 
at the former by Prof. McLouth, and at the latter by Prof. 
Estabrook. A goodly number of the teachers of the county 
were present at each institute, and they manifested a determi- 
nation to obtain all the school-room information possible, and 
enjoy the able evening lectures. 

I think the board of supervisors have received " more light ^* 
in education, for they have granted me fifty days more time to 
labor for the schools of the county, being in all two hundred 
and fifty, at three dollars per day. 

May peace and prosperity bless the people, and may they 
ever oppose all movements that tend to clog the wheels of 
education. 



LEELANAW COUNTY— Salmon Steele, Sup't. 

I herewith submit my second annual report ; also the report 
of inspectors of schools from seven townships only. The delay 
of this report arises from the delay of the township reports, and 
even now I send with two townships unreported; I will send 
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them at the earliest opportunity. From this it will readily be 
seen that I shall be unable to give a statistical report of our 
county. 

Our blanks did not reach us until about the first of September, 
"which is some apology for the lateness of reports coming in. 
This year I think that our Inspectors' reports will show that 
the compulsory enactments of the last Legislature have been 
beneficial; though there has been within my knowledge no 
forcible appeal to the law, nevertheless it has had its influence 
upon many families that needed its promptings. 

The work of education is of the most vital importance, and 
no educator can look upon it with proper views, and feelings, 
from a mere business stand-point. It involves interests com- 
pared with which gold has no intrinsic value. 

In conclusion, I assure you of my desire for your happiness 
and success in the field you have so long occupied. Though 
you may not sustain the relation which you have so long and 
usefully filled, your heart and hands will, I know, be still 
employed in the work of education. 

Our greatest deficiency lies in the want of systemized plans 
of operation in the theory and art of teaching. Many of our 
teachers have no advantages beyond those of .a common dis- 
trict school education. Though they are quite good in a knowl- 
edge ©f the rudiments to be taught, they have had no training 
in the manner and mode of teaching. These defects I have 
painfully felt, and labored to remedy so far as my limited time 
would allow. We need the "Normal School'' training, and if 
we cannot avail ourselves of these advantages, the Institute for 
teachers would improve us. But our remote condition, and 
the great expense involved in attending, place even thes^ out 
of our reach. We are hopeful, however, for the future. The 
railroad is approaching, and with it we hope for better facili- 
ties in educational instruction, occasioned by sending of them 
by express by a route that gives us only one boat weekly, and 
in stress of weather only comes tri-monthly, and with no 
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express office within thirty miles. Upon writing several times 
to the oflSce, I finally received two packages with charges 
demanded of one dollar and thirty-five cents. 

There have been several new districts added to the thirty- 
seven reported last year. We have at present, I think, forty- 
four. The Indians, who have heretofore depended upon gov- 
ernment schools, have organized districts within themselves^ 
Two schools have been taught this summer of purely Indian 
children, and by Indian teachers. They have made commend- 
able progress in reading, spelling, and arithmetic. 

I have visited all of the schools in the county, and most of 
them twice, and some more than this. 

May your successor, whoever he may be, come into the field 
which has been so zealously cultivated and prepared by previ- 
ous labor, and, with his numerous co-laborers, achieve still 
greater results. 



LENAWEE COUNTY— W. Stearns, Sup't. 

Not much change has been made in the boundaries of dis- 
tricts, the number remaining the same as last year. Two or 
three small fractional districts have been abolished, and in 
some cases new districts have been formed. 

The condition of the schools has, as a general rule, been 
highly satisfactory, and I think that the improvement in 
Bchool management during the past year has been marked and 
decided. The supply of good, well-qualified teachers is by far 
too limited for the demands of the county. 

Examinations have been held twice in each township, and on 
Saturdays of each week at the office. These examinations 
have been both oral and written, and confined almost entirely 
to the common branches, and I have made it a practice to 
close each examination with a few remarks to the teachers 
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upon the subject of school mauagement ; their duties, and their 
legal rights. I have had occasion to revoke several certificates 
because of incapacity, or of immoral conduct. 

A large number of new houses have been built during the 
year, and a number of districts contemplate erecting houses the 
coming summer. 

The graded schools are all in a flourishing condition, and 
the reports from the union schools of Hudson and Adrian are 
highly flattering to their respective superintendents. 

I have visited, during the year, every school but four in the 
county while the school was in session ; though but one school 
in the county has not been visited during the year; the 
other three not being in session when the visits were made. 
The whole number of visits made during the year was 295. 

Number of certificates issued 346, as follows : 1st grade 14, 
2d, 116, 3d, 216. Number of teachers examined, 621 ; 
rejected, 170. Number of normal graduates teaching, 2. 

My relations with teachers and oflBcers of schools have been 
of the most friendly nature, and the support and sympathy 
given me in my work, cordial and hearty. 

The board of supervisors have provided every thing asked to 
enable me to meet with success, and have paid all bills incurred 
for printing, postage, stationery, etc., and allowed my expenses 
for holding institutes. There have been four institutes held 
during this fall, each continuing one week. The attendance 
was, in the aggregate, 176; there being over 80 in attend- 
ance at Adrian, and 50 in Hudson. 

The "compulsory act" is a dead letter, and I find no one 
enforcing it, or even paying it any attention, farther than to 
post the annual notices, and I cannot say that has been done 
in all of the districts. 

Taken as a whole, I consider the schools of Lenawee county 
in as flourishing condition as could reasonably be expected, and 
I trust gradually and steadily growing better; and will com- 
pare favorably with those of any other coutity in the State. 
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LIVINGSTON COUNTY— p. Shields, Sup't. 

In making my annual report to the State department of 
public instruction, I take pleasure in saying that school work 
in this county during the past year has resulted in no slight 
degree of success, and I rejoice to believe that there is here a 
growing public sentiment in favor of our educational interests. 

There are 133 diflferent schools in the county (six of these 
are graded — one of 8, one of 4, one of 3, and three of 2 depart- 
ment each), requiring, when all in session, 148 teachers. 

There were granted during the year 5 certificates of the 
first, 17 of the second, and 223 of the third grade ; and 29 
applicants were rejected as unqualified. Short certificates 
were granted in the majority of cases, because frequent and 
thorough examination is found to be a good means of inducing 
teachers to prepare themselves and progress with the pro- 
fession. 

As soon as I learned the need of a higher state of culture on 
the part of our teachers, I sent out a circular setting forth 
what would be required on examination, and what would be 
expected of the teachers before again taking charge of the 
schools; and I was gratified at the cordial manner in which 
the teachers co-operated with me in my efforts to raise the 
standard of efficiency in school work, and as the result, I 
have been relieved of the unpleasant duty of rejecting many 
applicants while on my last tours of inspection through the 
county, nearly all having made special preparation for their 
work. 

The following statistics may vary somewhat from the truth, 
on account of some insufficient reports : 

There have been reported 6,454 children of school age, and 

of this number 6,778 attended school during the year ; but of 

these, many were so irregular as to derive little or no benefit. 

Indeed, this irregalarity is so great in many instances that it 

13 
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becomes almost a public pest, since it so far retards the progress 
of the public schools. The whole number of months of school 
during the yearwas 902, making an average of about 6i months 
for each district. The whole amount paid out during the 
year for teachers^ wages was $28,126 85, making an average of 
$31 18 per month. The difference between the wages of males 
and females is gradually becoming less than heretofore. 

The attendance during the winter and spring or early sum- 
mer months was about 88 per cent, but during the months of 
July and August it decreased about 50 per cent. This shows 
the impropriety of keeping school during that portion of the 
year. Some of our schools have either adopted the three-term 
system, or arranged their terms so as to vacate during the hot 
season, and I would be glad to see a similar course pursued by 
all. About 200 visits were made during the year. My time 
is not suflBcient to visit each school twice a year, as 1 would 
like to do. These visits result in much good; as they afford 
an opportunity for correcting any errors that may exist in the 
practical work of the school-room. 

There was one State Institute held in the county during the 
year — at Howell — commencing October 16, 1871, and attended 
by 129 teachers. Since that time our institute work has been 
confined to normal classes and times of examination ; and for 
this reason I have made fewer appointments for examination 
and remained longer at each, a practice which has given satis- 
faction to myself and the great majority of teachers and others 
interested, and objected to only by a few who regard time as 
thrown away when given in preparation for the important 
work of moulding characters and shaping the destinies of 
immortal beings. As my plan has been not so much to cut 
off our poorest teachers as to make them more efficient, I have 
encouraged the formation of teachers' classes in connection 
with our graded schools, as the best means of preparatioa 
within our reach ; and I have given my time and attention 
largely to the training of these classes, especially at Howell, 
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where a large number of teachers were thoroughly drilled in 
all the branches of study required to be taught in the schools. 

Several new and commodious school-houses were erected dur- 
ing the year, and a number of old ones have been notably 
repaired. There is, however, in a good many districts a tena- 
cious opposition to all efforts made to replace old and almost 
worthless buildings by new ones more worthy the name of 
school-house. 

In this connection I wish to correct an erroneous opinion, 
which prevails in the minds of many of our people with 
reference to the presence of so many foreigners in our midst, 
who are believed to endanger the existence of our institutions, 
because unwilling to educate themselves or their children into 
the habits and customs of the country of their adoption. 
However this maybe in other places, it is not the truth in this 
county; for in the townships composed almost wholly of 
adopted citizens there are better buildings and as much inter- 
est every way in educational matters as in the townships 
otherwise composed. 

The text books used in many of our schools are various, and 
behind the times. This last consideration is a great hindrance 
to educational progress, and as our teachers learn to teach sub- 
jects rather than text books I do not recommend any changes 
simply for the sake of uniformity, but I do favor all changes 
for the purpose of replacing the old by the new and improved 
text books of the present time. 

Our county teachers' association is an important agent in 
stirring up enthmsiasm and interest in educational matters. 

In conclusion, I would say that our work here is generally 
characterized as harmonious ; teachers, oflBcers, and friends 
lending their hearty assistance to promote the onward progress 
of educational work. Many teachers have expressed their appro- 
bation of my efforts to raise the standard of work. They say 
it is right — ^that progression should be our aim ; and many of 
them say they will find no fault if cut off from the list of 
qualified teachers if they fail to keep up to the standard. 
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I would not have it understood that there is no opposition 
here, for I sometimes find it necesssary to thwart the wishes of 
those who manage certain " small schools ;" " backward schools, 
which anybody can teach;'* "schools unable to pay much 
wages;'* " composed of small children ;*' when they urge me to 
license certain persons whom they know to be qualified to 
teach their schools; and since these people rarely stop to think 
or investigate, or to consider the circumstances or motives 
which govern the actions of men, they not unfrequeutly 
charge me with injustice, or with being influenced by preju- 
dice, or personal considerations; and I usually fail when I 
attempt to convince these people that they particularly need 
good teachers, and that their schools are such as they are 
because of their management. 

But, heedless of all this, I go on, conscious of having per- 
formed my duty, and I am happy to know that our schools, 
though not at present all that could be desired, are nevertheless 
steadily moving forward. 



MACOMB COUNTY— Sidney H. Woodford, Sup't. 

As school visitations are supposed to be one of the most 
important branches of the Superintendent's work, I naturally 
first allude to that. I have made one general visitation of the 
schools, and have succeeded in reaching every district in the 
county; although, in several districts whose schools were closed 
for repairs or other causes at the time of my visit, no actual visi- 
tations were made. When sickness has interfered with my visi- 
tations so as to endanger educational interests, I have engaged 
the services of the Eev. Mr. Baird, a gentleman of acknowledged 
ability, whom the State Superintendent has appointed as my 
successor. In cases where I have considered it necessary, I 
have visited the same teacher two or three, and even four. 
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times. My rule has been, not bo much to multiply formal 
visits as to have an actual supervision over all the teachers, and 
acquaint myself with their various excellencies and defects ; 
and, as a matter of course, my visits have been more frequent 
to the schools in charge of less competent teachers. Although 
I have made nearly 200 visits during the year, I will mention 
that in the reports of some of the township inspectors I am 
reported as not having visited certain schools, some of which I 
have visited, even two or three times. Under ordinary circum- 
stances I should return these reports and insist upon correc- 
tions of these errors, but the necessity of unusual expedition in 
the reports this year may be suffered to outweigh minor errors 
of this kind. I therefore forward the reports as they are. 

I am very happy to be able to say that most of our teachers 
have been fully appreciative of the meaning of these visits of 
mine, and have taken the suggestions and advice I have been 
able to offer in the true spirit of desire for their own profes- 
sional improvement, and in these cases the results of my visits 
have been gratifyingly apparent. Wherever incompetency in 
teachers has existed, it has had its cause in the immaturity and 
inexperience of youth. The necessity of employing these 
youthful teachers has been so frequently adverted to by writers 
upon the subject, that I simply give the facts without sugges- 
tions for their correction. Yet, with the large proportion of 
young teachers that we have, so faithful and competent have 
they generally approved themselves that I have discovered the 
necessity of revoking certificates in only two instances. 

In the examination of teachers, I have required, as far as 
possible, evidence of successful work in the oldest teachers. 
Some have failed upon the application of this test, and I have, 
therefore, in a few instances, refused to license teachers who 
had held many certificates before. In all these cases, I have 
judiciously and kindly informed the persons beforehand of my 
conviction of their unfitness, and have warned them of the dif- 
ficulty they were likely, in the future, to experience in obtain- 



102 PUBLIC INSTEUCTION. 

ing certificates, rather than revoke an existing one. I have 
also required, in the younger teachers, intellectual growth with 
the growth of years— believing that persons incapable of per- 
sonal intellectual growth must be incompetent to train up the 
minds of others. I have plainly warned the young teachers 
that, unless I were able to discover evidences in them of this 
growing process from time to time, they would be dropped 
from the list of qualified teachers. This regulation I have con- 
sistently carried out, and it has had its designed effect much 
beyond my anticipations. 

During the year I have issued 267 certificates: 10 of the first 
grade, 57 of the second, and 179 of the third. The whole num- 
ber of teachers employed during the year is, males,-57, females, 
179; total, 236. The total wages paid to teachers are: to 
males, $14,055.50 ; to females, $20,293.48 ; total, $34,348.98. 

Although we possess every variety of school building, from 
the absolutely disgusting and worthless ruin to the approxi- 
mation to perfection, yet the whole may be divided into two 
classes — those belonging to a former generation, and those 
belonging to the present. I think these two classes are about 
equal. It appears to be the policy to allow a building to stand 
until it literally falls in pieces, and to rebuild only when it can 
be said that no scheol-house exists in the district. The past year 
has witnessed the collapse of three of these buildings, and I am 
happy to say that the collapsing point or period of many others 
cannot be far distant. When compelled to rebuild, it is but 
just to say our people usually vote for the best that can be had, 
under the limitation, of course, of absolute necessity. In our 
112 districts there are 116 school buildings, 102 frame, 12 of 
brick, 1 of stone, and 1 of logs. The total valuation of this 
property is estimated at $109,928. 

No prosecutions under the compulsory law have come to my 
knowledge, although I know many cases of its violation. 
Where prosecutions have been threatened, the parties, either 
through ignorance or policy, have insisted upon understanding 
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the cases to be personal issues between themselves and the 
directors; and the oflBcers, desiring to avoid neighborhood 
quarrels, have allowed the law to remain unexecuted. The 
number of children. in the county between the ages of five and 
twenty years is 9,961 ; the actual number of attendants at 
school during some portion of the year is reported at 6,892 ; 
showing a little less than 70 per cent of all the children as 
having attended the public schools. It' we were to add to the 
number of attending children about 300 unreported attendants 
in the township of Clinton (from whose inspectprs no reports 
have been received, and whose district reports are very defec- 
tive), the above percentage would be a very little increased ; so 
that we may say that the average attendance, as compared with 
the census enrollments, has for several years remained in statu 
quo. There are several large religious schools in the county, 
but I do not think a consideration of them can affect the above 
percentage in its relation to the compulsory law. From testi- 
mony that I regard credible, I am able to say that only suffi- 
cient English grammar is taught in our German schools to 
comply with the letter of the law, but not enough to benefit 
the pupils thus taught. 

There are in the county 10 high or graded schools, but the 
majority of them are so only in law, not in fact. We have but 
three institutions where definite courses of instruction are 
established, and the other "graded" schools have been so 
organized for purposes of local benefit or convenience, and not 
for purposes under the intention of the law. Our three high 
schools proper, located at Mt. Clemens, Eomeo, and Utica, are 
really institutions of great power and influence in the county, 
and send out a very large proportion of our qualified teachers 
I understand that the high school at Memphis is, in the future, 
to be governed by a more enlightened policy than in the past, 
owing to the laudable exertions of its present laudably ambi- 
tious principal. 

In conclusion, I desire to record my decided conviction in 
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favor of a system of county superintendency. I have been 
engaged in the work only long enough to discover what might 
be done by a wise system of this kind in the hands of compe- 
tent and conscientious men. I can see where the superintend- 
ency has done enough for this county, even in my own weak 
hands, to compensate it for all the paltry expenditures it has 
made for it, and with our present system improved in a few 
important particulars, and with a more competent person to 
use it, I believe its good influence could hardly be over-esti- 
mated. I repeat, then, my (oflBcially) dying conviction in favor 
of the permanency of the county superintendency. 



MANISTEE COUNTY— JoHK W. Allen, Sup't. 

THE WOEK OF THE YEAR. 

In connection with the fall series of examinations I held 
two institutes, or, more properly, training schools. The attend- 
ance was fair, considering the small number of teachers in the 
county, and a good degree of interest was manifested. By 
familiar lectures and by practical illustrations I endeavored to 
present to them the most approved methods of instruc- 
tion now employed in the best schools of this and other States. 
I found, on visiting the schools during the winter, that most of 
the teachers were endeavoring to carry out those methods, and 
in many schools there was a marked improvement. When I 
first commenced the work of the superintendency there were 
no schools outside of Manistee City in which the word-method 
was taught, and few in which there was any proper classifica- 
tion of the pupils, or any systematic order of exercises. I have 
introduced the word-method in combination with the pho- 
netic, and a written programme of recitations, with other 
improvements. 

In connection with the spring senes of examinations I 
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devoted considerable time to a teachers' drill, which I made as 

thorough as possible. During the summer I called a meeting 

of the school boards of each township to consider the question 

of uniformity of text books, and other matters of vital interest 
to our schools. When I began my work it was found, owing 

to the scarcity of teachers, and the impoverished state of dis- 
trict treasuries, utterly impracticable to exact of every appli- 
cant for schools the qualifications required by law; but in all 
cases where I gave certificates to those imperfectly qualified, it 
was on condition that they should faithfully endeavor to make 
up their deficiencies by study, otherwise their certificates would 
be revoked. In the meantime I have gradually raised the 
standard of merit higher, and made my examinations more 
and more rigid, till now it is understood the requirements of 
the law must be fully met. 

DIFFICULTIES. 

The diflQculties attending the work of the superintendency 
in this very new and sparely settled region of country are 
many. The most disheartening of these is the comparative 
poverty of the people. Schools can be built up but slowly in 
communities where all are engaged, as we are, in a hand-to- 
hand fight for mere bread and butter. We cannot command 
the best teaching talent because we cannot pay its market 
price. On the other hand our teachers, with the wages they 
receive, cannot afford the advantages of normal schools, or 
even, in some cases, of educational journals, those invaluable 
helps to the live teacher. Yet the only hope of our rural dis- 
tricts at present is from teachers raised on the soil ; and how 
shall these teach with any degree of efficiency, unless they be 
first instructed themselves in the theory and practice of teach- 
ing ? Having taught myself for many years in a region of the 
west comparatively remote from normal schools, my attention 
has been particularly directed to the training of teachers; 
and it was partly for the purpose of organizing a teachers' 
14 
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class that I was indaced to take charge of one of the public 
schools during the winter. Another difficulty, sometimes very 
serious to a man of impaired health, is the state of the roads 
in some portions of the county. Some districts are nearly 
inaccessible in winter. To reach the schools in the eastern 
part of the county I must travel some fifteen miles of unbroken 
forest by what is little better than a footpath, impassable in 
winter, or go round forty miles. Once, during the summer, 
on a tour of visitation in that quarter, I was lost in a labyrinth 
of " supply roads " leading to the logging camps on the Mani- 
stee river, and was compelled to spend the night on a couch of 
leaves far in the depths of the gloomy forest. Nor was this 
the first time I had been necessitated to " camp out'' in the 
prosecution of my work. 

ENCOUEAGEMENTS. 

On the whole, it has been a year of progress. I have seen 
with pleasure an increased interest in the welfare of schools 
on the part of school boards and the people. In many of the 
teachers I observe a real love of their work, and a commend- 
able ambition to be thoroughly qualified for it. 



MASON COUNTY— J. Edwin Smith, Sup't. 

The labors of the county superintendent, since the date of 
last year's report, have occupied forty-five days. There have 
been 39 different schools in 22 districts, and 37 different teach- 
ers employed. I have visited these with two or three excep- 
tions. 

To note the effect of this continual change, I have only to 
compare the progress of schools under such circumstances, with 
one where the school officers have the means and the good sense 
to retain a good teacher. Still the question how to increase 
the number of annual schools in the county is a difficult one 
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to answer at present Some of the districts are new, and the 
people paying heavy taxes to support such schools as they have, 
and more efficient teachers from other counties are not attracted 
by the wages offered here. But we hope, while our progress 
mast be slow, it will be slow and sure. 

Of certificates given during the year, 1 has been of the first, 
9 of the second, and 26 of the third grade. 

We have, not including Ludington, six frame school-houses, 
only three of which are finished. Some of the log buildings 
are quite comfortable, others are dark and gloomy, and cold in 
winter. I am happy to report that the people are generally 
making arrangements to build good school-houses where they 
are most needed. 

In Ludington, at a school meeting lately keld, arrangements 
were made to raise funds to purchase a block of ground in the 
village for a site for a union school building, such as the needs 
of the groining town require. While this important work is 
going on, the school occupies, besides the present school-house, 
temporary rooms erected for the purpose. The school has now 
three departments, and another will be added during the fall 
term. 

A number of newly organized districts will have schools the 
coming winter. There is considerable unorganized territory in 
several of the townships. We expect our unoccupied lands 
will be settled as the railroads make progress in this direction, 
and our number of school districts will be largely increased. 
We trust future reports will show improvement in every depart- 
ment of educational labor. 



MECOSTA COUNTY— H. C. Peck, Sup't. 

Since my last annual report the educational interests of this 
county have kept pace with the increase of population and 
material wealth. 
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There are DOW 56 organized districts, against 49. laaiLJfiar; 
fifty-three of these have maintained school the number of 
months required by law, and 39 more than this number of 
months. Two are graded schools — one in Big Rapids^ and one 
in Morley — and already compare favorably with schools of like 
character in older parts of the State. 

The increase in number of organized districts this year is 
7 ; of scholars between 5 and 20 years of age 213, and in 
numbers attending school 426. Bat I think the largest net 
gain is in the res! work done in the school-house. Teachers 
formerly claimed all the time except school hours to themselves 
and habitually went to the school-room without any special 
preparation for the day's work. It therefore frequently 
happened that time must be taken to investigate the subject 
matter of a lesson before the teacher was prepared to give 
proper instruction, and often it would have been as well if no 
instruction had been given. The necessity of thoBough prep- 
aration for each day's work separately has been urged on the 
teachers, and most have complied or sought employment in 
other counties. Workers, therefore, are in sufficient demand 
to command wages that will justify them in giving all their 
time to their work. 

Since my last annual report I have issued 91 certificates; of 
which 3 are of the first grade, 43 of the second grade, and 45 
of the third grade. About 25 per cent of the applicants have 
been rejected. Of the 91 certificates, 72 have been for females 
and 19 for males, 5 of whom did not engage in teaching in this 
county. 

I think the average qualifications of the females decidedly 
superior to those of the males. 

The whole expenditure for school purposes this year exceeds 
that of last year by $5,870 18, and the amount paid for teach- 
ers' wages this year exceeds that paid last year by. $7jt73 3 02. 
The amount paid for male teachers this year is $279 55 
less than that paid last year, while the amount paid female 
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teachers this year is $8,012 72 greater. The whole amount 
paid for teachers' wages last year was $10,343 75. This year 
$18,176 77. Last year 74.4 per cent of all the children 
between 5 and 20 years of age attended school ; this year 88.5 
per cent. Last year the average number of months taught by 
each teacher was 3.29-160 ; this year 3.85. One very great bane 
of our schools is the frequent change of teachers. 



MIDLAND COUNTY— M. W. Ellsworth, Sup't. 

In submitting the following report, I beg leave to state that 
it is more a semi-annual than an annual report of the schools of 
this county, my duties as Superintendent dating from May 1st, 
1872. Very little data was left by my predecessor; consequently 
my report will be less exhaustive than it would otherwise have 
been. 

The superintendents in our northern counties labor under 
peculiar difficulties. As civilization pushes farther into the 
primal forest, new districts are being formed in sections sparsely 
settled and difficult of access, owing to the deplorable condi- 
tion of the roads, some of which are utterly impassable for 
. wheeled vehicles. 

SCHOOLS. 

There are now within the county, and attached territory, 
thirty organized districts, all but one of which have houses. 
Of these, seven have been organized within the present year. 
Several houses have been built. The one at Midland City, now 
approaching completion, is a fine three-story brick building, 
and will cost, when completed, something over $20,000. 

There is but one graded school, and I am able to report that 
one as in a flourishing condition. It contains, at present, three 
departments, but they will doubtless be increased uposi the 
completion of the new building. 
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LIBBAKIES. 

The condition of the distriet libraries, with one exception, is 
deplorable, and devoid of all vitality — dead, I judge, beyond 
the power of any superintendent to resurrect it, is this same 
system of district libraries. 

EXAMINATIONS. 

There have within the last six months appeared for exami- 
nation twenty-six applicants. Of these, twenty-four received 
certificates; two were refused. Of the certificates granted, one 
was of the first grade, three of the second grade, and twenty of 
the third grade. 

There is a sad lack of properly qualified teachers. The 
standard is being raised from year to year, but progress is 
necessarily slow. No rapid advancement can be expected in our 
schools until teachers can be made to comprehend the neces- 
sity of improving themselves. But not alone upon the teacher 
can we throw the blame. Many times is the remark made by 
school officers: "Our school is very backward, and it don't 
require much of a teacher to teach if The school never gets 
above the teacher, and the teacher, in too many instances, is 
but little above the school. 

In conclusion, I have to remark that the cause of education 

is steadily gaining ground, and there seems to be a willingness 

« 

on the part of school boards to do all within their means to 
further the interests of their various districts. 



MONROE COUNTY— Elam Willard, Sup't. 

There are at present in this county 128 school districts, 
employing 141 teachers. There are 169 persons holding cer- 
tificates. Of these, 22 are not applicants for school the present 
winter, leaving but 147 teachers to 141 school rooms. Th© 
inspectors' returns show the following : Number of children 
between 5 and 20 years of age, 10,094; number attended school 
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during the year, 6,421 ; number months' school taught in the 
county, 876^ ; value of school-houses and lots, $114,832 ; 
timount of teachers wages, 133,576; number visits by county 
superintendent, 215 : number visits by directors, 307. 

The following represents the totals nnder the different heads 
mentioned, for the last four years : 

1869. 1870. 1871. 1872. 

Census 9,683 10,146 10,414 10,094 

Attendance 5,816 6,003 6,371 6,421 

No. months school 730i 831i 749 1-5 876i 

Average teachers wages per month $23.37 25.38 25.90 26.84 

In addition to the public schools there are ten denomina- 
tional schools that employ about fifteen teachers, besides St* 
Mary's Academy at Monroe. As near as I can estimate, about 
600 to 800 pupils attend these schools. 

My labors in the direction of improving teachers have been 
principally as heretofore. I have encouraged them to improve 
themselves by pointing out the means at their command, and 
urging them to make use of those means, and I can assure you 
that we have now a goodly number of live, active, energetic, 
and successful teachers in this county. I have published a 
little paper the past year, distributing nearly 1,000 copies each 
quarter. The object has been mainly to keep teachers and 
school officers informed in regard to the school work being 
done in the county. I held evening meetings during last win- 
ter whenever convenient, and made an effort to secure better 
organization in the school-rooms, better methods of instruction 
in the primary branches, and the introduction of additional 
studies, especially some of the natural sciences. I have been 
able to note material improvement in many cases in the above 
respects. There have been nine brick school-houses erected, 
and two frame; some improvements made in the old houses, 
and the planting of shade trees, and otherwise improving school 
grounds has been commenced. District uniformity of text 
books has received considerable attention, and in some cases 
school apparatus purchased. 
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The state Teachers' Institute held at Dundee was regarded 
by all interested as a very successful and interesting one. 
There were ninety-two in attendance, and all expressed them- 
selves as well satisfied. Nothing more need be said respecting 
the hospitality of the people of Dundee than that their dpors 
were open for all present, and the attendance at each one of the 
eyening lectures was all that the buildings could accommodate. 
I cannot more fittingly close this report, than by saying that 
in every respect the school interests of this county are in a 
healthy and progressive condition. 



MONTCALM COUNTY— E. H. Cbowbll, Sup't. 

As this is my first report, it will embrace the record of my 
official work from May 1st, 1871, to September 2d, 1872 — a 
period of 16 months. I have devoted this time to the unceas- 
ing round of duties connected with the office with one great 
object in view — the raising of the schools of the county to the 
highest possible point of excellence. A large proportion of the 
taxes paid by the people is for the maintenance of schools; and 
they have a right to expect that the investment will return 
them a suitable dividend. My work to help secure this end 
has been as follows : 

EXAMINATIONS. 

These have been mostly written ; but sometimes circum- 
stances have warranted a resort to the oral plan. I have 
endeavored, in these examinations, not only to ascertain how 
well the candidate understood the various branches of study, 
but how well they understood proper methods of imparting-' 
instruction. I found that a large share of the teachers knew 
but little about good methods, or the hest methods. All had 
some way ; but must imitiate their fathers in ^^ putting a stone 
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into one end of the bag.'' My aim has been to find a class of 
teachers who were willing to study for improvement in meth- 
ods of organizing, governing, and teaching ; and in this I have 
succeeded fully as well as I could expect. 

At my first regular series of examinations, fall of 1871, 1 was 
obliged to reject twenty per cent of the candidates. This I 
think had a good effect, and since then I have had to reject not 
to exceed ten per cent. I am well pleased with the progress 
that a large class of the teachers is making. 

I have granted, in all, 198 certificates: 6 of the first grade, 
44 of the second, and 148 of the third. In this connection I 
would say that I do not grant a certificate nnless the candi- 
date is intending to teach, and has a school engaged, or in 
view. 

SCHOOL visitation. 

The greater portion of my time has been devoted to visiting 
the schools of the county. There have been during the past 
year 96 schools in the county, employing a corps of 112 teach- 
ers. I have been over the county three times, visiting nearly 
every district that number of times. As must necessarily be 
the case, I have not always found the schools iu session in the 
districts visited ; but I have made it a point to find out how 
the school was progressing in each district. In most of the 
districts it was impossible to get any member of the district 
board to make a visit to the school with me, and in consequence 
I have adopted the plan of making a report of each visit in 
triplicate, using for this purpose the following blank, sending 
one copy to the director, and leaving one with the teacher. 
This plan seems to be working well, and shows some good 
results in stimulating teachers, and influencing school boards 
to '^fix up" school-house and grounds : 

15 
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BLANK •^A. 



f» 



BBPORT OP VISIT TO THB SCHOOL IN DISTRICT NO , TOWNSHIP OP 

187 . 

(Key to marking : 1, perfect ; 2, very good ; 8, good ; 4, imperfect ; 5, bad.) 



Pnpils enrolled. 

Order 

Cleanliness 

Present 

Deportment 

Stndioasness... 
Honse 



Blackboard.... 

Apparatus 

Text Books... 

Grounds 

Ont-honses.... 
Miecellaneoas. 
Saggestions... 



That I might be enabled to time my visits to the various 
districts, so as to be there during the school term, I furnish 
each teacher with the; following blank letter, with instructions 
to fill out and return to me soon after commencing the term : 

BLANK "B.'» 
187 . 

Mr. E. H. Crowbll: 

Dbab Sir : I am teacbing ia District No , townsliip 

of The term of- weelis commenced 

and will close about 

Yours, Respectfully, 

Teaclier. 

The county requires me to devote all of the time to the 
schools, and this has enabled me to make 220 visits to schools 
when in session, each visit occupying from two to three hours. 
That much good has been accomplished by these, visits I am 
not without hope, and I have had some positive evidence from 
parents and teachers that good results have followed some of 
the visits. 

teachers' INSTITUTES. 

I have held four local institutes in different sections of the 
county, doing the work of imparting instruction in methods of 
organizing, governing, and teaching, myself. This has been a 
laborious work, but I have been amply repaid for any extra 
work on my part by the increased zeal of, and desire for im- 
provement manifested by the teachers, and a growing interest 
shown by the people in many of the districts in school matters. 
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In the township of Bloomer a teachers^ association, as the 
result of an institute, was organized and kept up during last 
winter, and will be revived the coming winter. The schools in 
the greater portion of the county are so scattered that it is 

> 

impossible for the teachers to get together for teachers^ meet- 
ings. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Under the three topics above, I have given a statement of 
the largest proportion of the work performed by me in the dis- 
charge of my oflBcial duties, but there is much of the superin- 
tendent's work that cannot be made a special matter of record; 
the hours consumed in answering questions that arise in the 
various districts ; in hearing complaints from one party ; in 
giving advice to another, and in showing some one else how 
some part of his work as a district officer should be performed. 
My experience proves that a great influence can be exerted by 
private conversation with school patrons as I visit the different 
sections of the county. I have also endeavored to awaken an 
interest on the part of the people by lectures wherever I could 
get them together to listen. But as this county is largely cov- 
ered with pine forests, I find that the lumbering interests call 
forth all the energies, and consume all the time of the men 
during the lecture season, i. e., winter. I have adopted the 
" Term Eeport," and " Card of Honor " plan used by many of 
the superintendents, and find good results arising from it. 

Finally, as to my work, I would say that I am using all the 
means that come within mv reach to further the one end of 
elevating the standing of the schools. I use the pen and the 
press, the two great educators of the people. I correspond with 
teachers and school boards, and, where general interests are to 
be subserved, I issue circulars. This I am enabled to do by 
the liberality of the board of supervisors, which allow reason- 
able accounts for postage, printing, and stationary, in addition 
to a salary of $1,000. 
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RESULTS. 

As to the results of the work specified above, I think I can 
say, without any desire to self-praise, that the schools are stead- 
ily improving. This may not be entirely the result of my per- 
sonal effort ; it may be that it is the result consequent upon 
this age of improvement, but this I know of a certainty, that 
"progress'^ is stamped upon the schools of Montcalm county. 
That this is true, may be inferred from the following facts : 
First, the increasing interest in having good school buildings. 
During the past year 12 new school-houses have been com- 
pleted, or nearly so; one, a two-story brick building, two frame 
buildings two stories high, one frame building with two school- 
rooms, and eight other good frame houses. All of the build- 
ings are substantial ones, costing from $600 to $3,000 each. 
Nearly as many more districts contemplate building during 
the coming year. An increasing call for apparatus, maps, 
globes, and better fixtures for the school-room is also recorded. 
Many district boards are adopting a uniform series of text 
books. No special effort has been made to adopt a county uni- 
formity, but a district uniformity has been urged upon the 
attention of the several district boards. Still another indica- 
tion of improvement is the fact that many of the districts are 
adopting the "three-term" plan, or so arranging the school 
terms that the school will not be in session during the hot, 
unhealthy, and busy months of July and August. The dis- 
tricts are turning their attention to fencing their school 
grounds, and setting out shade trees. Some have commenced 
the good work, and others are getting ready. 

The greatest improvement is found in the demand for better 
teachers. Can you send us a good teacher, one who has had 
experience? is now the common inquiry. Many of the district 
boards are looking to me for teachers, and the questions now 
asked the applicants are : How long have you taught ? What 
grade certificate do you hold ? Are you acquainted with the 
improved methods of imparting instruction ? These questions 
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indicate that teachers must study for improvement, and I think 
they are responding to the demand. This may be seen by 
entering the school-rooms and noting the neatness of the room, 
decorations on the walls, house plants in the windows, the 
quiet, orderly pupils busily engaged with their studies, the 
improvement in methods of conducting recitations, and the 
system that pervades all the exercises of the school. 

Not that all the schools have attained to this degree of excel- 
lence, but all are approximating to it, and with persistent 
efforts on the part of those interested, much improvement may 
yet be made, and the true aims of education be developed in 
our common schools. 

The compulsory law seems to be a failure ; still a majority of 
the people think that the law is right; that, if they must pay 
taxes to support free schools, they have a right to demand that 
all shall avail themselves of the benefits to be derived from the 
schools, thus giving their lives and property the safeguards 
that education secures to a community. 

GRADED SCHOOLS. 

There are three graded schools in the county. The Green- 
ville union, with a corps of 13 teachers, Stanton union, with 
4 teachers, and Carson City school, just graded, with 2 teach- 
ers. The Pierson school is employing two teachers, and is 
classified into two departments. These schools are sending 
out some good pupils, and it is from this source that the 
demand for teachers is met to a great extent. The supply of 
old teachers is constantly diminishing from various causes, but 
from these schools and our institutes I am able to keep the 
ranks full, mostly from among the young people of the county. 

CONCLUSION. 

Finally, I would say that the system of county superintend- 
ency seems to be growing in favor with the people of the county, 
and I am finding many hearty co-workers in the cause of edu- 
cation. The people desire to have good schools, and are becom- 
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ing more willing to pay for them. I am sure that the feeling 
among them is that they are paying well for the work per- 
formed, and that when they become convinced that more is 
earned, they will cheerfully pay the increase. 

Allow me in this to express my thanks to my fellow-citizens 
throughout the county for the expressions of confidence and 
kindness which so many of them have manifested. They have 
cheered and encouraged me.in the discharge of duties which 
must sometimes, necessarily, give dissatisfaction. 

The final results of these months of toil in the cause I cheer- 
fully commit into the hands of Him who ruleth over all, and 
whose mercies ever abound to those who seek them. 



OCEANA COUNTY— A. A. Darlikg, Sup't. ' 

There are 69 districts in this county. The schools are in 
better condition to-day than they have ever been — ^a better 
grade of teachers, and on the whole working with great snccess. 

EXAMINATION OF TEACHERS. 

During ttie past year — from November 1st, 1871, to Novem- 
ber 4th, 1872 — I have examined 126, and granted, first grade 
certificates 8, second grade certificates 47, third grade cer- 
tificates 60 ; and 11 rejected. 

GRADED SCHOOLS. 

Pentwater — principal, A. J. Wood, holding a State certificate, 
is a first-class teacher, and the school is under first best con- 
trol. Hart union school — Seth Edson principal. He has been 
at Hart two years, and is a first-class teacher, and has a first- 
class school in every respect. 

SCHOOL BUILDINGS. 

There have been some fine buildings put up the past year. 
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There are forty fair and good frame buildings ia the county, 
and twenty-nine log and board. 

I have held two institutes the past year : one at Hesperia, 
October 17th, 1871, and one at Pentwater, October 31st, 1872. 
. I have visited all the schools during the past year, but not 
all each term. There are a great variety of text books ; but 
most of the schools have a uniformity of text books in the 
district. 

A number of the schools have been supplied with globes, 
maps, and multiplication charts. 

The wages of the county superintendent, as allowed by the 
board of supervisors for the past three years and a half, is four 
dollars per day. The township clerks have been very slow in 
some towns in sending in their reports. 



OTTAWA COUNTY— Charles S. Fassett, Sup't. 

During the past year the schools of Ottawa county have 
been liberally supported, many good and comfortable school- 
houses erected, others repaired and reseated, and wall-maps, 
charts, and school apparatus provided in several districts. The 
importance of a uniformity of text books, and the advantages 
of the three-term system are being reajized by many of our 
school QflScers, and a general good feeling seems to prevail. 

One hundred and fourteen schools are reported in the 
county ; of which number ten are union or gi^aded, viz. : 

Grand Haven, twelve departments ; Holland, nine ; Spring 
Lake, four; Coopersville, three; Berlin, two; Zeeland, two; 
Lament, two ; Vriesland, two ; Eastmanville, two ; Groningen, 
two. 

The teachers, as a class, have manifested a commendable 
zeal, not only in the work of the school-room, but also in pre- 
paring themselves to meet more fully the responsibilities inci- 
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denfc to their calling. Not far from ninety copies of the 
Michigan Teacher, and other educational magazines are taken 
in the county. 

Teachers' classes were organized in the union schools of 
Grand Haven by Superintendent Albert Hardy, and of Spring 
Lake by Superintendent A. W. Taylor. The normal instruc- 
tion at each place was good. 

At the county institute held at Grand Haven in the month 
of April, nearly one hundred and twenty teachers were enrolled. 
Professors Ford, Goodison, and Whitney were present, and 
made the exercises entertaining and profitable to all. 

In the month of October we held a three days' institute and 
examination at Coopersville. Our plan was to alternate with 
an examination upon one of the common branches, and a lec- 
ture or discussion as to the better methods of teaching the . 
same. 

Our regular examinations, as a rule, have been principally 
written, reserving, however, time for discussing the theory and 
practice of teaching. 

During the year I have issued seven certificates of the first 
grade, twenty-five of the second grade, and two hundred and 
twelve of the third grade. Three teachers hold State certifi- 
cates, and three are graduates of the State Normal School. 



SAGINAW COUNTY— J. S. Goodman, Sup't. 

Another year of superintendent life has passed, and it once 
more becomes my duty to submit this, my annual report as 
county superintendent of common schools. This year, like 
those which preceded it since I entered upon the duties of this 
office, has brought with it its full share of labor, sometimes 
pleasing, sometimes otherwise. So far as the people at large 
are concerned, I desire here to re-assert my previous testimony 
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as to the unvarying courtesy vith which I have been every- 
where received. In fact, during the five and a half years that 
I have been endeavoring to discharge the duties of this office, 
I can now recall only a single instance in which this courteous 
treatment has not been accorded. The year has been occupied 
with the customary work of the county superintendent, in 
addition to which another class of labor has demanded consid- 
erable attention. At the time of Making my last report the 
air was still thick with the smoke from many a burning tene- 
ment, many a burning barn, while the miles of fences and acres 
of forest over which the destroyer had passed with blackening 
footprints, were counted by the thousand. Long, very long, 
shall the month of October, 1871, be remembered by the dwell- 
ers in northern Michigan as the month of fire. Nor did the 
fire in its ravages spare our temples of education. In this 
county not less than eight school-houses were burned; seven 
in the October fire, and one later in the season. With scarce 
an exception these school-houses were located in the new and 
more sparsely settled sections of the county, and where the 
inhabitants, destitute of wealth, seemed little able to bear the 
burden of taxation which a re-building of these burned houses 
involved. At this juncture the State Relief Committee came 
most nobly to our aid, and by their generous donations so 
helped and encouraged our people, that to-day, in every district 
but one, the burned school-houses have been replaced by others 
whose aggregate value is nearly double that of those which 
were thus consumed. The amount thus appropriated by the 
relief committee was $2,250, which was divided among the sev- 
eral districts in -sums ranging from 1125 to $375. In but one 
instance, and that in a district to which but $125 had been 
allotted, was there any failure. By arrangement with the com- 
mittee, the county superintendent was to exercise a certain 
supervision of this work of rebuilding, to the extent of con- 
ferring with the several school boards, and visiting each school- 
house at least twice during its erection. 

16 
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So far as the examiDation of teachers is concerned, I have 
had daring the year two hundred and ten applications for cer- 
tificates, and have granted as follows, viz. : 

Third grade or six months 170 

Second grade or one year 17 

First grade or two years 3 

Thus it will he seen that the proportion of third grade cer- 
tificates to those of second grade is as ten to one, while the 
proportion of third to first grade is nearly as fifty-seven to one. 
It will also be noticed that about ten per cent of the applicants 
have been refused certificates. I have had the same difSculty 
in finding qualified teachers during this year that has annoyed 
me during the previous years ; and, not unfrequently, have been 
compelled to give certificates to parties that I felt were not 
qualified, simply because only thus could I prevent the school- 
houses from being closed, — an alternative I have never been 
willing to adopt. 

During the month of April I held my usual teachers* class, 
which was attended by about forty teachers ; and in conduct- 
ing which, I received most eflBcient aid from Prof. Tarbell, 
superintendent of the schools of East Saginaw. The last week 
«f the class was held by the State Superintendent, as a State 
Teachers' Institute, during which the numbers in attendance 
amounted to about eighty. 

I have also made one hundred and seventy-five visits, and 
have endeavored to the best of my ability to encourage and aid 
the teachers. 

Of the workings of the compulsory school Jaw there is, so 
far as this county is concerned, but little to be said; the law 
itself, like too many others, remaining so far almost a dead let- 
ter upon the statute books. I hear, however, that attempts are 
to be made for its enforcement in some quarters during the 
coming winter, with what success time will show. In my out- 
look over the field to-day, the question which assumes the 
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greatest importance is that which pertains to the supply of 
competent teachers. And in the use of this adjective I design 
to emhrace more than the mere knowing something of the sub- 
jects taught in our common schools. By competent teachers, I 
mean those who can teacli^ and not only teach, but govern a 
school. Often do I find myself asking, "Whence shall come 
such teachers, and in numbers suflBcient to meet the ever-in- 
creasing demand ?^^ But the answer I do not so readily find 
Not yet have I been able, even in my own mind, to devise any 
satisfactory method of solving the problem thus proposed.. 
Much less have I done so in my actual school work. I would 
that some one competent to the task would furnish us with a 
true, practical, and satisfactory answer to this confessedly dif- 
ficult question. 



SAMLAO COUNTY— George A. Parker, Sup't. 

In submitting this, my second annual report of the condition? 
of the schools of Sanilac county, I have the honor to state that 
the past year has been one, not alone of labors and diflBculties, 
but of marked progress and decided advancement; although 
there has been no general or excessive uprising in any partic-^ 
ular part or direction — no great " tidal wave " of reform roUing^ 
over the county, obliterating every trace of wrong, or sweep- 
ing away all oppositions and hindrances to success, still there 
has been a sure, progressive march; much good and lasting 
work has been performed by scores of earnest and persevering 
laborers in the school-rooms; important results have been 
accomplished ; parents and school officers have become more 
interested, and the prospects for the future welfare of the 
schools become more promising and encouraging than at any 
time in the past. An unmistakable indication of the increased 
interest of school officers, is the fact that competent, welt 
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qualified teachers are more sought for this fall than ever 
before ; the amonnt of wages to be paid being generally regarded 
as of secondary importance. Many have applied to me for 
teachers, saying, " Send one you can recommend, and we will 
pay the salary asked/' In fact, the demand has exceeded the 
supply. Another sure evidence of the elevation of publio 
opinion to the importance of educational matters in their 
midst, is the extreme liberality with which many of the districts 
at the annual meetings this fall voted to raise funds for build- 
ing school-houses, purchasing furniture and apparatus^ and 
paying increased salaries to teachers. 

In the village of Lexington, where their union school has 
heretofore been sadly cramped by the mistaken economy of the 
people, the school board were instructed to repair and re-fur- 
nish the building, to purchase all tbe apparatus needed, to secure 
the services of a thoroughly competent principal without 
regard to salary, to engage equally efficient assistants, and to 
organize other departments if deemed expedient. A move was 
also made towards the establishment a high school, which has 
almost become a necessity in the county. 

Since making my last report, I have held 26 public, and the 
same number of office examinations, and have examined 150 
applicants. Of these, 19 were rejected, and 131 certificates 
have been granted, as follows: first grade 3, second grade 30, 
third grade 98. I have endeavored to exercise great care in 
these examinations, not trusting to scholastic qualifications 
alone, but having regard to ability and success in teaching ; 
believing the scho®l-room to be the best test of a teacker^s 
ability. I have continued to raise the standard of qualifica- 
tions, and tried to make the grade of scholarship better, 
although in some exceptional cases have felt obliged to grant 
certificates to unqualified persons, when my judgment did 
not approve of it. Teachers generally have appreciated the 
importance of their work, and are showing a greater anxiety 
to qualify themselves better for it Several, whose labors do 



supertktendeijt's eeport. 125 

not commence till the beginning of the winter schools, are 
improving the intervening time by attending the more advanced 
schools at Lexington and Port Sanilac. 

I held three institutes in the spring, two of them being well 
attended, the members manifesting a commendable interest 
^d performing cheerfully such work as was required of them. 

There are now in the county 91 school buildings, of which 
4 are brick, 69 frame, and 19 log. Thirteen have been erected 
during the year, as follows: Forester one, Delaware four, 
Austin three, Argyle one, Watertown two, and Greenleaf one^ 
That built in Forester, for a district school-house, is a model 
of excellence, being of good design, superior workmanship, and 
complete in all its parts. The school-rooms are large and 
well arranged; warmed with a furnace ; and, what seems to be 
the exception and not the rule in the construction of public 
hmWmgs, properly ventilated. The furniture is of the most 
improved pattern, and of the best quality manufactured, while 
apparatus to correspond with the surroundings will be sup- 
plied at an early day. The buildings erected in the other towns 
mentioned, with one or two exceptions, are in the districts 
which lost their school-houses by the " great fire " of last fall. 
The new buildings are all frame, of sufficient capacity to meet 
the requirements of their respective districts, and in every case 
better than those which were burnt, the majority being 
furnished with good seats and desks. These buildings have 
been erected principally with the assistance given by the State 
Eelief Committee in their appropriation of money for rebuilding 
the school -houses burned in Sanilac and Huron counties in the 
fall of 1871. It is to be hoped that the school-houses thus 
erected will prove such a benefit and blessing to the hundreds of 
youth of those unfortunate districts, who will in them receive 
much of the teaching and instruction to fit them for the duties 
of after years, that they will look back with gratitude upon 
these places of their early education — ^sincere, heartfelt grati- 
tude to the hundreds of generous men and women throughout 
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the ]sLndy who so nobly and promptly responded to the call for 
aid, by giving liberally of their substance to assist the many 
homeless and suffering ones, rendered destitute and dependent 
by that terrible conflagration. It was feared that it would 
require years to restore these schools to their former prosperity ; 
but we see farm buildings being restored, families have 
returned to their homes, good crops have been harvested, 
fichool-houses have been rebuilt, and schools are all commenc- 
ing again this fall, as fast as the services of teachers can be 
fiecui'ed. 

There are 95 districts in the county, and 5 graded schools, 
viz.: in Lexington two, Sanilac two, and Worth one. The 
inspectors, also, report 5,892 persons of school age : of whom 
about 73 per cent — exclusive of those districts in which there 
were no schools during the year — have been enrolled on the 
school registers. The average attendance has been greater 
than in preceding years ; the increase being attributable, in 
part, to the compulsory law which, I believe, has not been 
enforced in this county. 

The library interests are decidedly " below par ;" and I can 
only add, that if the money invested in libraries had been 
appropriated in the purchase of school furniture and apparatus, 
much more good would have resulted from it 



SHIAWASSEE COUNTY— E. J. Cook, Sup't. 

It is gratifying to me that I am able to report encouraging 
progress in the general condition of our schools during the 
past year. I can see an improvement, not only in the profi- 
ciency of teachers and their management of the schools, but 
also in the interest and co-operation of school officers and par- 
ents, which has enabled me to accomplish more than I other- 
wise could. Still there is much chance for improvement in 
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both particulars, and I very much regret that the great mass 
of our people know so little of the real workings of their 
schools. If the teachers succeed in pleasing the children, and 
controlling them, they are considered a success; otherwise a 
failure. Until the people realize the absolute necessity of school 
yisitation on their part, we cannot hope for perfection on the 
part of teachers. Let them watch with one h^f the vigilance 
the persons they employ to teach their children that they do 
those employed in any other branch of their business, and there 
will be a much greater improvement, of which they will be able 
to judge, and ready to acknowledge. 

I have visited each township twice during the year for the 
purpose of examining teachers, and held office examinations 
the first and third Saturdays of each month during a portion 
of the spring and fall, granting two hundred and ninety-seven 
certificates: one of the first grade, four of the second, and two 
hundred and ninety-two of the third. I have endeavored to 
i^ise the standard of examinations, but am obliged to use great 
caution in order to supply the schools. Many of our teachers 
will not qualify themselves beyond the demand made upon 
them. I therefore endeavor to stimulate them by gradually 
increasing the requirements. I find them most deficient in 
reading, spelling, and mental arithmetic. 

During the year I have made two hundred and fifty-five 
school visits; usually spent a half day in each school, and have 
visited nearly all the schools in the county twice. A few had 
closed before I coald reach them. The past summer the schools 
were doing better than at either of my previous visitations, and 
giving better satisfaction ; still there is great want of improve- 
ment. Many of the teachers are not as conscientious as they 
ought to be in their work. They need the stimulus of being 
continually watched by the patrons of the schools, yet this is 
almost wholly left to the directors and county superintendent 

During my visits I have occupied my time as seemed to me 
best for the interests of the schools; sometimes in reviews and 
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examinations, or hearing recitations; at others, allowing the 
teacher to take his or her own course, while I acted the part of 
the interested spectator. I have endeavored to have officers and 
parents visit their schools with me, but with poor success, and 
with but one exception have never met them there without 
specially inviting them. 

The State teachers' institute, held at Gorunna the last of 
April, was very successful. Over one hundred teachers were 
in attendance, and were well pleased with the methods of 
instruction, and are practicing many of the suggestions 
presented. 

The county association which was instituted during the term 
of my predecessor has been well maintained. Two meetings 
have been held which were well attended, and good programmes 
were ably executed. The real live teachers, as a general rule, 
will be found co-operating with, and working in these associa- 
tions. They get broader views, better methods of instruction, 
and a much higher appreciation of the great responsibility of 
their profession. 

A great deal of confusion has existed in many of the schools, 
on account of the multiplicity of text books in use. I am 
endeavoring to secure county uniformity, and my efforts are 
meeting with almost universal favor. Quite a number of dis- 
tricts have already taken the books recommended, others will 
do so as soon as their schools open, and the indications now are 
that very soon this great evil will be remedied. It will save 
teachers much labor, the people a large amount of money, and, 
in my opinion, greatly benefit the schools. 

I have tried to persuade school officers to have three terms 
of school, with a vacation during the hot, busy season of July 
and August. Several districts have already tried it, and think 
it much the better way ; others are commencing this fall. I 
hope, for the good of the schools, this plan may soon be uni- 
versally adopted in our county. 

My connection with the teachers of the county has been very 
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gratifying. I have continually received evidences of their 
kindly feeling, and they have heartily co-operated with me in 
all my undertakings, and have seemed anxious to receive all 
the benefits they could from my visits. 

I have endeavored to prosecute my work earnestly and faith- 
fully, and as far as possible correct the mistakes of the preced- 
ing year. I trust my efforts have not been wholly in v^in. 
My thanks are due to all sections of the county for the kind- 
ness and support which I have so generally received. 



ST. CLAIR COUNTY— W. H. Little, Sup^t. 

Another school year has passed swiftly by, and again I am 
permitted to glance over its work — this time, with far more 
satisfaction than I did that of the previous year. It has 
indeed been a year of progress among the schools of this county. 
Upon looking back over the labors performed there are a num- 
ber of things that I see now which I could have bettered ; but 
the general result has far exceeded my expectations. 

EXAMINATIONS. 

At the spring examinations there were 219 applications for 
certificates. Of these, 10 were for the first grade, 40 were for 
the second, and 161 were for the third. There were 108 certifi- 
cates granted : 4 of the first grade, 26 of the second, and 78 of 
the third. 

At the fall examinations there were 129 applicants for 
certificates. Of these, 5 were for the first grade, 22 were for 
the second, and 102 were for the third. There were 97 certifi- 
cates granted : 3 of the first grade, 16 of the second, and 78 of 
the third. In the first grade there were 2 failures, in the 
second 6, and in the third 24, making in all 32, or 25 per cent 
of the whole number of applicants. In the spring the number 

17 
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of applications was 219 ; tho number of failures 111^ a Jittle 
more than 60 per cent. 

There are now 158 certificates in force in the county: 38 of 
first grade^ 42 of the second, and 78 of the third. 

The average standard of the teachers of the first grade is 
89i per cent, in the second 82 1-7, and in the third 79^. 
. Of the 158 teachers in the county 61 are males and 97 are 
females. In the first grade there are 18 males and 20 females ; 
in the second 28 males and 14 females ; in the third 15 males 
and 63 females. 

All the examinations have been both written and oral, and 
each certificate contains the per cent of questions correctly 
answered in each study, and also the average per cent. 

Frequently my sympathies have been appealed to in the 
granting of certificates by needy applicants, who are often 
aided by strong infiuences ; but believing, as has been remark- 
ed by a prominent educator, sympathy, if exercised at all, 
should be exercised in behalf of the pupils of the county, the 
precious hours of whose young lives have been committed to 
my charge, and not in behalf of an applicant lacking the 
proper qualifications, however much she may need the place, 
or however influentially her claims may be supported. Our 
schools can only be advanced to that state of excellence which 
they should attain by making merit, qualifications, and special 
fitness, the sole reasons for granting certificates. By making 
these the sole grounds for issuing certificates it has reduced 
the number of teachers very materially, and has also raised the 
wages of teachers. The latter has given rise to some fault- 
finding, but it has been made by those fossils who exist in all 
communities, and are known by their continued harpings 
about " new-fangled ideas,'^ " high taxes," etc. While we are 
progressing rapidly in nearly everything connected with the 
schools one thing seems to drag along slowly : but few female 
teachers receive a just compensation for the services they per- 
form when compared with the compensation received by 
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teachers of the opposite sex. The woman who performs all 
the duties of the position she occupies as faithfully and suc- 
cessfully as her male predecessor, should, in all justice and 
humanity, receive an equal reward ; and I hope the time is not 
far distant when this principle will be recognized by the 
school officers throughout the country, without any regard to 
the stern rules of supply and demand. 

In my examinations this fall of teachers of the first and 
second grades I have required them to answer questions on the 
constitution and government of the United States ; and in all 
the grades upon the principles of penmanship. It proved to 
be decidedly up-hill work, but nevertheless I think It will be 
of benefit in the end. 

COUNTY ASSOCIATION. 

A meeting of the teachers and those interested in the educa- 
tional welfare of the county was called by me to assemble dur- 
ing the last week of August at the city of St. Clair. Invita- 
tions were sent to all the teachers and school officers of the 
county and many others. It was the first meeting of the kind 
ever held in this county, and I am pleased to report it as quite 
successful. Nearly all the prominent educators of the county 
were present, and either read papers, delivered lectures, or 
assisted in the normal department Public addresses were 
delivered by the Hon. Duane Doty of Detroit, the Rev. Wm. 
Stowe of Port Huron, and Prof. Miles H. Carleton of Marine 
City. A permanent organization was formed, under the name 
of the " St. Clair County Association,^^ which holds its next 
meeting at Port Huron, on the 2d, 3d, and 4th of April, 1873. 
About 200 teachers and school officers were present at the 
meeting in St. Clair, which speaks well for them and the 
interest they take in their work. 

The subject of a county uniformity of text books was taken 
up and a list adopted by the association, upon the report of a 
committee who was appointed for that purpose. 
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A Btrong interest was maaifested by the teachers throughout 
the entire proceedings of the association^ and they separated 
with the best of feelings and many new ideas of what is neces- 
sary to become a successful teacher. 

VISITATIONS. 

During the year I have striven to visit every school in the 
county, but have been compelled to omit a few of them. In 
some cases they were closed before I got to them, and in the 
southern portion of the county the small-pox was prevailing 
to such an extent that the schools were closed. With these 
exceptions I have visited all the schools of the county under 
my charge once, and some of them twice. In many instances 
I have published in the several county papers reports of their 
condition and wants. These reports have caused the correc- 
tion of many errors in the methods of teaching, and have also 
aroused the people in many instances, either to the repairing of 
their school-houses or the erection of new buildings. 

UKIOK SCHOOLS. 

The union schools of Port Huron and St. Clair cities are in 
a flourishing condition. The citizens of Port Huron point 
with pride to the fine edifices they have erected in their city 
for the education of their youth. Under the supervision of 
Prof. John C. Magill the schools of this city have attained a 
degree of perfection they never before reached. 

In St. Clair, Prof. James T. AuUs is superintendent of the 
city schools, and has conducted them for the past two years in 
a manner that meets the entire approbation of their patrons, 
and does himself much credit. 

GBADED SCHOOLS. 

There are four graded schools in the county outside of the 
cities. They are at Marine City, Algonac, Capac, and Ft 
Gratiot. The principal at Marine City is Miles H. Carleton ; 
at Algonac, E. Frank Hartford; at Capac, George Cox, and at 
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Ft. Gratiot, Frederick Garbutt All of them are industrious 
workers in their profession, which brings with it success wher- 
ever they are employed. 

IMPBOVEMBNTS. 

Improvements in school buildings and grounds are gradually 
taking place as fast as intelligent enterprise overcomes igno- 
rant prejudices, and the resources of the different districts will 
permit. With the hearty aid of enlightened school officers and 
earnest teachers, it has been my pleasure to see many school 
buildings erected, fehces built around the school property, and 
many other beautiful and useful improvements perfected the 
past summer. A number of old school-houses, which have 
heretofore been the object of jesting remarks by the traveler, 
have disappeared, and new ones have arisen in their stead, which 
must excite his admiration and add to the good reputation 
•f the neighborhood in which they exist 

STATISTICAL. 

Below we give a carefully prepared table of the condition of 
the schools in each of the townships of this county as ascer- 
tained from the inspectors' reports, hoping it will be of soma 
benefit in the way of comparison with those of future years : 
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CONCLUSION. 

In closing this, my second report, justice demands that- 1 
should make some mention of those expressions and actions 
of confidence and kindness which many of my fellow-citizens 
have manifested towards me in my rounds among the many 
schools of this county. These kind words of cheer, given amid 
the discharge of duties which of necessity hecome monotonous 
and tedious, have heen fully appreciated by me, and have aided 
very materially in the accomplishment of disagreeable and yet 
necessary work, which has generally been caused by some mis- 
understanding between the people of a district and their 
teacher, or between two factions of the people themselves. 

As I look back over the work of the year, I can see far more 
to rejoice over than to regret, and with strong hopes for the 
prosperity of the future I close this report. 



TUSCOLA COUNTY— M. M. Jarvis, Sup't. 

By appointment from the Superintendent of Public Instruo- 
tion of the State to fill the vacancy occasioned by the resigna- 
tion of Superintendent S. N. Hill, I have had the honor of 
filling the office from Jan. 1st, 1872, until the present date. 
There has ever been a strong feeling of discontent among the 
people of this county against the office of county superintend- 
ent of public schools. Many reasons have been assigned for 
their antipathy, some of which were giving certificates indis- 
criminately to su«h an extent that the old system of inspection 
was deemed preferable ; want of benefit from visitations, large 
wages, etc., etc. 

Some of our worthy officials have endeavored to crowd the 
office out of existence without giving the system a fair oppor- 
tunity to speak for itself. At the October meeting of supervi- 
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Bors in 1871, that worthy body placed the wages and time of 
my predecessor at the minimum point, 13 per day, and 135 
days per annutn. This was virtnally crowding the officer from 
the situation. My acceptance of the residue of the office was 
more to gratify curiosity and try an experiment than pecuniary 
considerations of 40 cents per day for myself, horse, and buggy 
after expenses are deducted. I have experimented! 

Although I could not devote much time to the business, only 
getting 92 days' work accomplished, I feel that I have not 
worked in vain. 

I have held regular examinations in all the townships that I 
deemed it probable would contain any material to manufacture 
teachers of. Some of the examinations held in villages at cen- 
tral points have been for 2 days each. I have endeavored to be 
as thorough as possible ; have required a general average of 75 
per cent, and not less than 50 per cent on any one branch. I 
have given, in all, 157 certificates: 2 first grade, 22 second 
grade, and 133 third grade. I have refused 33 applicants, and 
revoked 2 certificates ; one for misrepresentation to procure a 
certificate, the other for drunkenness. This fall I found a 
much better grade of teachers ; the teachers themselves relish- 
ing the close ordeal of examination, and much preferring hard 
work to earn a certificate, to a loose, slip-shod manner of hud- 
dling the worthy and unworthy in a bundle together, and sow- 
ing them broadcast upon the commmnity without designation 
or distinction. 

School officers like to have a criterion to go by in the hiring 
of a stranger for a teacher, and justly require their certificate 
as proper authority and informant of qualification. 

At the annual meeting of the board of supervisors this fall 
the wages were increased to 13.50 per day, and the time to 150 
days per annum. This shows a better feeling is commencing 
to manifest itself, and I shall endeavor the coming winter, by 
hard Work and complete devotion to the cause, to make the 
saperintendency so felt for good that the next term of the office 
18 
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may open with fewer clouds hovering o?er it than the past has 
been. We have a prohibition paper started in our county ; the 
editor thereof kindly invites me to contribute what I can edu- 
cationally to its columns. We have three county papers 
besides, all of which are generous enough to give place for any- 
thing I may offer. This, combined with what visits, lectures, 
and private talks I can work in during the winter, will, I hopo, 
add somewhat to the vigor of the schools of our county. But 
we are doing well, notwithstanding opposition from some 
quarters. We have 4 graded schools: Yassar, Garo, Watrous- 
ville, and XJnionville. Several others are talking of the graded 
system. Several new houses have been built during the sum- 
mer which are an honor to the districts to which they belong* 
Money is voted lavishly for the support of the schools, and, all 
things considered, we are doing well for a new county that has 
just emerged out of war, wilderness, and fire. 



VAN BUEEN COUNTY— Henry J. Kellogg, Sup't. 

My labors during the past year have been laborious, having 
the supervision, as I do, of two hundred and one school depart- 
ments, and extending over an area of over 600 square miles. I 
have visited all the schools in the county once (except those 
having short terms and closing before I reached them), and 
many of them twice. I an^ happy to say that the schools of Van 
Buren county, in my opinion, are second to those of no county 
in the State, and are in a highly prosperous condition. I can 
speak in the highest terms of praise of scores of living, practical, 
energetic teachers, who make teaching a profession, and are an 
ornament to their calling. A deep and increasing interest is 
manifested in our schools by all classes, and the institutes and 
conventions are very largely attended. I adopted the plan one 
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year ago of holding a teachers' convention every two months, 
and it has been attended with abundant success. The exercises 
consist, in general, of class drills for the especial benefit of 
teachers. Early in the year I began to agitate the question of 
county uniformity of text books, but met with great opposi- 
tion. However, I continued to keep the subject before the 
people by giving lectures and writing articles for the press, 
until at length public sentiment had become so educated and 
enlightened that I ventured to call a convention of teachers,, 
and all interested, to take into consideration the positive 
demand for a county uniformity of text books. We had a large 
attendance of teachers from every township in the county, and 
they appointed a committee of five to examine the books then 
in use in the county, and all the new and modem books of the 
different publishing houses in the country. One month waa 
occupied by this committee in a faithful and impartial examin- 
ation and selection of a uniform list of books. I then called a 
convention of school officers, to be composed of one officer as 
delegate from each district in the county. This convention 
met at Lawrence, August 3d, and unanimously adopted the 
report of the committee on uniformity, and pledged their 
hearty and undivided support in introducing the books into 
the schools. And to-day I have the pleasure of saying to you 
that the uniform system of text books is approved by nearly 
every one, and the books are finding their way into all our 
schools. And now. Brother Hosford, while I give the credit 
to able teachers and warm supporters, I feel that the result 
is glory enough for one year. During the year fifteen beau- 
tiful houses have been erected, and two more are now in 
process of erection. South Haven and Maple Grove districts 
have each remodeled and greatly improved their school-houses* 
I challenge any county in the State to produce a better or more 
costly class of school buildings than Van Buren county. The 
wages of teachers are constantly increasing, ranging, for males, 
from 145 to 150 per month, and for females, nearly the same 



140 . PUBLIO IK8TBU0TI0K. 

for experienced teachers. I require XJ. S. history and civil gov- 
ernment to be taught in all the schools. The standard of qual- 
ification of teachers and of schools is being elevated^ and I am 
justly proud of the schools under my charge. I have examined 
during the year 537 persons, and licensed 409. Of first grade 
certificates I have granted 13 ; of second grade 34 ; and of third 
grade 362. I think that^full two hundred of the teachers are 
readers of the Michigan Teacher. If my health would admit 
I would give you a more extended and definite report. Mj 
entire time is devoted to the duties of the ofSce. I am under 
deep and lasting obligations to the board of supervisors for 
their aid, influence, and generous support. 



PRmARY SCHOOL FUNDS. 



The Primary School Fund is derived from two sources: from 
the sales of primary school lands — the 16th section in each 
township — and one-half of the amount of cash sales of swamp 
land. The former pays interest at seven, and the latter at five 
per cent. The primary school lands are sold at the uniform 
price of four dollars per acre, while many of them are worth 
ftx)m ten to thirty dollars per acre. 

A re-examination of the books in the land ofiice during' the 
past year gives a diflferent exhibit of the amount of the pri- 
mary school land fund, and less by several thousand dollars 
than heretofore. The account is as follows : 

In the bands of the State, as per Auditor GeneraVs report.. $1,989,416 87 
Dae from purchasers, as per report of the Land Office 727,346 16 

Total $2,716,763 03 

The amount reported last year was $2,601 ,319 54 

Bales the past year ^ 174,241 63 

Total $2,776,561 16 

Discrepancy $58,798 13 

We are assured at the land office that the examination of its 
books has been as thorough as the nature of the case admits. 
The commissioner reports accounts with 6,210 purchasers of 
part paid lands. The land is charged to each individual, the 
quarter payment credited, and credits given for future pay- 
ments of interest or principal as they are made. The total 
amount due at any time can only be told by obtaining the 
aggregate of the balances of these accounts, and it appears that 
BiO book has been kept for that purpose. 
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We rnnst^ therefore, take the last amount reported as the 
most reliable one. 

The swamp land scbool fund, last year, was reported at... $216,462 02 
One-balf of cash sales the past year 88,447 29 

Total \ $261,909 81 

Primary school land fund as above 2,716,863 08 

Total school fund Sept. 30th, 1872 $2,968,272 34 

Interest on the same 202,740 87 

About 400,000 acres of the primary school lands are yet 
unsold ; when sold, an increase to the fund of one and a half 
million dollars may be expected, and if properly graded, and 
sold according to value, double that amount. 

No estimate can be made of the future increase from the 
swamp lands ; but if the future sales for cash should be in the 
same proportion as in the past year, the present fund from that 
source will probably be doubled. 

The following table will show the amount of Primary School 
Interest Fund apportioned for the past eleven years, the amount 
per child, and the number of children upon which the appor- 
tionment was made: 



TEARS. 



1863.. 
1868.. 
1864... 
1865... 
1866... 
1867«- 
1868. . 
1869... 
1870... 
1871... 
1872... 



Amount 
per child. 


60ctB. 


60 




60 




48 




46 




45 




45 




47 




48 




49 




48 









Apportion- 
ment. 



$126,464 10 
180,978 60 
186,862 00 
184,657 92 
186,560 00 
148,787 69 
151,680 60 
165,896 12 
179,848 74 
186,486 24 
187,862 64 



No. Of 

childra. 



262,786 
261,417 
272,e0T 
280,8» 
296,780 
818,961 
886,888 
861,688 
878,Mi 
880^ 
890,818 
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APPORTIONMENT of Primary School Interest Ihind, May 1872, at 

forty-eight cents per child. 

The following table shows the amount of Primary School 
money apportioned to the several counties in May, the 
whole number of children in the counties, and the number 
upon which the apportionment was made. A comparison will 
show the number of children in the districts failing to have a 
legal school: 



COUNTIES. 



Alcona 

Allegan 

Alpena 

Antrim 

Barry 

Bay 

Benzie 

Berrien 

Branch 

CalhoHQ 

Cass 

CharleYoix 

Cheboygan 

Chippewa 

Clinton 

Delta 

Eaton 

Emmet 

Genesee 

Grand Trayerse 

Gratiot 

Hillsdale 

Houghton 

Huron 

Ingham 

Ionia 

Iosco 

Isabella 

Jackson 

Elalamazoo 

Kalkaska 

Kent 

Keweenaw 

Lake 

Lapeer 

Leelanaw 

Lenawee 

Liyingston 

Mackmac 

Kacomb 

JIanistee 

Hanitoa 

Marqnetle 

Hason 

Hecosta 

Henominee 

Midland 

Monroe 



Whole No. of 
Children. 



285 

11,1T1 

655 

601 

7,605 

4,965 

706 

12,093 

8,140 

11,685 

7,075 

421 

691 

888 

7,821 

420 

8,212 

277 

10,690 

1,562 

4,166 

10.701 

8.784 

2,878 

8,571 

9,219 

815 

1,447 

10,829 

10,651 

189 

16.915 

602 

145 

7,648 

1,453 

14.495 

6,560 

645 

9,645 

1,585 

294 

4,086 

880 

2,085 

871 

1,065 

10,488 



No. on which 

Apportionment 

was made. 



244 
11,054 

655 

596 
7,588 
4,897 

673 

12.096 

8,140 

11,685 

7,075 

883 

584 

883 
7,821. 

419 
8,129 

277 
10,680 
1,525 
4,166 
10,701 
8.624 
2,674 
8.449 
9,187 

745 

1.899 

10.797 

10,555 

189 
16,849 

602 

145 

7,614 

1,458 

14,469 

6,516 

645 
9,645 
1.585 

444 
4,000 

683 
1,976 

871 

910 
10,885 



Amount 
Apportioned. 



$117 12 

5,805 92 

814 40 

286 08 

8.642 24 

2,850 56 

828 04 

5.804 64 

8,907 20 

5,608 80 

8,396 00 

188 84 

256 82 

183 84 

8,754 OS 

201 12 

8,901 92 

182 96 

6.126 40 
782 00 

1,999 68 
6,186 48 
1,789 52 
1,288 52 
4,055 62 
4,409 76 

857 60 

671 52 

6,182 66 

5,066 40 

66 72 

8,087 62 

288 96 

69 60 

8.654 73 

697 44 
6,945 12 

8.127 68 
809 60 

4,629 60 
786 80 
218 12 

1,920 00 
827-64 
948 48 
178 OS 
436 80 

4,960 80 
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COUNTIES. 



Montcalm .. 
Xoskegon.. 

Hewayffo 

Oakland 

Oceana 

Ontonagon.. 

Osceola 

Ottawa 

Preaqae Isle 

Saffinaw 

Sanilac 

Shiawassee.. 

St. Clair 

St. Joseph.. 

Tuscola 

Van Bnren.. 
Washtenaw . 

Wayne 

Wexford-... 

Total.... 



Whole No. of 
Children. 



4,700 
4,888 
S,81» 

12,876 

2,269 

947 

888 

9,464 

100 

12,098 
5.676 
7,192 

14,127 
8,560 
5,098 
9,806 

1 



186 



898,276 



m — 



No. on which 

Apportionment 

was made. 



4.687 

4,214 

2,296 

12,768 

2,287 

947 

807 

9,866 



12,041 
5,688 
7,180 

18.966 
8,6118 
6,063 
9,805 

12.854 

4j;H8r 

186 



890,818 



Amount 
Apportioned. 



18.254 68 
2.022 78 

1,101 eo 

0,128 64 

1,078 76 

464 68 

887 86 

4,496 20 



6,579 68 
2,708 84 
8,422 40 
6,708 68 
4,181 84 
8,429 78 
4,706 40 
6.169 



88 80 



$187,868 64 



UNIVBRSITY FUND. 

This fund was reported last year at 1565^083 31 

September 30th, 1872, the Auditor General reports 

in the hands of the State 327,728 73 

At the same date the Commissioner of the Land 

Office reports due from purchases 1 15,065 77 

To which add amount which was never placed on 

the Auditor's books, but upon which the State 

pays interest 100,000 00 



1542,794 49 
This has, like the primary school fund^ shrunk in the Land 
Office 122,288 82. 



JSORMAL SCHOOL FUND. 



In the hands of the State, September 30th, 1872.. 148,314 70 
Duefrom purchases 20,969 84 



169,284 54 
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agricultural college fund. 

The Auditor General reports in the hands of the 

State September 30, 1872 ... . $73,783 46 

Due from purchasers, as per Land Oflfiee report.. 81,184 75 



Total -1154,968 21 

STATISTICS OF THE SCHOOLS. 

The number of organized counties from which reports have 
been received is 70 ; an increase of three. The new counties 
are Clare, Missaukee, Schoolcraft. 

The number of townships and cities is 902. This is an 
increase of 19 ; but seven towns, last year reporting 737 
children, have not been heard from. 

The number of districts reported is 5,375, an increase of 76. 

The number .of districts reporting no school is 50 ; and the 
number of children in the same, 1,403. 

The number of children between five and twenty years of 
age is 404,235. If we add to this the 737 above, not yet 
reported, it is 404,972. Not including these, the increase is 
10,960. The increase in 1871, as reported, was 8,721 ; and in 
1870, 9,780. 

The number of children reported, between eight and four- 
teen years of age, is 174,934; or 158 less than the previous ' 
year. A slight examination of the census lists, as returned by 
the directors, shows them in this item to be full of inac- 
curacies, and we have not time to go over four hundred 
thousMid names to correct them. The number must be 
taken only as approximately true. 

The number of children reported attending school is 
303,537. But 263 districts, with 16,630 children, fail to 
report any attendance. If we estimate their attendance at 
three-fourths, we have the whole attendance at 316,006. This 
is an increase over the attendance the previous year, based on 

19 
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the same estimate of the number unreported, of ] 4,720. An 
increase of attendance in the same ratio as of the whole num- 
ber of children would be 8,365. Therefore, as nearly as can 
be ascertained, the proportional increase of attendance over 
the increase of the whole number is 6,355. 

This is a gratifying result, and every one for himself may 
consider how much of it is attributable to the quiet influence 
of the law for compulsory attendance, or how much from 
other causes. In 1869 the reported attendance was 72 per 
cent ; in 1870, 72^ per cent ; in 1871, 76^ per cent ; and the 
past year, a trifle over 78 per cent. Our belief, from a survey 
of the whole field, is that the County Superin tendency has had 
as much to do with this increase as has any other influence* 

The number under five and over twenty years of age, 
attending school, was 6,865. 

The average time of the schools was seven and a half 
months ; an increase of half a mouth over the previous year. 

The number of months in which all the schools were open 
was 37,436. 

The whole number of months teaching by males was 13,017, 
»nd by females, 38,217. Total, 51,234. 

The number of male teachers reported was 3,035 ; female, 
8,624. This, of course, is much more than the number of 
different persons employed; as whenever a teacher taught in 
two districts, the same is counted twice. The increase of male 
teachers was 64, and of females, 321. 

The average wages per month was to males, 149 11 ; 
females, $26 72 ; a decrease of 81 cents to males, and 49 cents 
to females ; and 61 cents to males, and $1 70 to females, more 
than the average for the past five years. 

The following table will show the number of months of 
teaching, and the average wages for several years past: 
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YEAR. 



1868 
1864 
1865 
1866 
186T 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 



No. Months 
by males. 


No. Months 
by females. 


Av. month 
ly wages of 
males. 


6,917 


26,181 


$28 17 


6,618 


26,071 


84 00 


5,049 


29,046 


41 77 


6,819 


29,242 


48 58 


7,681 


29,729 


44 08 


8,090 


29,919 


47 78 


9,021 


80,448 


47 71 


11,415 


84,155 


48 04 


12,472 


86,984 


49 92 


18,016 


88,218 


49 11 



Av. month- 
ly wages of 
females. 



$12 44 

16 63 

17 54 

18 44 

19 48 
21 92 
24 55 
24 78 
27 21 
26 73 



The total amount of wages the past year was : To males, 
1639,282 18 ; to females, $1,020,943 93. Total, 11,660,226 11. 
Increase over the previous year, $131,114 53. This, it must 
be remembered, is not for an increas3 of wages, but for an 
increase of 1,778 months of teaching. 

The number of visits to the schools for the past three years 
is as follows : 



YEAR. 



1870 
1871 
1872 



Visits by County 
Saperintendents. 



6,621 
6,850 
6,610 



Visits by Directors. 



12,621 
14,886 
14,895 



The first year under the County Superintendency, the visits 
by Directors numbered 7,432. Where shall we look for the 
stimulus that has thus doubled their diligence ? 

The foUowirg table shows the number, character, and value 
of school-houses for the past five years : 
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YEAR. 



18«8 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 



No. of 
Stone. 


No. of 
Brick. 


No. of 
Frame. 


No. of 
Log. 


Toul. 


79 


416 


8.609 


618 


4,715 


74 


459 


8,767 


621 


4,921 


78 


688 


8,868 


627 


6,111 


77 


670 


4,024 


629 


6,800 


7» 


695 


4,158 


691 


6,41& 



Yalae. 

$4,808,478 
6,881,774 
6,284,791 
6,756,995 
7,470,880 



LIBRARIES. 

The number of Yolumes reported in town and district 
libraries is 158,025; an increase of 7,915. The number of 
volumes added was 15,424. Of the whole number, 108,281 are 
in the district, and 49,744 in the town libraries. Of the addi- 
tions, 12,356 were in the district, and 3,068 in the town 
libraries. The former paid $11,287 86, and the latter, 
14,244 83 for books. 

The amount reported voted from the two-mil] tax, is 
12,069 63 ; from fines, $20,323 77 ; or $6,860 71 more than 
was used as the law requires. 

SCHOOL INSPECTORS. 

The Inspectors report 136 new districts organized, 1,533 
meetings of Inspectors, 142 select schools, with 8,1&9 pupils, 
and $4,507 26 paid for Inspectors' services. If the Inspectors 
had all attended the meetings reported, the amount must have 
been nearly dQuble what is reported. While 136 new districts 
are reported, the actual increase of districts is but 76, owing, 
it is supposed, to the consolidation of districts. 

FINANCIAL REPORTS. 

Receipts for 1872. 

On hand at commencement of the year $530,260 28 

Two-mill tax 421,971 29 

Primary school fund 182,095 97 

Tuition of non-resident scholars 28,580 47 

District taxes for teachers' wages, etc 1,384,079 03 
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Other district taxes 1593,680 90 

Tax on dogs 23,673 65 

From all other sources 485,717 17 

Total $3,563,479 03 

Expenditures for 1872. 

Paid to male teachers $639,401 13 

Paid to female teachers 1,010,087 63 

Paid for building and repairs.-' , 635,843 61 

Paid for all other purposes 746,253 55 

Amount on hand at close of year 660,222 00 

Total 13,563,479 03 

Indebtedness of districts 1,234,686 35 

Indebtedness less funds on hand 674,464 35 

The last sum represents the full real liability of the State on 
an investment of over seven million dollars ; for this indebt- 
edness is almost wholly on account of school buildings. 

If any one has the curiosity to add up the receipts and 
expenditures, as above, he will find a different total from either 
of those given. If he will then turn over to the abstracts by 
counties, he will see how we obtain the totals, and that the 
discrepancy is in the fact that the Directors fail to carry out 
correctly their totals. It would require at least two months' 
labor to correct their reports so as to make their accounts 
prove. Directors often carry out the total of their receipts 
and expenditures alike when the items would in fact foot up 
quite differently, and the oflfice of Public Instruction has 
not wisdom enough to correct their errors. When we have 
done all, we are obliged to confess that the statistics abound 
with errors ; although the result is sufficiently near the truth 
for the practical purpose for which their publication is 
designed. 

The following table will show what progress has been made 
in the details of school affairs during the past eight years : 
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GRADED SCHOOLS. 



The following table of statistics of graded schools comprises 
300 districts. They include all the districts in which more than 
one teacher was employed at the same time, some of them having 
less than 100 children. It will be seen that less than one- 
tenth of the whole number of districts in the State have 38 
per cent of the children, (155,740) own 64 per cent, of the 
whole value of school-houses, and pay 47 per cent of the 
aggregate wages to teachers ; and yet, for each child between 
five and twenty years of age, the expense for teachers' wages 
was two cents per month less than in the State at large; it 
being in the State 55 cents per month, and in the graded 
schools 53 cents. The most expensive school was in the vil- 
lage of Lawrence, Van Buren county, $1 48 ; and the cheapest 
in No. 4, Springwells, Wayne county, 13 cents. The former, 
with 172 children in the district, had an attendance of 200, 
and reports $594 96 tuition received from non-resident pupils. 
Deducting this, the expense stands at $1 13 per child. The 
Springwells district had 410 children, and an attendance 
of 130. 

The attendance in all is reported at 110,096 ; but eighteen 
careless directors or teachers fail to report any attendance. 
These districts had 4,390 children, and the actual attendance 
may be estimated at 114,000. The average length of the 
graded schools was almost two months above the average of 
the State. 
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THE COUNTY BDPEELNTENDENCT AND IMCBEASB OF WAGBB. 

The charge upon which the opponeaU of the connty saper- 
mtendency most rely, and upon which, probably, the greatest 
IM^judice is created, is that it has greatly increased the wages 
of teachers ; and that, without any coirespondiog benefit. A 
consideration of the preceding statistics, which had not been 
summed up when the former part of my report was written, 
suggests a few reflections upon the subject in this place. 

It is trae that teachers' wages hare increased in the last ten 
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years about 70 per cent; but that the county superintendency 
has had any hand in it, except in a sh'ght degree indirectly, 
as it has increased the efficiency of teachers, we think is 
not true. The average wages of male teachers the past 
year was Gl cents per month more than the average of 
the five years since the system went into operation, and the 
average wages of females was $1 70 more.* Now, if the sys- 
tem has raised the wages of females, why has it not of males 
in a like ratio ? The fact is, it has raised neither further 
than, as above suggested, it has raised the qualifications of 
female teachers, and they have consequently been doing better 
and higher grades of work, Avhich higher grades have ceased to 
be a monopoly of male teachers. Hundreds of positions in the 
high and grammar departments, where until recently it was 
generally thought only a man (strong enough to shake the big 
boys) could succeed, are now filled by females, and that with 
most ample success. Of course, as they prove to school boards 
their ability to " do a man's work," their wages will approx- 
imate to man's. Hundreds of positions formerly held by men 
at from six to ten hundred dollars per year, are now filled by 
ladies at five to seven hundred per year. Thus, while it is true 
the aggregate number of male teachers has slightly increased, 
their increase has been from increase of population, and in no 
proportion to that of females. The increase of the former the 
past year was 64 ; of the latter, 321. And we attribute the 
comparative decrease of the average wages of males in the 
State to the fact that a larger proportion of them than for- 
merlj^ are in the country schools ; and we have not a doubt 
that if we could compare the wages of male teachers in the 
rural districts the past year with previous years, it would show 
an increase. At the same time it is doubtless true that the 
increased ability of female teachers as a class, and the 
increased confidence of the public in their " ability to teach," 

** The average wages for 1870 was erroneoaslj given ia the report, as $52 63 for 
males, and $27 81 for females. It should have heen $48 04 and $24 75. 
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together with denial of certificates to so many cheap^ because 
incompetent, teachers, and the disuse of the boarding- 
around abomination, have combined to raise the wages of, 
females in the rural districts. And as far as this has been 
effected by the county superintendency, we regard it as one of 
its chiefest glories. From many years constant survey of the 
field, and from the universal judgment of the county superin- 
tendents, as well as leading teachers, we do not hesitate to 
express the unqualified opinion that, as a whole, the ability of 
teachers and the eflBciency of the schools have much more than 
kept pace with the increase of wages. Exceptional cases 
doubtless there may be ; teachers who promise well on exam- 
ination sometimes make wretched failures ; superintendents 
are sometimes obliged to give certificates to persons below the 
desired standard to secure teachers enough for all the Schools ; 
and so, for various causes, we must expect more or less unfor- 
tunate results. 

The good farmer gets the best seed he can obtain, and even 
then some of it will not grow ; but he does not therefore say, 
" I will buy cheap seed next year." Does he not sometimes pay 
12 a bushel for potatoes when he might buy for 50 cents? 
Does he not sometimes pay 110 for a sheep when he could buy" 
a heavier one for $3 ? And, if he deems it wise to " get the 
best," though at greater expense, for his stock and field, will 
he deem it wise to reverse the argument in hiring a person to 
mould the mind of his children ? 

But we hear it sometimes urged, "She taught us a good 
school, and gave universal satisfaction, and now the Ocmnty 
Superintendent refuses her a certificate. Away with such a 
system." Well, without denying that such a case may occur, 
we suggest, who is the best judge of a teacher's success? Is it 
the educated man, who has carefully examined her in the 
studies to be taught, and visits her school to see what her 
ability and tact are, to impart her knowledge to others, as well 
as to govern and to mould the moral and social character of 
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herpnpils? or is it the parent, perhaps of limited education, 
who, within sight of the school-house where his children are 
trained six months of the year, never was seen inside of the 
school-room, and could not tell — ^possibly does not care — 
whether the teacher sits on a three-legged stool or a cushioned 
chair — whether she herself understands what she is teaching — 
whether she teaches by rote or by reason ? 

It might be well to inquire upon what data such persons 
often form their opinions of the teacher's ability. With some, 
if a school is well governed they call it success; when, for 
aught they know, the teacher may be wholly incompetent to 
impart instruction. But, say they, " Though it is true I have 
never visited the school, I know that my children have * got 
along ' well with their studies /' And here, again, they may 
be greatly deceived. Their children may have learned some 
things, but they have no means of knowing how much error 
has been taught them by a teacher destitute of general informa- 
tion as well as of special culture. Is it not true that hundreds 
of teachers acquire a good reputation with their patrons simply 
and solely by their ability to please their pupils ? If the 
children " like the teacher,'' the parents look no further ; and if 
the County Superintendent, after careful examination, finding 
perhaps her highest ability only an ability to please the chil- 
dren, refuses to renew a certificate, they cry out in indignation, 
"Why, she has taught our school three terms with perfect 
satisfaction ! " and three-fourths of the district, perhaps, will 
sign a petition for a State certificate, where the County Super- 
intendent refused one of the third grade. A case not unlike 
this but recently occurred, and in which the written examina- 
tion of the teacher, forwarded, by the County Superintendent, 
was full of blunders. 

Good government, and a faculty to secure the good will of 
the pupils, are highly desirable — almost absolutely essential to 
success ; but that alone will ensure real failure ; and parents 
ought to be very sure of their position before condeming the 

21 
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County Superintendent, whose means for arriving at a just 
conclusion arc far greater than theirs. 

These remarks have grown out of the question of increase 
of teachers' wages; and the object is to show that, as far as the 
question has been affected by the county superintendency, 
such influence has been not objectionable, but beneficial. But 
the belief is, after all, that the system has had but very little 
to do with it. If it has raised the wages of females, why has 
it not raised the wages of males in a like ratio ? I have shown 
that the average wages of male teachers the past year was but 
61 cents per month more than the average since the county 
supervision commenced ; while of females it was $1 70. If " like 
causes produce like effects," — and certainly the county super- 
intendency has made no distinction between the sexes — how 
is it that the wages of one has increased in the aggregate since 
the system went into operation, three-fold that of the other? 
It belongs to those who denounce the county system as the 
cause of increased wages to solve the problem. 

We think a reason can be given. Under the township 
system almost any girl who could read in " easy words of two 
syllables " could get a certificate. This was the rule, of 
course, with exceptions. The result was, the whole thing was 
a farce ; and a certificate was no evidence whatever of fitness 
to teach. Incompetent teachers — especially the young — stood 
about as good a chance for employment as the competent; and 
districts could find teachers almost at their own price. Under 
such a state of things, what encouragement had teachers to 
make improvement ? Is it strange that people thought young 
women could teach only summer schools, backward schools, 
infant schools ? A school of any size, or with pupils of fifteen 
years of age, must, it was thought, have a man. So cheap 
females were employed to teach the cheap schools. 

This state of things has gradually changed. It matters not 
here, from what cause. Female teachers have, as a class, 
become more competent ; their improvement has been aippre- 
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dated by school boards ; they have shown ability to govern as 
well as to teach ; and hundreds of winter schools in the rural 
districts, as well as graded schools, that formerly employed 
male teachers, now have females. Thus we have the past year 
an increase of 321 female teachers, and but 64 males. The 
former have come more in competition with the latter ; and 
while they have, by the increased confidence of the people in 
their powers, secured an increase of wages, the competition 
with their brother teachers has tended to diminish the wages 
of the latter. 

But the above is not the sole cause of the advance of wages 
of female teachers. An advance would doubtless have taken 
place had no such improvement or no rivalry occurred. The 
past few years has been significant for a gradual advance in 
wages of females in almost every department of labor. A care- 
ful examination will show that the wages of teachers have 
increased hardly more than the average of other paying occupa- 
tions of the sex. Two years ago we paid the woman in our 
kitchen $2 00 a week ; last year we paid $2 25 ; and now we 
are paying the same person $2 50, or an increase in two 
years of just one cent per month more than of wages of female 
teachers. And so we find everywhere an advance in women's 
wages. We have no fault to find with it. Just in proportion 
as woman demonstrates her ability to do any given work as 
well as a man can do it, her wages will approximate; and the 
schools, as well as all other employers, must accept the 
situation. 

Men who wish to pnt their children into the hands of incom- 
petent teachers because they will engage for low wages, may, 
with consistency — I do not say with reason — complain of the 
county superin tendency, as far as it has thwarted their pur- 
pose; but men of more liberal views will be likely to regard it 
as one of its excellencies. 

But again, if the county superintendency has raised wages, 
what raised them under the old, peaceful system of town super- 
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yision ? In five jears^ under county sapenricdon^ the wages of 
inaleB increased $5 08 per month ; in four years previous, from 
1863 to 1867 (as far back as the reports give the average wages), 
the increase was $15 86 per month. In the last five years the 
wages of females increased $7 24 per month ; and in the four 
previous years, $7 04. 

These figures are suggestive ; but they do not suggest that 
county superintendence has had much to do with the advance 
of wages. Under county superintendence the wages of males 
increased in five years less than one-third as much as they did 
in four years under township superintendence ; and that of 
females but a fraction more in the last five years than in the 
previous four. 

In the light of all these facts, what becomes of the charge so 
persistently urged in some quarters, that the county superin- 
tendency has greatly increased the expense of the schools ? 
The argument — and the probability — is all against it The 
increase can be satisfactorily accounted for in other causes ; 
and the charge entirely fails to be proved. 

But supposing the charge still believed : The past year 
shows a decrease in the wages of both sexes, viz : 81 cents per 
month for males, and 49 cents for females. In the graded 
schools the decrease was five cents per month for each child, 
and in the State at large one cent per month for each child. 
We may take the objecter then on his own ground, and say the 
system is reducing expense, and therefore, merely as a finan- 
cial measure, it ought to be retained ; for that reduction, 
applied to all the months of teaching the past year, amounts 
to $29,269 78. So, if the system has heretofore caused an 
advance of wages, it is now reducing them to the amount of 
nearly thirty thousand dollars in one year. 

It were better not to attempt to make the county superin- 
tendency bear a responsibility it has not incurred. The " facts 
and figures ^^ show conclusively that it is not increasing the 
expense of education, even including the salaries of superin- 
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tendents, to any considerable extent. The increase is mainly 
from the increase of children, the increased ability of teachers, 
and females taking higher positions, the disuse of the practice 
of "boarding around'' (the increase from which is only appar- 
ent, the expense under that practice not being included in the 
statistics), and more than all, the increased expense of living, 
and of wages in every department of labor. 

That the county superintendency has done much to elevate 
the standard of teaching, and promote the eflSciency of the 
schools is, with those best informed, beyond a doubt. That it 
has wrought miracles, we do not claim. It is a defect that in 
many counties the Superintendent cannot visit the schools as 
much as is desirable. And yet, though he should not visit a 
given school during the year, his influence is felt in that school 
all the year. Who can calculate the influence it will have with 
the teacher to know that the man who holds her license in his 
hands is liable any day to make his appearance to inspect her 
work? Still, the Superintendent needs help in this direction. 
If, in the larger counties, he could have an assistant, competent 
to visit, with time to make his visits of the highest efiSciency, 
and if the people would always select the best man in the 
county for Superintendent, there is no doubt the system may 
be made to accomplish much more than it has yet done. It is 
truly to be desired that the Legislature will make provision 
for the assistants, and that the people will make no mistake in 
their selection of men. And I may not only desire, but ration- 
ally hope, that neither Legislature nor people will take any 
backward steps in the great work of primary education. 

OKAMEL HOSFOED. 
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BOARD OF REGENTS — THIRTY-FOURTH AN^KUAL REPORT. 

Hoist. Oramel Hosford, Supt of Public Instruction: 

In compliance with the requirements of law, the Board of 
Regents of the Unirersity of Michigan herewith respectfully 
submit to you a report of the affairs of the University for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1872 : 

No important changes have been made in the general admin- 
istration of the institution. The year has been one of steady, 
earnest, and successful work. The number of professors, 
assistant professors, and instructors employed is thirty-five. 
Three others were absent by special permission of the Regents. 
The attendance of students upon the courses of instruction in 
each department was very large. It was as follows: 

Department of Literature — Science and the Arts 517 

Department of Medicine 354 

Department of Law 353 

Total 1,224 

That was a gain of more than a hundred upon the attend- 
ance of the previous year. So many students were in attend- 
ance upon no other American college or university. Of the 
whole number, 577, or 47 per cent, are residents of Michigan. 
The number of women in attendance was 64, nearlv twice as 
many as in the previous year ; of these, 33 were in the Medical 
Department, 3 in the Law Department, and 28 in the Academic 

Department. The fact that no special embarrassments have 
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resulted from the admission of women, and the success with 
which they have prosecuted their studies, are attracting much 
attention throughout this country, and even in England. 

In previous reports attention has been called to the attempt 
to establish an almost organic connection between the Univer- 
sity and such of the high schools as are prepared to send up 
classes to us. Fifty freshmen were received this year, from 
six schools, on certificate of graduation in the proper courses, 
and their preparation proved satisfactory. It is believed that 
the judicious execution of the plan which has been adopted 
will bind the University and the preparatory schools more 
closely together, and be of essential service to both. 

The work upon University Hall has been carried on as rap- 
idly as our means would allow. The absolute necessity of 
additional lecture-rooms and recitation rooms has led us to 
make every eflfbrt to complete at least a portion of the building 
before the beginning of the next academic year. But the large 
hall cannot be completed, nor can the exterior of the building 
be stuccoed without the aid of an additional appropriation 
It is hoped that the State, through the Legislature, will make 
it possible for us to finish the whole edifice at an early day. 

For a detailed statement of our finances for the year refer- 
ence is made to the accompanying report of the Finance Com- 
mittee. It will be observed that, while our income has sufficed 
to meet our expenses, it is certain that at the end of the fiscal 
year, 1872-3, we shall have a serious deficit, and that hence- 
forth our revenue will not equal our present annual expenses* 
Obviously, then, our resources must be increased, or the work 
of the University mast be curtailed. To think of reducing 
our work, when our increasing classes and the general eleya- 
tion of the standard of scholarship in our better American 
colleges are demanding an enlargement of our facilities for 
instruction, will, we trust, seem to the citizens of the State out 
of the question. We confidently hope that, while we must 
carefully study economy in the administration of the financea 
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of the institution, means enough maybe placed at our disposal 

not only to prevent a decline of the University, but also to 

multiply its usefulness. 

We beg leave to refer to the President's report, hereto 

annexed, for more detailed information on other points of 

interest. 

E. C. WALKER, 

GEORGE WILLARD, 

THOMAS D. GILBERT, 

HIRAM A. BURT, 

J. ESTABROOK, 

J. H. McGOWAN, 

C. B. GRANT, 

C. RYND. 
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PRESIDENT'S ANNUAL EEPOKT. 



Hon, 0, Hosford^ Superintendent Public Instruction : 

I have the honor to present to you my report for the aca- 
demic year, which is now drawing to its close. Our work 
during the last twelve months has been marked by no such 
important events as several which signalized the administration 
of my predecessor in office, acting President Frieze. The 
admission of women to our classes, the gift of the Parsons 
(Rau) Library, the establishment of our new relation with the 
high schools of the State, and the generous appropriation of 
the Legislature for the erection of our new building, render 
the two years during which Dr. Frieze discharged the duties 
of the presidency ever memorable in the history of the Univer- 
sity. The influence of the scholarly enthusiasm, the ripe aca- 
demic experience, and the happy mixture of caution with 
enterprise which he brought to his work, still abides with us 
as a helpful force. 

The year has been one of quiet, earnest, and successful labor. 
The teachers have performed their duties with the greatest 
harmony and fidelity, and the students have, as a body, been 
exemplary and assiduous. The pervading spirit of the Uni- 
versity has been that of cheerful, spirited devotion to the work 
in hand. 

THE FACULTIES. 

The following gentlemen were appointed, at the close of last 
year, or at the beginning of this year, and have performed the 
duties of their respective posts : 

Theodore McGraw, M. A., M. D., Lecturer on Surgery. 
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P. E. B. De Pont, B. A., B. S., Instructor in French and 
Drawing. 

W. W. Beman, B. A., Instructor in Mathematics. 

Eoberfc Harbison, M. A., Instructor in Modern Languages 
and Literature. 

P. A. Blackburn, M. A., Instructor in Latin. 

Marcus Baker, B. A., Instructor in Mathematics. 

Edward L. Mark, B. A., Instructor in Mathematics. 

Three of the faculty have been absent through the year by 
permission of the Eegents ; Professors Frieze and D'Ooge, in 
Europe, and Mr. Harrington on an expedition to Alaska 
Prof. Frieze will remain abroad another year, engaged in higher 
philosophical studies. Prof. D'Ooge expects to resume his 
work in September. Acting Professor Eiisha Jones, who has 
been occupying the chair of Greek during Prof. D'Ooge's 
absence, will be released from service here. It gives me pleas- 
ure to bear witness to the ability, scholarship, and industry 
which he has brought to his work. Mr. Harrington expects to 
be at home early in the next academic year. Dr. McGraw has 
resigned his lectureship on surgery. Mr. J. Burkitt Webb, 
who was appointed assistant professor of civil engineering in 
September, resigned his place in November. Since April 8th 
Mr. Charles S. Denison, C. E., has been employed as an assist- 
ant to the professor of civil engineering. 

Death has recently struck an honored name from our faculty 
roll, that of Zina Pitcher, M. D., Emeritus Professor of the 
Institutes of Medicine and Obstetrics. Though he never gave 
instruction in the University, his fifteen years' of valuable 
service in the Eegency and his specially important work in 
giving form to our medical school secure him a conspicuous 
place in our annals. Our faculties of instruction have this 
year consisted of thirty-eight men, twenty-eight of whom were 
employed in the academic department, four in the law depart- 
ment, and six in the medical department. Four gave instruction 
both in the academic and in the medical department. As 
three members of the academic faculty were absent, the 
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number of teachers actually on duty was thirty-five ; two more 
than were employed in the previous year. 

NUMBER OF STUDENTS. 

The total number of students in attendance daring the year 
is 1,224, which probably exceeds by about one hundred the 
number who were present during the previous year. Our cal- 
ender this year gives the names of 1,207 actually in attendance 
prior to its publication. Seventeen students came afterwards. 
The catalogue of the year before shows an attendance of 1,110 
before its publication. It may be interesting to compare the 
figures of each department for the two years as shown by the 
catalogues. 

1870-71 1871-78 

Academic Department 488 609 

Medical ** 315 850 

Law " 307 348 

Total 1110 1207 

The complete table of attendance for the whole year 1871-2 
is as follows : 

DEPABTMENT OP LITEBATUBE, SCIENCE AND THE ABTS. 

Resident Graduates 

Seniors 84 

Juniors 73 

Sophomores 97 

Freshmen ^ 168 

In Selected Studies 46 

In Pharmacy 40 

Total 517 

DEPABTMENT OF MEDICINE. 
Students 354 

DEPABTMENT OF LAW. 
Seniors. 142— Juniors, 211; total 353 

Total in University 1,224 

It will be seen that there is a handsome gain in every 
department The attendance npon the Law school is macli 



UXIVEKSITY OF MICHIGAN. 175 

larger than that upon any other similar school in the country, 
and the total attendance in the University is, I think, greater 
than at any other American college or university. The gain 
in the Academic department is the more noticeable since the 
examinations for admission were more rigid than ever before. 
Nearly fifty applicants for admission, about twenty per cent of 
all, were refused. Yet the Freshman class was the largest 
which has ever entered the University. Their average age on 
entering was about 19 J years. 

Of the entire number in attendance, 1,224, Michigan furnishes 
677, or about 47 per cent. Last year her part was 46 per cent. 
Her proportion in the Academic department is nearly twice as 
great as in the professional schools, thus, in the former about 
64 per cent of the whole, in the Medical department 35 per 
cent, in the Law department 34 per cent. Stated otherwise, 
the fact is that nearly twice as large a proportion of pro- 
fessional as of collegiate students come from other States. 
This would be expected in considering how great is the num- 
ber of American colleges in comparison with the number of 
professional schools. Our students come from 28 States and 
Territories ; from Ontario (Canada), New Brunswick, and the 
Sandwich Islands. Ohio sends us 134 ; Illinois, 124 ; New 
York, 87 ; Indiana, 56 ; Pennsylvania, 39. The New England 
States furnish us 37, as follows : Maine, 5 ; New Hampshire, 
2 ; Vermont, 12 ; Massachusetts, 12; Ehode Island, 1 ; Con- 
necticut, 5. Ontario sends us 29. These simple figures give 
us impressive suggestions of the wide reach of the work of 
the University. 

NUMBER OF GRADUATES. 

The graduates in the several courses this year are as follows : 

Pharmaceutical Chemists 6 

Mining Engineer 1 

Civil Engineers 10 

Bachelors of Science 12 

Bachelors of Philosophy 7 

Bachelors of Arts ^ 57 
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Doctorsof Medicine 89 

Bachelors of Laws .-= 143 

Masters of Science (in course) 7 

Masters of Arts (in course) 10 

Master of Arts (on examination) 1 

Total 341 

In one case two degrees, and in another three degrees, were 
conferred on the same person. The number of persons 
actually receiving degrees, were therefore, 338. 

In addition, three honorary degrees were conferred : one of 
M. D., one of A. M., and one of LL. D. 

THE CHOICE OF COUKSES. 

It is gratifying to see that there is an almost universal desire 
on the part of the undergraduates to pursue some complete 
course. It should be understood that of the forty-six students 
who are described in our calendar as pursuing selected studies, 
probably there are not more than ten who do not intend to 
earn a place in some one of our regular courses. Lacking for 
a time the proficiency in some study which is requisite for 
standing in the class with which they hope to graduate, they 
are placed in this category, for we mean that our calendar 
shall be rigorously honest and truthful, and we aim to place 
no man on the roll of a class until he is fully up with the 
work of that class. There is a very encouraging tendency 
among those who come to pursue selected studies, to become 
inspired by their life here with an aspiration to remain and 
complete some thorough course. It should furthermore be 
remarked that of those who are registered as pursuing selected 
studies there are always a few experienced teachers who have 
come to study some branch as a specialty. 

As our students are permitted to elect their courses, it is 
instructive to observe the nature of their choices. We may 
group our several courses, (excluding the Pharmaceutical, 
which properly considered forms a special department by 
itself) under three general heads: one in which Latin and 
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Greek are both pursued ; another^ in which only one of the 
ancient tongues (and that is almost without exception^ the 
Latin) is studied, and the modern languages, mathematics, and 
the sciences receive more attention than in the first ; and a 
third, in which the ancient languages are not taken up at all, 
but modem languages, mathematics, and the sciences receive 
chief attention. The Engineering courses, and the course in 
Analytical Chemistry, are included in this. These various 
courses are of equal length, four years, and as the studies are 
now arranged, the scientific studies are certainly not less labo- 
rious than the others. Galling them, the first, the Classical, 
the second, the Latin and Scientific, and the third, the Scien- 
tific, the students in the four classes this year are divided as 
follows* : Classical 194 (46 per cent) ; Latin and Scientific, 81 
(19 per cent) ; Scientific, 147 (35 per cent) ; total, 422. 

On comparing these figures with those in the catalogue of 
1867-8 I find that the percentage of the scientific students is 
almost exactly the same to-day as it was then. At that time it 
was 36 per cent. In 1861-2 it was 28 per cent. In 10 years 
there has been a gradual, but not a very rapid, relative increase 
of scientific students. I may remark in this connection that 
there is a constant tendency for a certain proportion of the 
students, who enter upon the Scientific course, to make special 
preparation and pass over to the Classical or the Latin and 
Scientific course, and for a certain proportion of those who 
enter upon the Latin and Scientific course, to transfer them- 
selves to the Clasoical. Those timid friends of classical learn- 
ing who have feared that it would be abandoned in our col- 
leges if scientific studies were admitted to equal honor with 
the classical, and those scientists who suppose that there is no 
real and intelligent demand for classical training, especially in 
the West, may with equal profit scnitiuize these figures. 

*The select itudents are ezdnded fh>m this claMification. 

23 
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THE WORK DONE. 

For details of the work done in the varions departments, I 
refer you to the accompanying reports of the Deans of the 
Medical and Law Faculties, and of the professors in the depart- 
ment of Literature, Science and the Arts. You will find there 
the record of a year's faithful and successful labor. The Fac- 
ulties have given themselves with earnestness to their duties. 
The students have been very punctual in attendance, and as a 
whole have met the demands upon tkem with fidelity. A good 
number of the examinations in the Academic Department 
have been made, I think, somewhat more rigorous than here- 
tofore, and it would be well if still others were made more 
searching. As a result of the examinations at the close of the 
first semester twenty students failed so badly in some one study 
that they are required to take it again with the next class 
behind them. Eighty-two were so deficient that they were 
*^ conditionedj" that is, required to sustain a re-examination on 
one or more studies on a special day in the next semester, and 
nine showed so little knowledge of their studies that their 
parents were requested to withdraw them. Six of these were 
Freshmen, and three were pursuing selected studies. The 
failure of most of the Freshmen was due in some degree to 
inadequate preparation, and they may be permitted on due 
preparation to enter the next class. Three other Freshmen 
had, by advice of the Faculty, been previously withdrawn to 
extend their preparatory studies. 

As a result of the examinations held in the second semester, 
seventy-six were "conditioned," and eight "failed to pass" on 
some, study. 

No student has subjected himself to the gravest censure of 

r 

the University. The connection of one student with .the 
Institution was indefinitely suspended for neglect to attend his 
classes, and that of two others was suspended for a year on 
account of their prolonged absence without permission. 
As I have not before been accustomed to see college class® 
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working without a "marking system," I may properly say 
that I am fnlly convinced by what I have seen here, at least of 
the uselessness of snch a system for students like ours. I have 
never seen a better average of class-work than I find here in 
the classes of the teachers, who insist on having good work 
done by their pupils, and who possess, in a fair degree, the 
power of inspiring them with enthusiasm. 

Some of our professors, in addition to their class-room labors, 
have this year reflected honor upon the University by making 
valuable contributions to the literature of their respective 
departments. Professor Wood has published a treatise on The 
Strength of Materials, and professor Olney a School A^lgebra 
and a treatise on Geometery and Trigonometry, to be followed 
by other mathematical works. Both the work of Professor 
Woodland those of Professor Olney, have met with a hearty 
reception in a very large number of the better colleges and 
schools of the land. Dr. Cocker has delivered to the students 
a course of his lectures on the Evidences of Christianity, which 
were listened to by large audiences, and have been published 
by the senior class. He has also in press an elaborate work on 
Christianity and Modern Thought. Acting Professor Jones, 
in connection with Professor Boise of Chicago, has prepared a 
text-book to guide pupils in writing prose. 

THE OBSERVATOKY. 

Professor Watson's report explains the nature of the work 
which has been done at the Observatory. It will be observed 
that the Professor has discovered three planets this year, mak- 
ing fourteen in all, which are credited to our Observatory since 
he took charge of it. 

It is greatly to be desired that the Observatory should be 
furnished from some source with the moderate endowment 
required for its wants. 

REQUIREMENTS FOR ADMISSION. 

It has already been intimated that the examinations for 
admission were more rigid and exacting last year than the^ ^^ 
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been before. We are also gradnally demanding a larger range, 
as well as a better quality of preparatory work. At the com- 
ing examination for admission into the Ijatin and Scientifio 
course we are to ask a year's previous study of French. Next 
year we shall require the same acquaintance with French^ and 
a knowledge of the elements of Natural Philosophy, Botany, 
Geology and Zoology, as the condition of entering the Scien- 
tific course. In the following year more Latin than is now 
required is to be asked of those who take the Classical course. 
This is in accordance with the general plan to raise the grade 
of our work as rapidly as the preparatory schools can raise 
theirs. We keep up constant communion with the superin- 
tendents and teachers, to determine how far they can readily 
carry their students before they transfer them to us. They 
show a most praiseworthy desire to push up the scale of their 
work. I cannot use too strong language in expressing the 
indebtedness of the University to these faithful instructors in 
the High Schools of the State, who are striving with zeal and 
wisdom to lift the grade of work in their schools, and so to 
enable us to begin our University work on a higher plane. Of 
course we must take care not to raise our requirements more 
rapidly than the schools can raise their work with the hearty 
approbation of the people whose taxes support them. 

THE UNIVERSITY AKD THE HIGH SCHOOLS. 

It is with great pleasure that I refer to the first year's expe- 
rience in forming a quasi organic connection between the 
University and the High Schools. It will be remembered that 
if the Faculty, on the report of a Committee of Inspection, 
approve the work of a school, then the University receives 
without examination the graduates of that school, provided 
their certificates from their school board or superintendent 
declare that they have successfully pursued all the studies 
required for admission to our Freshman class. This promise 
to receive the graduates of the schools binds the University only 
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for the year in which the inspection is made. Last year we 
received 50 Freshmen on certificates, viz.: 3 from the Detroit 
High school, 8 from Flint, 7 from Jackson, 3 from Kalamazoo, 
1 from Adrian, and 28 from Ann Arbor. We see nothing in 
the result of the experiment to deter us from repeating it. 

Those who predicted the filling up of the Freshman class 
with poor material, or the lowering of the standard of scholar- 
ship in consequence of this step, have proved false prophets. 
Of the Freshmen, who were "conditioned" or who " failed to 
pass'^ at the examinations of the past year, a decidedly larger 
percentage is found in'that portion of the class which entered 
on examination than in that portion which was received on 
certificate. This is only one test, it is true. But the indica- 
tion which it furnishes that the students who entered by cer- 
tificate were on the whole better prepared than those who 
entered after examination, is in accordance with the general 
impression, which the daily class-room work has made on the 
instructors of the class. There is the very strongest evidence 
that the effect upon the schools which stand in this new rela- 
tion to the TJoiversity has been most helpful. It has lent a 
new stimulus to the scholars, teachers, and friends of the 
school. The visits of the Committee of Inspection have been 
received as gratifying proof of the interest of the University 
in the schools. The conferences with the teachers and super- 
intendents, have been instructive both to them and to us. We 
have frankly and kindly suggested methods of improving their 
work, where suggestions wore needed, and they have enabled 
us to see exactly what is possible for them to do. We are thus 
able to co-operate wisely and intelligently for the same end, the 
most thorough preparation" of students for our classes. The 
schools become thoroughly identified with us in our work. 
When the High Schools generally in the State shall have so 
far advanced that the University can establish this relation 
with them, we shall have a completely graded system of sub- 
stantially free public ,education stretching from the primary 
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school through the University to the completion of a profes- 
sional course. 

Committees of the Faculty have this year, in compliance 
with invitations, visited the schools at Ann Arbor, Adrian, 
Jackson, Flint, Kalamazoo, and Pontiac. The faculty have 
voted to receive graduates this year from all the above named 
schools save that at Pontiac, which has no class ready for us 
this year. If the quality of teachers in that school next year 
is as good as at present, it will doubtless earn a place by the 
side of the best schools. Other schools announce that they 
will be prepared to invite inspection n^xt year. Though our 
plan is still subjected to some criticism, I am convinced that 
if it is executed with discretion and prudence, it can be made 
productive of great good to the schools, the University, and the 
State. There is hardly any feature of our work which seems 
to me more interesting than this. 

THE ADMISSION OF WOMEN. 

The number of women who are availing themselves of the 
opportunity to study at the University is nearly twice as great 
as it was in year 18^0-71. The number registered then was 
34, viz : 2 in the Law Department, 18 in the Medical Depart- 
ment, and 14 in the Academic Department. This year the 
number has been 64, viz.: 3 in the Law Department, 33 in the 
Medical, and 28 in the Academic. These last are distributed 
in the classes as follows : Seniors, 2 ; Sophomores, 7 ; Fresh- 
men, 13' in select courses, 6. Of those in the regular courses, 
eight are Classical students, nine Latin and Scientific, and five 
Scientific. Five of those in the select courses are giving their 
attention chiefly to scientific studies and modern languages 
and literature ; the sixth to classical work. Six women grad- 
uated in April with the medical class, one with the law class, 
and two now graduate in the Academic Department. In the 
Medical Department the women have received instruction by 
themselves, except in chemistry. In the other Departments 
all instruction is given to both sexes in common. 
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It is manifestly not wise to leap to hasty generalizations from 
our brief experience in furnishing education to both sexes in 
our University. But I think all who have been familiar with 
the inner life of the University for the past two years, will 
admit that, thus far, no reason for doubting the wisdom of the 
Regents' action in opening the University to women has 
appeared. Hardly one of the many embarrassments which 
some feared, has confronted us. The young women xiave 
addressed themselves to their work with great zeal, and have 
shown themselves quite capable of meeting the dematids of 
severe studies as successfully as their classmates of the other 
sex. Their work so far does not evince less Tariety of aptitude 
or less power of grappling even With higher mathematics than 
we find in the young men. They receive no favoi'S and 
desire none. » They are subjected to precisely the same 
tests as the men. Some of them, like the men, have 
stumbled at examinations, but nearly all of them have 
maintained a most creditable reputation for scholarship 
in every branch of study which has awaited them in their 
course. Nor does their work seem to put a dangerous strain 
upon their physical powers. They assure me that they never 

• 

enjoyed better health, and their absences by reason of sickness 
does not proportionately exceed those of the men. Their 
presence has not called for the enactment of a single new law, 
or for the slightest change in our methods of government or 
grade of work. If we are asked still to regard the reception 
of women into our classes as an experiment, it must certainly 
be deemed a most hopeful experiment. The numerous inqui- 
ries which are sent to me from various parts of this country, 
and even from England, concerning the results of their admis- 
sion tO'the University, show that a profound and wide-spread 
interest in the subject has been awakened. Cornell University 
has recently decided to open its doors to women, and it can 
hardly be doubted that other conspicuous Eastern colleges will 
soon follow the example. The Alumni and Trustees of at least. 



184 PITBLIC IJfSTRTTCnOir. 

four prominent New England colleges are formally considering 
the anbject 

THE MUSEUM. 

Profeaaor Winchell'g report will describe in detail the addi- 
tions to our scientific collections. We have received some 
valuable accessions. Especially noteworthy are the objects 
collated by Mr. J. B.Steere on his expedition across the South 
American continent We have already received from him 
1205 entries, 4538 specimens, and several boxes are now on 
the way here. Mr. Steere, having traversed South America, 
now goes to New Zealand. 

A few contributions of value have been made to the Art 
Gallery, the most valuable being the marble medallion portrait 
of the distinguished sculptor, Randolph Sogers, who so long 
resided here, and who is represented in our gallery by two of 
his works, the "Nydia'' and the *'Euth Gleaning." This 
medallion, from the chisel of the sculptor Gushing, is the gift 
of Hon. C. C. Trowbridge, of Detroit, who has so often testi- 
fied his deep interest in the welfare of the University. 

I cannot think it untimely to direct the attention of the 
friends of the University, who take a just pride in our collec- 
tion of works of art, to the importance of having a matt 
•commodious gallery constructed with special reference to the 
preservation and exhibition of such works. I am confident 
that if we had such a structure, fire-proof, and properly lighted, 
we could easily procure every year numerous additions to owr 
collection. It need not at present be large or expensive. If 
we should erect a new hall for our library, it might be added 
as a wing. It is evident that the rooms now oceupied for the 
purpose will soon be needed for scientific collections. The 
erection of such a gallery would do much to stimulate that 
study of the fine arts to which we should speedily give atten- 
tion in the University. 
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THE LIBBARY. 

It appears by the Librarian's report that the library hair 
been increased during the year by the addition of 883 volumes, 
and 181 pamphlets. Of these 249 volumes and 171 pamphlets 
were presented. A hundred and seventy-four reviews, maga- 
zines, and newspapers are on the tables. Sixty-five of them 
are furnished by the Students' Beading-Room Association. 
Considerable progress has been made in the cataloguing and 
binding of the Parsons' Library. It is with peculiar pleasure 
that I inform you of the thoughtful generosity of the grad- 
uating class in making a subscription of more than $1,100 for 
a library fund, the interest of which is to be appropriated to 
the purchase of books. There is reason to hope that this 
may become the nuckus of a large fund to be given by the 
Alumni and other friends of the University. 

THE PROFBSSIOlSrAL SCHOOLS. 

Great prosperity attends both of these schools. Still greater 
results could be achieved by them if we could secure higher 
preparatory training in the students. How to secure tliis is 
not easy to say. It is evident however, that the gradual and 
rapid elevation of the work in our public schools is doing 
much to relieve the difficulty. I think the proportion of col- 
lege graduates in the law school this year was greater than 
ever before, there being 61 in the class of 350. In the medi- 
cal school, however, there were only 14 in a class of equal size. 
This is a subject which deserves most serious consideration. 
I am not prepared at present to make any recommendations 
about it. 

I beg, however, to express my hearty approval of a plan pro- 
posed by the Medical Faculty, through their Dean, for extend- 
ing the course of lectures from the present term of six mdntha 
over one of nine months, thus securing more thoroughness of 
instruction. The execution of the plan will, however, proba- 
bly ultimately entail an additional expense of $3,000 annually^ 

24 
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though I am iuformed that the professors would be willing to 
give these longer courses without additional recompense for 
the present, or until the treasury of the University may be in 
a condition to increase their remuneration. I hope we' may 
ere long see our way clear to add a Dental Department to our 
Medical School. The increased expense would be so slight, and 
the patronage Would probably be so large, that it is not improb- 
able that it could bo conducted without much, if any, cost to 
the University. 

It is of great importance that we enlarge our hospital accom- 
modations at the earliest practicable day. The present hospi- 
tal has been of essential service to us. But the time has come 
for a vigorous effort to secure through private or public bene- 
factions a large hospital for the treatment of special diseases, 
or a State hospital for the treatment of the sick, who are now 
in the various almshouses of the State. I cannot but think 
that the enterprise will commend itself to the medical profes- 
sion of Michigan, and to the favorable consideration of the 
public. 

I venture to commend the needs of the Law Library to the 
consideration of all who are interested in the highest success 
of our flourishing Law Department. This Library is the only 
apparatus which this department asks to be supplied with for 
its large and important work. As no other department brings 
so large pecuniary return to the University in proportion to 
the expense it entails, it is but just that the library be supplied 
with liberality. The deficiencies upon its shelves are serious. 

UNIVERSITY HALL. 

University Hall, the corner stone of which was laid on last 
Commencement Day, has been pushed on toward completion 
as rapidly as the means at our disposal would allow. Had the 
whole appropriation instead of half of it been available last 
February, the new hall might have been occupied for Oom- 
mencement exercises this year, and the remainder of the inte- 
rior would have been now nearly completed. It is our ezpeo- 
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tation that the lecture rooms, and perhaps the chapel, will be 
ready for use at the beginning of the academic year in the coming 
September. And that will not be too soon. We were much embar- 
rassed last autumn in accommodating our large classes. It would 
be impossible to find room for our students incur old recitation 
rooms next year, if the comipg Freshman class should be as large 
as the last. But our new building will furnish us the needed 
relief. It will provide us with eleven new lecture rooms, 
offices for the Eegents, the President, the Faculty, and the 
Steward, a waiting-room for the ladies, and a spacious and 
elegant hall, which will contain sittings for twenty-five hun- 
dred or more hearers. As there was no hall or church in 
town which w*ould accommodate the audience often in attend- 
ance upon our public exercises, an auditorium of thi§ kind 
was almost as urgently needed as our new lecture rooms. The 
most rigid economy has been practised in erecting the new 
building, but the legislative appropriation will probably not 
quite suffice for its completion. May we not hope that our 
generous patron, the State of Michigan, to which we are 
indebted for the means of carrying the structure so near to its 
completion, will furnish us the little that is now required to 
finish the work ? University Hall, with its front of 347 feet, 
and its dome rising to a height of 140 feet from the ground, is 
one of the most imposing college edifices in the land. 

It would add greatly to the interest of the services in the 
new chapel, and of many of the exercises to be held in the 
large hall, if these rooms w^re furnished with organs of suit- 
able size. They are so obviously needed that we cannot but 
hope that some friend of the University may furnish them to 
us. I have ascertained on inquiry that in Germany two 
organs suitable for these halls, respectively, can be procured 
for about $3,000. 

OUB NEEDS. 

A prosperous institution of education always desires, and 
generally needs, some things which it has not We are fulfill- 
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ing that condition of prosperity. Our very snccesses compel 
ns to ask for the means of achieying higher snocess. Our 
enlarged numbers, the constant eleration of onr scale of 
stndy, the widening range of instmction in all the better 
colleges and nniversities of the country, are calling for larger 
focilities and larger work in this imiUtntion. 

Our rapidly increasing classes imperatiYely demand an 
increase in the number of our instructors, even if we do not 
expand the range of our work at all. I think we greatly need 
another instructor at once in the rhetorical department, who 
should teach elocution and do some rhetorical work with the 
Freshman and Sophomore classes, both of which should hare 
more practice in writing under critical direction. 

The Professor of History also requires help in conducting 
his numerous classes. One instructor might, perhaps, for the 
present be employed to divide his labors between these two 
departments. 

We should also have, at an early day, a Professor to give 
instruction in Political Economy, Political Philosophy, and 
International Law. The very brief course in Political Econ- 
omy has been conducted by the Professor of Moral and 
Intellectual Philosophy, who would prefer to confine himself 
to his own special work, and it has not been offered at all to 
the classical students. I have this year given twenty familiar 
lectures on International Law to about two-thirds of the 
Senior class. But provision should be made by which every 
student should be able to take a generous course in the 
Political sciences, 

I have already spoken of the importance of a gallery for 
works of Art. 

A large and well-appointed gymnasium would, in my opin- 
ion, be of great service, especially during that large part of 
the year in which out-door games cannot be resorted to for 
exercise. I believe that the moral, as well as the physical 
effect, would be salutary and marked. 
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But there is another and greater need which cannot long 
remain disregarded without serious detriment to our good name. 
We must have the means of enlarging the facilities for certain 
kiuds of Scientific work, or peril our honorable position among 
the better institutions of the land, and come short of our duty 
and opportunity as a University. Our deficiencies are most 
marked in our provisions for instruction in Mechanical and 
Mining Engineering, Physics, Metallurgy, and Assaying, 
though our means of illustration in Civil Engineering and 
in Zoology are not adequate to our needs. 

The Professors, by their assiduity and ability, have done 
excellent work with the means at their command. But the 
kind and amount of work in these branches, which were satis- 
factory a few years ago, are no longer so. Larger attainments 
ore desired by an increasing number of students who are train- 
ing themselves for the actual technical application of some of 
the sciences, or for chairs of instruction in science. Nearly 
all the stronger colleges have been vigorously striving for the 
last few years to meet this acknowledged demand for more 
extended training in science, and several schools have been 
founded, with large endowments, for the sole purpose of 
imparting that sort of instruction. 

I desire to commend to the careful attention of the friends 
of the University the report which Prof. Wood, Professor of 
Civil Engineering, made on this subject to tlie Kegents at their 
March meeting. He estimates that the cost of such a build- 
ing as we need for enlarged scientific work, and the requisite 
apparatus, and of the endowment of the new Professorships 
required, will be $373,500. Whether that plan or some other 
is adopted to secure the end, at least that sum of money will 
be needed, and half a million of dollars could be used without 
extravagance. Is there not some citizen of Michigan who will 
leave in our grounds an enduring monument to his memory, 
and a fountain of perpetual blessing to the State and the 
nation, by founding such a department and erecting such a 
building f 
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Bnt the execution of sach a plan is the work of time. 
Some of the minor wants^ however, in these branches of work 
ought to be supplied at once. 

The department of Physics is in pressing need of appara- 
tus. The Adjunct Professor asks for a moderate appropria- 
tion, which I hope can be furnished at this session. 

Professor WinchelVs department (Geology, Zoology, and 
Botany) needs thorough reorganization and expansion, at an 
early day, in accordance with suggestions in a report from 
him, which I herewith submit. But he should have at once 
an assistant to aid in giving instruction. I recommend that 
Mr. M. W. Harrington, who has been proved to be a capable 
scholar and instructor in that department, be named Instruc- 
tor in Geology, Zoology, and Botany. I think that the 
employment of a taxidermist, who can be procured for a small 
sum, would be economical for the University. 

Bnt after all, our first and greatest need is such an increase 
in our revenue as will enable us to meet the deficit with which 
we are threatened at the close of the next fiscal year. While 
we seem to be absolutely under the necessity of increasing our 
expenses, we find ourselves confronted with the stern fact that 
our income must be less after next June than it has been for 
the last two years. I believe that it will be diflScult to find a 
college in the land in which more work is returned for every 
dollar of outlay. The most careful economy is employed in 
every department. The most searching scrutiny upon this 
point may be challenged. May we not then look with confi- 
dent expectation of relief from our impending embarrassment 
to the generosity of the State, which has never failed to appre- 
ciate and supply our most pressing wants ? 

JAMES B. AWGELL, President. 
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EBPOET OF FINANCE COMMITTEE. 



The Finance Committee submit herewith a statement of the 
financial condition of thft University at the close of the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1873. 
The receipts into the treasury have been as follows: 

Balance on hand July 1, 1871 $31,049 08 

(Of this amount $11,687 50 was due that day for salaries, 

leaving actual balance beloDging to the University, 

$9,961 58.) 
Received from State Treasurer during the year on account 

of ** University Interest Fund" 88,360 00 

Received of State, being annual appropriation 15,000 00 

Received for students' fees and diplomas 22,905 00 

Received from Treasurer for interest on University funds in 

his hands 447 52 

Received for amount refunded from Building Fund 4,200 00 

$102,651.60 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

For salaries. Janitor's wages, etc., for last quarter 
of previous year, and first three quarters of 

currentyear $66,689 16 

For account of General Library 1,100 00 

For account of Medical Library 400 00 

For account of Law Library 400 00 

For contingent expenses 15,562 23 

Am't on hand to credit of General Fund 19,400 21 

102,551 60 

Of the above balance of $19,400 21 to the credit of the 
General Fund at the .close of the fiscal year, there was 
due that day for the salaries of the last quarter of the 

previous year, the sum of 14,828 83 

Doe Secretary of the Board 657 66 

$15,386 89 
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LeaviDg as an actual balance in the treasury, $4,018 82, and in th« 
hands of the Secretary of the Board the sum of $847 44 unexpended 
balances of former appropriations. 

The aggregate amount appropriated during the year for contingent 
expenses, was $15,562 28. An itemized statement of this account, 
marked A, accompanies this report. 

STATE AID FUND. 

The amount in the treasury belonging to this fund on June 

80, 1871, was $8,521 49 

From which has been expended: 

For balance of repairs on President's house $754 11 

To complete new fence ; 559 27 

To complete steam heating apparatus in Law Build- 
ing and Library - 677 86 

1,791 24 

Balance $1,780 25 

RESERYB FUKD. 

This fund is a part of the money received for lands sold in Detroit, 
and is invested as follows : 

In Michigan 7 per cent bonds $7,000 00 

Li East Saginaw lOs 6,500 00 

In AnnArbor73 8,200 00 

In Manchester 10s 1,500 00 

In*Midland City 10s 1,000 00 

Cash 60 06 

Total $19,260 00 

The Board have adopted the policy of appropriatiDg tbe 
most of the income of this fand to the use of the Librarien^ 
adding a small amount annually to the principal, until it 
amounts to $22^000, that being the sum for which the prop- 
erty in Detroit was sold. 

The receipts for the year ending June 30, 1873, we estimaia 

as follows : 

Balance on hand July 1, 1872 $19,400 81 

From the State, for interest on University Fund 88,000 Oil 

Annoal State Aid 15.000 00 
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Students* fees and diplomas $21,000 00 

Rents 250 00 

Interest on Treasurer's account 500 00 

$94,150 21 

ESTIMATBD DI8BUBSBHBNTS. 

For salaries due June 30, 1878 $14,828 83 

For salaries of the first three quarters of the cur- 
rent year 60,038 00 

For Annual Catalogue , 1,500 00 

For insurance 1 1,800 00 

For fuel and lights 4,000 00 

For libraries 2,500 00 

For alterations and repairs 1,500 00 

For Regents* expenses 500 00 

For improvement of grounds 400 00 

For other expenses 4,000 00 

For salaries for the last quarter of the current 

year, due and payable June 80, 1873 16,000 00 

$107,066 83 

Deficit $12,916 62 

By reference to the report of the Finance Committee made 
to the Board one year since, it will be observed that our pres- 
ent financial condition was predicted, but it has been impossi- 
ble to reduce our expenses in any way without seriously 
impairing the eflBciency and usefulness of the University. It has 
been deemed the best policy to keep pace with the demands of 
the times in all matters pertaining to the best interests of the 
University and the cause of education in the State, trusting 
to the Legislature to afford the necessary aid. It will be the 
duty of the Board to present the claims of the University for 
the consideration of the Legislature at an early day of the next 
session. 

It will be necessary to provide for the deficit of $13,000 in 
the revenues of the current year, and for a gradual increase of 
the income of the University. 

The annual report of ex-Treasurer Mclntyre and his Touch- 
25 
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ers haye been received^ examined, found correot, and are here- 
with returned to be placed on file. 

The accounts and vouchers of the steward have been exam- 
ined and found correct. 

The accounts and vouchers for receipts and expenditures in 
the Laboratory have been examined by the Steward and 
reported correct. 

The expenses of the Hospital have been considerably reduced, 
and a gratifying improvement in its general management 
is apparent It promises to be a valuable auxiliary to the oourse 
of study in the Medical Department. 

THOS. D. GILBERT, Chairman. 
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EEPOET OF VISITORS. 



Hon. Oramel Hosfordy Superintendent of Public Instruction : 

Your Board of Visitors to the University would respectfully 
report that in view of the full reports of the Regents, and of 
Dr. Angell, the President of the University, there is little left 
to be said by us. 

The general management of the University meets our cor- 
dial approval. Its defects result more from a want of means 
than from either the lack of ability or eflSciency on the part 
of its managers. The State, as the trustee of the liberality of 
the General Government, established the University, and, in 
its broadest sense, it belongs to the State. Its future capacity 
for usefulness must depend mainly upon the interest taken in 
its welfare by the citizens of the State. No selfish policy 
should be tolerated, either by the State or the people. Every 
citizen has a direct and positive interest in its prosperity, and 
its management should be such as to inspire confidence in the 
people, and constantly cement more and more closely the 
bonds which connect the masses with it. 

To this end, we are glad to notice that a union between the 
High Schools of the State is being gradually formed with the 
University. This is a move in the right direction. If faith- 
fully carried out, the influence cannot but be salutary, both 
upon the people and the University. It will bring both into 
closer relations, and the benefits to each will be incalculable. 
Those wh9 patronize and attend the various High Schools 
throughout the State will feel, sooner or later, that they have 
a positive interest in that higher education acquired only it 
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the University; and the inflaence of this reciprocity will be 
felt in the High Schools, in elevating scholarship, and bring- 
ing the people into more intimate relations with oar school 
system. 

The effect of snch a coarse mast tend to create a thirst. for 
knowledge among the masses, and to fill oar primary and 
higher schools with earnest workers. It is to be regretted, 
however, that some school boards object to the teaching, in 
the High Schools, many of the branches necessary to an 
admission into the University. It is to be hoped that this 
narrow policy will defeat itself. If it is based on a want of 
statnte anthority, the law shoald be forthwith amended, and 
the means of acquiring a higher education than is now fur- 
nished in our lower grades of schools, should be tolerated by 
positive enactment. 

We also note with pleasure that the standard of admission 
to the literary department of the University is being gradually 
raised. A thorough preparatory preparation on the part of 
the student can alone secure his success; without it, his course 
will be one of doubt and uncertainty. While there are mani- 
fest signs of progress in the literary department, we are not 
quite so certain that the same is true of the other depart- 
ments. The applicant for admission into the medical depart- 
ment is required to have some knowledge of the English lan- 
guage and its literature, with the art of composition ; and to 
possess a^air knowledge of the natural sciences, and a smat- 
tering of the Latin language. But we look through the 
catalogue in vain for the requirements of any preliminary 
qualification to enter the law department. If the Applicant 
presents the evidence of a good moral character, and is eighteen 
years of age, that is sufficient. 

We think that in neither of these departments should .ft 
student be admitted who has not a good academic education — 
such an education as is prescribed for, and which can be 
acquired in our better High Schools. 
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Mere nnmbers may be a defect rather than an advantage^ 
The world at large will come to judge our Uaiversity not so 
much for its quantity as its quality. Neither of the depart- 
ments, in our judgment, is the proper place to learn either the 
fundamental rules of arithmetic, or the science of English 
grammar. Aud yet, in one of the departments, if age and 
character do not disqualify, the applicant need not despair, no 
matter how ignorant he may be in all the branches taught in 
our primary schools. This should not be. A diploma from 
either department should be some evidence to the world that 
the graduate has some knowledge of the branches taught in 
the course pursued by him. This cannot well be expected 
when no educational standard is prescribed as a pre-requisite 
for admission. No argument is needed to show that in the 
end, with such a policy, the University must suffer in the good 
opinion and esteem of the truly educated of all classes and 
professions. A high standard for admission might temporarily 
decrease the number of applicants, but in the end it would 
result in a great benefit to the University and the State. 

In our opinion there should be established at Ann Arbor, 
near the University, a general hospital, as a means of furnish- 
ing clinical instruction to the medical classes. The medical 
department will not be complete without sucjh an institution. 
The student now spends his time with text-books and lectures, 
and is left to apply his knowledge to practice after gradua- 
tion, and when mistakes may prove troublesome, if not fatal 
to both doctor and patient. Most other institutions of the 
kind have in close proximity a general hospital, where the 
student can become conversant with the various forms of 
disease, and with the advice and assistance of a corps of skilled 
professors to aid him in applying the knowledge gleaned from 
books and lectures. 

There are many persons in our county poor-houses, and in 
our larger cities, charges upon the counties or the State, who 
might be greatly benefited, and, in many cases, cured in such 
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a hospital, and at the same time materially aid the medical 
student in preparing himself for the practical duties of his 
profession. Such an institution would invite not alone the 
poorer, but would be the resort of the richer classes, so that 
when once flEtirly established it would be selfnsustaining. Our 
railroad facilities are such that Ann Arbor is as easy of access 
as any other city in the State. 

The need of such an institution must be apparent, and we 
earnestly hope that the next Legislature will feel its necessity 
and make a liberal appropriation for the erection of a suitable 
building. 

If the University shall maintain its present proud position 
it must receive the fostering care of the State. It wants more 
room; it needs a more liberal policy towards its professors. 
It must have the best apparatus and the most skilled instruc- 
tors, and all this requires money. The growth of the Uni- 
versity should compare with the growth of the State, and the 
State should see to it that her sons and daughters may have 
within her own borders the means of acquiring a finished and 
complete education. 

In our judgment, the Legislature will respond to any and 
every reasonable demand, and will do its part in making the 
University not only the pride of the State, but an ornament 
to the world. 

DWIGHT MAY, 
E. P. CHRISTIAN, 

J. H. Mccarty, 

Board of Visitors to the University of Michigan. 
July 22, 1872. 
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REPORT OF PRINCIPAL. 



Hon. 0. Hosfordy Superintendent of Public Instruction and 
Secretary of the Board of Education : 

Sib — I respectfully submit through you to the Hoaorable 
Board of Education the following report of the State Normal 
School, for the year ending June 20th, 1872, embracing the 
38th and 39th terms of the school's existence. 

It has been our earnest aim during the past year, to make 
the professional work the leading characteristic of the school. 
In addition to the special instruction given by the Professor of 
Elementary Teaching, and that by myself, in the application 
of the principles of psychology to the science of teaching, each 
class has been conducted with particular reference to the best 
methods of teaching the branches pursued in the class. So 
that the subject matter taught has been made the means 
of illustrating the best modes of teachinglt. We have sought 
to keep before the minds of our pupils at each recitation, and 
in the preparation of every lesson, the fact that they are pre- 
paring to become the teachers of children and youth. Thus 
the year has been one of study and constant advancement, in 
all the departments of the school, in an earnest, professional 
spirit. 

ATTEKDANCB. 

The whole number in attendance in the Normal Depart- 
ment during the year has been two hundred and ninety-six 
(296), one hundred and twenty of whom were gentlemen, and- 
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one hnndred and seyenty-siz were ladies. Eighty-fonr pnpils 
availed themselves of the privilege of free tuition granted by 
the Board of Education, by securing appointments from Rep- 
resentatives to the Legislature. Pupils from thirty-four differ- 
ent counties have thus i*eceived free instruction in the schooL 
All students received into this department have signed in 
good faith a declaration of intention to teach in the public 
schools of the State. 

GRADUATES. 

Forty-seven young ladies and gentlemen graduated from the 
various courses of study, at the close of the year, as follows: 

From the Classical course (four years) 12 

From the Modern Language course (four years) 10 

From the Full English course(three years) 12 

From the English Common School course (two years). .- J 19 

Several who graduated from the shorter course have pur- 
sued some of the advanced studies, and intend, after teaching 
a year or two, to return and complete one of the longer 
courses. 

A good degree of public confidence in the success of the 
Normal School has been shown in the very large demand 
there has been for graduates and undergraduates to engage in 
teaching in different parts of the State. The demand has 
been much larger than we could possibly supply. Our grada- 
ates have had no difficulty in securing good situations. Four 
of them are receiving twelve hundred dollars each, for their 
first year's services; one receives two thousand; one, eleven 
hundred ; five, one thousand each ; one, nine hundred ; and 
several receive each eight hundred dollars. 

Fourteen of the young gentlemen have taken charge of 
Union graded schools, and several of the young ladies have 
become preceptresses and assistant teachers in High Schools. 
Many former graduates also are in charge of Union Schools in 
the State, in which are employed from five to fifteen subor- 
dinate teachers, and are doing most excellent work ; notwith- 
itanding the statement made by a superintendent of one of 
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our schools, that but a single teacher was at the head of any 
important school, and he an alumnus of the University. A 
graduate of the class of '65, after having taught with great 
success for several years in this State, and having been in 
charge of two important Union Schools, has recently been 
appointed to the Chair of Mathematics in the Normal School 
in Emporia, Kansas. Another is Superintendent of the Pub- 
lic Schools in Alton, Illinois ; another is Superintendent of 
the Public Schools in Erie, Pennsylvania. Large numbers of 
undergraduates are doing good service all over the State, of 
whom we hear excellent reports. Measures have been taken 
to secure from County Superintendents and Principals of 
Union Schools reports of the success of our students in the 
diflferent localities where they have taught and are teaching. 
From the character of the reports already received, I judge we 
shall be able to present an array of facts that will put to 
silence all the carping of jealous and narrow-minded critics. 
More than one hundred and fifty of the pupils in attendance 
last year, including graduates, are teaching the present year. 

Our course of study has been so much increased in the 
department of ancient languages that those who complete it 
will be qualified to take charge of our Ijtrger Union and High 
Schools, and do the work successfully of preparing students 
for college. There has hitherto been a deficiency in the 
amount required in this department, that has proved a hind- 
rance to our graduates securing the higher positions in our 
preparatory schools, but which is remedied by this change. 

OUB WANTS. 

The Laboratory is quite meagerly furnished with apparatus 
for illustrating the branches of natural science, now made 
quite prominent in our curriculum of study. No important 
additions have been made for several years past. Five hundred 
dollars expense in this department would add largely to the 
interest with which branches of Chemistry and Natural 
Philosophy would be pursued. 

26 
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The Library is quite inadequate to the wants of the school. 
It contains only about one thousand two hundred volumes. 
Several subjects are taught in such a way as to require the use 
of the best books of reference for teachers and pupils. We 
are greatly lacking in the best standard works of literature, 
science^ and art. Five or six hundred dollars judiciously 
expended, would meet a very pressing necessity. 

There has been a large increase of pupils the present year 
over those in attendance last year at the same time. The 
number already enrolled exceeds the entire enrollment of the 
past year. The indications are that we shall need an assistant 
teacher the next term. There are at present in both depart* 
ments about four hundred pupils. Eleven teachers are doing 
the entire work. Some of the classes are extremely large, 
numbering from sixty to one hundred. No teacher can give 
the individual attention to each papil that the highest good of 
all demands. A good lady teacher could be employed for 
eight or nine hundred dollars, who could render the assistance 
needed. I am happy to report that the school is in a most 
prosperous condition. 

SCHOOL OF OBSERVATION AKD PRACTICE. 

During the first term of the year a High School grade was 
organized in this department, into which all students suffi- 
ciently advanced were admitted, who did not intend to become 
teachers. The public schools of the city abandoned their 
High School, and made an arrangement by which the pupils 
of that grade were taught in the school of Observation and 
Practice, for which they paid the same tuition as students 
from abroad. An arrangement was also made with the Board 
of Education of the city schools, by which certain depart- 
ments of those schools were used for purposes of observation 
and practice teaching. Though this arrangement worked 
quite satisfactorily, the distance of the schools apart rendered 
it quite inconvenilnt. It was abandoned at the close. 
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NORMAL COURSES OP STUDY. 



ENGLISH COMMON SCHOOL COURSE-Two Yeabs. 

FIRST YEAR. 



WiNTXB Tbbm>-84 Webxb. 

1. Arithmetic. 

S. Geography. 

8. English Grammar. 

4. Drawing, Writing, and Book-EeepiDg. 


SUXMEB TSRM->16 WbXKS. 

1. PhyBiology. 

2. Cr. S. History. 

8. English Analysis. 

4. Reading and Vocal Music. 





SECOND YEAR. 



1. Elementary Algebra. 

2. Natural Philosophy. 
8. Professional Instraction, including, 

1st, Elements of Psychology; 2d, 

General Principles of Elementary 

Teaching; 8d, General Methods 

and Practice Teaching. 
4. Vocal Music, half term. 
Physical exercises, and exercises in Speaking, Composition, etc. 



1. Analysis of Arithmetic. 

2. Botany. 
8. Professional Instruction, including, 

1st, Special Methods; 2d, School 
Oiganization, Government, Disci- 
pline, etc. ; 8d, Practice Teaching. 
4. Vocal Music, half term. 



FULL ENGLISH COURSE— Three Years. 



FIRST YEAR. 



Winter Txbm— 24 Wbbks. 




SuMMBB Term— 16 Wbbks. 


1. Elementary Algebra. 


1. 


Analysis of Arithmetic. 


S. Natural Philosophy. 


2. 


Botany. 


8. Professional Instruction, including. 


8. 


Professional Instruction, including. 


Ist, Elements of Psycholop^y; 2d, 




1st, Special Methods; 2d, School 


General Principles of Elementary 




Organization, Government, Disci- 


Teaching; 8d, General Methods 




pline, etc. ; 8d, Practice Teaching. 


and Practice Taaching. 


4. 


Vocal Music, half term. 


4. Vocal Mnaic, half term. 
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SECOND YEAR. 



WOITBB TKBX— 24 WfiULS. 

1. Geometry. 

9. Physical Geography and Zoology. 

8. Rhetoric. 

4. Nataral History (Lectaree). 


SuiufXB TsBH— 16 Wxixa. 

1. Geometry. 

2. Zoology and Geology. 
8. Science of Government. 

4. English Literature (Lectares). 



THIRD YEAR. 



1. Higher Algebra. 

2. Psychology. 
8. Chemistry. 

4. Professional Instruction, including, 
let. History of Education ; 2d, Gen- 
eral Principles of School Govern- 
ment. Discipline, Organization, and 
Classification: 8d, Practice Teach- 
ing. 

6. Philosophy of History (Lectures). 



1. Trigonometry and Applied Mathemat- 

ics. 

2. Psychology, applied. 
8. Moral Science. 

4. Professional lostmction, indndiiig, 
1st, School Laws and Systems, la 
general and of Michigan ; 2d, ReU- 
tions of Teachers to parents, popilf, 
society, and each other ; 8d, Practlee 
Teaching. 



Exercises in Reading, Speaking, Composition, etc., throughout the course. 



CLASSICAL COURSE— Four Tears. 



FIRST YEAR. 





WrNTEB Tebk~24 Weeks. 




SiTMiixB Tbbx— 16 Weeks. 


1. 


Elementary Algebra. 


1. 


Analysis of Arithmetic. 


2. 


Natural Philosophy. 


2. 


Botany. 


8. 


Latin— HarkncsB* First Latin Book 


8. 


Latin,— Harkness' First Latin Book 




to page 114. 




completed; Selections from Latin 


4. 


Professional studies the same as in 




Reader. 




corresponding term of Full English 


4, 


Professional studies the same a* in 




Conrse. 




corresponding term of Full English 
Course. 



SECOND YEAR. 



1. Geometry. 


1. Geometry. 


2. Physical Geography and Zoology. 


2. Zoology and Geology. 


8. Rhetoric (Lectures). 


8. English Literature (Lectures). 


4. Latin,— Selections fkvm Lat. Reader, 


4. Latin, -Second and Third Books of 


First Book Csesar's Commentaries 


Csetiar^s Commentaries, Hark. lotio- 


on the Gallic War. 


dnction Lat Composition, pp.6fr-10i. 
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THIBD YEAR. 



WiMTBB Term— 24 Wbbks. 

1. Higher Algebra. 

fi. Chemistry. 

8. Latin,— Foarth Book Cfesar^a Com- 
mentariet, Three of Cicerone Ora- 
tions, Lat. Comp., pages 102-128. 

4. Greelc,— Boisc^s First Lessons in 
Greek, to paragraph 46. 



SuMMEB Tjebm— 16 Wbbks. 

1. Trigonometry and Applied Mathemat> 

ics. 

2. Science of Government. 

8. Latin,— Three of Cicero's Orations, 
Latin P. Comp., 128-166. 

4. Greek,— Boise's First Lessons com- 
pleted ; two Chapters of First Boolk 
of the Anabasis. 



FOURTH YEAR. 



1. Latin,— First Three Books of Virgil's 


1. 


Latin,— Fonrtb, Fifth, and Sixth books 


^neid. Prosody. 




of Virgil ; Mythology. Anc't History 


S. Psychology. 




and Geog. ; Lectures on Methods. 


8. Greek,— First Book of Boise's " First 


2. 


Psychology, applied. 


Three Books of the Anabasis," Ar- 


8. 


Greek,— Boise's First Three Books of 


nold's Greek Prose Composition 




Anabasis finished, Arnold's Greek 


began. 




Prose finished; Lectures on Methods. 


4. Professional Instrnction the same as 


4. 


Professional Instruction the same as 


flrst term of last year of the Full 




last term of the last year of Full 


English Course. 




English Course. 



COURSE IN MODERN LANGUAGES— Four Years. 



FIRST YEAR. 



Wintbb Tbrm— 24 Wbbks. 




SuMKBR Tbbv— 16 Wbbks. 


1. Elementary Algebra. 


1. 


Analysis of Arithmetic. 


9^ Natural Philosophy. 


2. 


Botany. 


8. Latin,— Harkness' First Latin Book 


8. 


Latin,— Hark. First Latin Book, com- 


to page 114. 




pleted : Selections fh>m Lat Reader. 


4. Professional studies the same as in 


4. 


Professional Studies the same as in 


corresponding term of Full English 




corresponding term of Full English 


Course. 




Course. 



SECOND YEAR. 



1. Geometry. 


1. Geometry. 


t. Physical Geography and Zoology. 


2. Zoology and Geology. 


8. German. 


8. Science of Government. 




4. German. 
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THIBD YEAR. 



WlHTEB TeBM— 9i WBSKS. 

1. Higher Algebra. 
9. German. 
9. French. 
4. Chemistrj. 



SmcMBB Tbbv— 16 Wbbks. 

1. Trigonometry and Applied 

iC8. 

2. G^ermaD. 
8. French. 



FOURTH YEAR. 



1. German. 


1. German. 


9. French. 


9. French. 


8. Psychology. 


8. Psychology, applied. 


4. Professional Instruction same as first 


4. Professional Instruction same as laet 


term of last year of Fall English 


term of last year of Full Bnglidi 


Course. 


Course. 



SCHOOL OP OBSERVATION AND PEAOTIOE. 



ACADEMIC DEPARTMEirr. 



ENGLISH COURSE— Three Years. 

FIRST YEAR. 



WnrrsB Tebx— 24 T^ssks. 

1. Algebra. 

9. Natural Philosophy. 

3. English Language and History. 



SUMMBB TBBH— 16 WbIKS. 

1. Algebra and Arithmetic. 

2. Botany. 

8. Physiology. 



SECOND YEAR. 



1. Qeometry. 

8. Rhetoric. 

8. Nat History and Physical Geography. 



1. Geometry. 

9. English Literature. 

8. Science of Government (Leetare^. 



THIRD YEAR. 



1. Higher Algebra. 
8. Mental Philosophy. 
8. Chemistry. 



1. Trigonometry and Applied MathwMl 

iC8. 

2. Moral Science (Lectures). 
8. Geology. 
4. Astronomy. 

Exercises in Reading, Vocal Music, Speaking and Composition throiis^ioiit Ike 
entire Course. 



STATE KOBMAL SCHOOL. 



807 



COURSE IN LANGUAGES— FoTJB Ybak8. 



FIRST YEAR. 



Winter Trrm— 24 Weeks. 

1. Algebra. 

2. Natnral Philosophy. 
8. Latin. 


SuxMBB Tebm— 16 Weeks. 

1. Algebra and Arithmetic. 

2. Botany. 
8. Latin. 



SECOND YEAR. 



1. Qeometry. 

2. Rhetoric. 

8. Latin or French. 

4. Natnral History (Lectures). 



1. Geometry. 

2. English Literatnre. 

8. Science of Government (Lectures). 
4. Latin or French. 



THIRD YEAR. 



1. Latin or French. 


1. Latin or French. 


9. Greek or German. 


2. Greek or German. 


8. Higher Algebra. 


8. Astronomy. 



FOURTH YEAR. 



1. Latin or Mental Philosophy. 


1. Latin or Moral Philosophy. 


9. Greek or German. 


2. Greek or German. 


8. English stndies reviewed. 


8. English stndies reviewed. 



Exercises in Reading, Vocal Music, Speaking, and Composition, thronghont the 
Course. 



TERMS OF ADMISSION. 

Papils are not receiyed for less than an entire term ; and, 
excepting graduates of the Model School, must^ if ladies, be 
not less than sixteen (16), and if gentlemen, not less than 
eighteen (18) years of age. The Principal, at his discretion, 
may admit pupils at an earlier ago, upon evidence given of 
maturity or advancement in study. 

All pupils must sign, in good faith, a declaration of inten- 
tion to teach in the schools of the State, and if unknown to 
the faculty, must present testimonials of good moral charac- 
ter before they can become members of any of the Normal 
Glasses. 
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FOBK OF DECLABATION. 

** We, the inbscrihen, hereby declare that it is onr intention to devote onnelvet to 
the bosiness of teaching in the schools of the State, and that onr object in resorting 
to the Normal School, is the better to prepare onrselves for the discharge of this 
important duty/* 

Pupils^ before they can enter the English Common School 
Oourse, must possess a good common school knowledge of 
Arithmetic — intellectual and written — English Grammar, 
Local Geography, Reading, and Writing. 

Pupils, before they can enter either of the other Oourses, 
must pass a satisfactory examination in all the studies of the 
first year of the English Common School Course, in addition 
to the branches above named. 

All candidates for ad?anced standing must pass a satisfac- 
tory examination in all the studies that have been pursued by 
the class they desire to join. 

By the law establishing the Normal School, the Board mnst 
reject every candidate who, in their opinion, " will not make 
an apt and good teacher.'* 

LITERAEY SOCIETIES. 

These are the Normal Lyceum, organized early in the 
history of the school, and the Lidependent Lyceum, which 
has been formed during the present year. 

The objects of these societies are practice in extemporane- 
ous speaking, and the acquirement of familiarity with the 
rules and usages of deliberative bodies. These associations, 
moreover, contribute largely to the general literary and social 
culture of all their members. Exhibitions and lectures are 
given from time to time, in deviation from the customary 
order of the regular meetings. 

Beside the lyceums, there is a very useful and prosperous 
society called the Normal Zealots, whose object is to encour- 
age the efforts of younger and less practiced speakers. This 
society also has its lectures and other public occasions. 

Finally, a society called the Pleiades, organized and sus- 
tained by the ladies, occupies a prominent place among thoae 
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privileges of the school to which we are now referring. Its 
object, as stated in the constitution, is '^ the improvement of 
its members in literary composition, in an understanding of 
parliamentary rales and usages, and in a knowledge of the 
literature of the day/' The last clause introduces, among the 
exercises, reviews of various literary productions, varied by 
essays, readings, orations, and discussions. 

J. ESTABROOK, 

Principal 

27 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 



THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION IN ACCOUNT WITH B W. HEMPHILL, 

TBBABURER. 

By Whom Drtwn. 

Prof. Bellows, salary 

Prof. Bengel, salary 

Prof. McLouth, salary. 

Prof. Darrow, salary 

Prof. Pease, salary 

MissHoppin, salary 

Miss Rice, salary 

Miss Rorison, salary 

Miss Webb, do 

Frank Smith, sundries 

Henderson & Glover, goods 

Isaac Crane, sheepskins .._ 

Parsons Bros., lumber 

Prof. Putnam, expenses , 

Hon. D. E. Brown, services, expenses 

Hon, E. Willetts, services, expenses. 

Hon. 0. Hosford, services, expenses. 

Ypsilanti Gas Co., gas 

W. C. Hill, services in teaching 

Prof. Estabrook, salary, expenses 

G. S. Capwell, services in grading Normal 

School grounds 

C. R. Pattison, printing 

W. C. HUl, services in teaching 

Prof. Estabrook, salary^ 

Prof. Putnam, salary 

Prof. Bellows, salary 

Prof, Bengel, salary 

Prof. McLouth, salary 

Prof. Darrow, salary-.. 

Prof. Pease, salary 

Miss Hoppin, salary 

Miss Rice, salary... 



1871. 


Ko. of 
Order. 


Jane 29. 


283, 


tt 


29. 


234, 


it 


29. 


235, 


(t 


29. 


236, 


i( 


29. 


237, 


tt 


29. 


238, 


tt 


29. 


239, 


tt 


29. 


240, 


tt 


29. 


241, 


tt 


29. 


242, 


tt 


29. 


243, 


»t 


29. 


244, 


It 


29. 


245, 


tt 


29. 


246, 


tt 


29. 


247, 


tt 


29. 


248, 


tc 


29. 


249, 


ft 


29. 


250. 


tt 


29. 


251, 


t( 


29. 


252, 


tt 


29. 


253, 


tt 


29. 


254, 


tt 


29. 


255, 


Oct. 


2. 


256, 


«t 


2. 


257, 


tt 


2. 


258, 


tt 


2. 


259, 


tt 


2. 


260, 


tt 


2. 


261, 


ft 


2. 


262, 


tt 


2. 


263, 


tt 


2. 


264, 



Amount 


$1,000 00 


1,000 00 


1,000 00 


1,000 00 


1,000 00 


600 00 


450 00 


850 00 


270 00 


21 68 


450 


3 50 


4 67 


41 08 


86 25 


25 25 


40 00 


29 47 


25 00 


400 00 


92 50 


155 50 


25 00 


210 00 


190 00 


166 00 


166 00 


166 00 


166 00 


166 00 


84 00 


75 00 



i«n. 


Oct. 


2. 


(t 


16. 


Kov, 


1. 


(4 


2. 


«( 


3. 


it 


3. 


t( 


8. 


{( 


3. 


i< 


3. 


ii 


3. 


«( 


3, 


«( 


8. 


(( 


3. 


<c 


22. 


Dec 




<c 




t( 




({ 




4C 




ti 




(( 




(( 




iC 




4< 




t< 




i( 




{( 




i( 




•<( 




4t 




4< 




<( 


7. 


ii 


7. 


4( 


7. 


<< 


7. 


i( 


6. 


<( 


7. 


4C 


7. 


i( 


29. 


«< 


29. 


** 


29. 
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oSe? ^^ Whom Drawn. Amount 

265, Prof. Vroman, salary. $125 00 

1, E. Hosford, furnaces, etc. 2,400 00 

2, Prof . Putnam, salary * 225 00 

3, Prof. Putnam, (balance September) salary .. 85 00 

4, Prof. Estabrook, salary 290 00 

5, Prof. Bellows, salary 234 00 

6, Prof. McLouth, salary. 234 00 

7, Prof. Pease, salary 234 00 

8, Prof. Darrow, salary 234 00 

9, Prof . Bengel, salary 234 00 

10, Prof. Vroman, salary 175 00 

11, Miss Hoppin, salary 116 00 

12, Miss Rice, salary 105 00 

13, Hon. 0. Hosford, services, expenses 15 00 

14, Prof. Estabrook, salary 250 00* 

15, Prof. Bellows, salary 200 00 

16, Prof. McLouth, salary. 200 00 

17, Prof . Pease, salary 200 00 

18, Prof. Darrow, salary 200 00 

19, Prof. Bengel, salary 200 00 

20, Prof. Putnam, salary 225 00 

21, Prof. Vroman, salary 150 00 

22, Miss Hoppin, salary 100 00 

23, Miss Rice, salary 90 00 

24, Hon. D. E. Brown, services, expenses 26 35 

25, G. S.Capwell, labor on N. School grounds.. 44 50 

26, Advertiser and Tribune Co. , Printing 27 00 

27, Detroit Free Press Co., printing- 19 50 

28, Detroit Daily Post Co., printing 14 37 

29, Lansing State Republican , printing. 3 50 

30, Grand Rapids Eagle, printing. 9 00 

31, Jackson Daily Citizen, printing 12 00 

32, Hon. E. Willits, services, expenses 17 50 

33, Hon. O. Hosford, services, expenses 19 50 

34, Frank Smith, store account 18 74 

35, Frank Smith, Laboratory account 944 

36, Normal Imp. Fund, Normal Improvement. 4,738 21 

37, H. C. Camp, store account 237 47 

88, Prof. Estabrook, salary 250 00 

39, Prof . Putnam, salary 225 00 

40, Prof. Bellows, salary 200 00 
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1871. 


No. of 
Order. 


Dec. 29. 


41. 


" 29. 


43, 


" 29, 


43, 


•• 29. 


44, 


" 29. 


45, 


*• 29. 


46, 


** 29. 


47, 


1872. 




Jan. 81. 


48, 


** 81. 


49, 


** 81. 


60, 


" 81. 


51, 


" 81. 


63, 


*• 81. 


53, 


" 81. 


54, 


" 81. 


5«. 


'* 81. 


56, 


•* 81. 


57, 


Feb. 29. 


58, 


" 29. 


59, 


•• 29. 


60, 


" 29. 


61, 


" 29. 


63, 


" 29. 


63, 


*• 29. 


64, 


" 29. 


65, 


** 29. 


66, 


" 29. 


67, 


Mar. 13. 


68, 


** 13. 


69, 


" 13. 


70, 


" 13, 


71, 


** 29. 


73, 


" 29. 


73, 


" 29. 


74, 


•« 29. 


75, 


" 29. 


76, 


** 29. 


77, 


" 29. 


78, 


** 29. 


79, 


" 29. 


80, 



By Whom Drawn. Amoat. 

Prof. McLouth, salary $200 00 

Prof. Pease, salary 200 00 

Prof. Darrow, salary 200 00 

Prof. Bengel, salary 200 00 

Prof. Vroman, salary 150 00 

Miss Hoppin, salary 100 00 

Miss Rice, salary 90 00 

Prof. Estabrook, salary 250 00 

Prof . Putnam, salary 225 00 

Prof . Bellows, salary 200 00 

Prof . McLouth, salary 200 00 

Prof. Pease, salary 200 00 

Prof. Darrow, salary 200 00 

Prof. Bengel, salary 200 00 

Prof . Vroman, salary 150 00 

Miss Hoppin, salary 100 00 

Miss Rice, salary 90 00 

Prof. Estabrook, salary 250 00 

Prof. Putnam, salaiy 225 00 

Prof Bellows, salary 200 00 

Prof. McLouth, salary. 200 00 

Prof. Pease,salary .• 200 00 

Prof. Bengel, salary 200 00 

Prof. Vroman, salary 150 00 

MissHoppin, salary. 100 00 

Miss Rice, salary 90 00 

Hon. D. E. Brown, services, expenses 18 15 

Hon. E. Willits, services, expenses. 18 60 

Prof. Estabrook, traveling exp. attending B'd 9 00 

Hon. D. E. Brown , services, expenses 2085 

Hon. O. Hosford, services, expenses 8850 

Prof. Estabrook, salary 250 00 

Prof . Putnam, salary 226 00 

Prof. Bellows, salary 200 00 

Prof. McLouth, salary 1 200 00 

Prof. Pease,salary 200 00 

Prof. Bengel, salary 200 00 

Prof. Vroman, salary 160 00 

Miss Hoppin, salary ■ .100 00 

Miss Rice, salary.--.-.------ :. 90 00 
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'1872. 


No. of 
Order. 


Apr. 29. 


81, 


" 29. 


82, 


" 29. 


88, 


•* 29. 


84, 


" 29. 


85, 


•* 29. 


86, 


•* 29. 


87, 


" 29. 


88, 


*' 29. 


89, 


May 81. 


90, 


** 81. 


91, 


" 81. 


92. 


** 81, 


93, 


" 81. 


94. 


•* 81. 


95, 


*• 81, 


96, 


•* 81. 


97. 


" 81, 


98, 


June 18. 


•Expc 



By Whom Drawn. 

Prof. Estabrook, salary 

Prof. Putnam, salary 

Prof . Bellows, salary 

Prof. McLouth, salary 

Prof. Pease, salary 

Prof. Bengel, salary 

Prof. Vroman, salary 

Miss Hoppin, salary 

Miss Rice, salary 

Prof, Estabrook, salary 

Prof. Patnam, salary 

Prof. Bellows, salary 

Prof. McLouth, salary 

Prof. Pease, salary 

Prof. Bengel, salary. 

Prof. Vroman, salary 

Miss Hoppin. salary 

Miss Rice, salary 

^Szpense account as per bill of items and vouchers 
for same 



Amoant 


$250 00 


225 00 


200 00 


200 00 


200 00 


200 00 


250 00 


100 00 


90 00 


250 00 


225 00 


200 00 


200 00 


200 00 


200 00 


200 00 


100 00 


90 00 


2,895 80 



$88,762 2iB 



One hundred and thirty-one vouchers surrendered. 
Ypsikmti, June 18th, 187S, 



THB STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION IN ACCOUNT WITH R. W. HEMPHILL, 

TREASURER. 

ISn. v^Siher. ®y Whom Drawn. Amount. 

Bee. 11. 1, A. H. Pierson, carpenter work, etc $65 00 

** 13. Insurance, Cutcheon & Allen 60 00 

" 18. Insurance, E. P. Uhl 13 99 

" 18. 2 , Chas. Hicks, work cleaning school 1 50 

** 18.' 8, Chas. Anderson, arranging seats, etc 1 50 

•• 15. 4. E. Moflford, janitor^s services 25 00 

" 20. 5. S. Warren, books for Normal Library. 88 65 

" 20. 6, P. B. Rose, Laboratory expenses 2 75 

*« 20. 7, M. Andrew Clark Wallace, 1 table 10 00 

•• 26. 8, Freight bill and Cartage 2 78 

** 27. 9, B. E. Williams, on account cord wood 800 00 
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Voocher. By Whom Drawn. Amount 

10, A. C . Clark, work on school building fS 80 

11, E. Mofford, janitor's seryices 27 50 

12, Parsons Bros,, lumber 5 75 

13, S. H. Dodge, cleaiiiDg clocks 2 25 

14, E. B. Smith & Co., books and stationery 14 10 

15, C. & G. Merriam, dictionaries 87 50 

16, E. Mofford, janitor's services 25 00 

17, L. McLouth, postage 195 

18, Ginn Bros., music charts 27 25 

19, Milton Bradley & Co. , bill of sundries 9 55 

20, B. E. Williams, balance of cord wood 504 25 

21, R. O. Hayton & Co., gas fittings, etc 16 47 

22, E. Moflfbrd, janitor's services 25 00 

23, W. Frazer, sawing wood 100 

24, L. McLouth, telegraphing 2 24 

25, Two freight bills and cartage 8 15 

26, E. Moflfbrd, janitor's services 25 00 

27, Prof . Warren, salary 175 00 

28, J. E. Putney, mason work "^ 5 81 

29, C. R. Pattison, printing and advertising 6 00 

30, E. Mofford, janitor's services 2800 

81, Mrs. Estabrook, salary 75 00 

82, Mr. Klsher, salary, teaching :.. 24 00 

33, Mr. Garlick, salary, teaching 6 00 

34, A. H. Pierson, carpenter work, etc 88 25 

35, E. MoflTord, janitor's services 26 00 

36, Anna M. Cutcheon, salary 70 00 

37, School Publishing Co. , advertising 15 00 

38, Mr. Warren, book for library 4 80 

39, E. Moflfbrd, janitor's services 2500 

40, Mrs. Estabrook, salary 60 00 

41, Insurance premium in Etna Insurance Co 60 00 

42, Insurance premium in Hartford Ins. Co 75 00 

48, Ins. premium in International Ins. Co 87 00 

44, J. Wertman & Co., repairs of sundries 1 75 

45, E. Mofford, janitor's services 25 00 

46, Prof . Warren, salary 150 00 

47, Miss Cutcheon, salary. 70 00 

48, F. K, Kexford, bill of goods. 184 46 

49, J. S. Davis, repairing piano 2 60 

50, Weeks & Lawrence, bill of goods. 188 



isn. 


Jan. 


8. 


u 


5. 


• « 


8. 


•« 


10. 


•« 


10. 


l< 


10. 


*• 


19. 


• < 


19. 


«• 


22. 


II 


24. 


<• 


29. 


Feb. 


. 2. 


•« 


2. 


•« 


5. 


•« 


9. 


t« 


12. 


•« 


21. 


«i 


23. 


Mar. 


4. 


•« 


4. 


4< 


11. 


•• 


15. 


<4 


18. 


• i 


20. 


• ( 


22. 


t( 


22. 


t« 


22. 


•• 


22. 


• < 


29. 


Apr. 


1. 


II 


a 


II 


8. 


II 


8. 


«i 


8. 


II 


17. 


11 


17. 


II 


17. 


II 


19. 


II 


22. 


II 


22. 


May 


8, 



STATE NOBMAL SCHOOL. 



215 



1372. 

" 8, 



8. 

8, 

15. 

16, 

17. 

17. 

17. 

20. 

20. 

31. 

Jime 5. 

** 10. 

*• 17. 



41 
• • 
*< 
II 
II 
II 
•I 
II 
«l 
II 



51, B. Mofford, janitor's services 

52, Miss Catcheon, salary 

58, Parsons Bros., Itimber 

54, R. C. Hayton, on ac't gas fixtures and work. 

55, Foster, Perkins & Co. , door springs 

56, L. McLouth, postage 

57, 8. Warren, Cyclopedia. 

58, B, Moffbrd, janitor's services 

59, O. E. Thomson, bill of goods 

60, Mrs. Estabrook, salary 

61, E. Moffbrd, janitor's services 

62, Miss Cutcheon, salary 

63, E. Moffbrd, janitor's services 

64, Mrs. Estabrook, salary 



Amoant 


25 00 


70 00 


4 52 


100 00 


1 50 


800 


480 


25 00 


14 85 


60 00 


25 00 


70 00 


20 00 


60 00 



$2,895 80 



Sixty-four vouchers surrendered. 
TpnlanH, June 18th, 1872, 



THB STATB BOABD OF EDUCATION IN ACCOUNT WITH B. W. HEMPHILL 



TREASURER. 
DEBIT. 



1872. 



June 17. To payments as per account rendered herewith $83,762 28 

•* 18. Balance to new account 897 18 



$34,659 46 



1871. 
June 16. 

" 30. 
July 19. 
Aug. 21. 
Sep. 29. 
Oct. 16. 
Nov. 6. 
Dec. 8. 

•* 13. 

•• 13. 



CREDIT. 

By balance last account $2,820 81 

" warrant Auditor General 5,000 00 

" 7 diplomas, Prof . Bellows 21 00 

" warrant Auditor General 2,000 00 

" *• " " 2,000 00 

" •• " " 4,000 00 

" " " " 2,000 00 

" ** " " 2,000 00 

" lumber per Prof . Estabrook 28 40 

" " " •* 22 00 



S16 
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1873. 


Jan. 16. B^ 


Mar. 


4. " 


Apr. 


6. " 


May 


8. *• 

* 


June 


5. " 


<c 


18. " 



By warrant Auditor General 4,000.00 

2,000 00 

2,000 00 

2,000 00 

2,000 00 



<< 



i i 



f { 



<f 



(( 



f( 



(i 



it 



i( 



(( 



ii 



{i 



tuition from June 16th, 1871, to June 18tb, 
1872, $1,579 75; tuition district No. 4, 
$700 00 ; tuition district No. 4, $488 00.... 2,772 70 



$84,650 46 



June 18. By balance brought down from old account $897 18 



rptUanH, June 18th, isrs. 



ALBION COLLEGE. 



EEPOET OP THE PEESIDENT. 



Hon. 0. Hosford, Superintendent of Public Instruction : 

The past collegiate year closed June 27th, 1872. There 
were present during the year : 

Eesident Graduate 1 

Seniors 7 

Juniors 7 

Sophomores 7 

Freshmen 12 

Collegiate 34 

In Preparatory Department 158 

In Painting Department. .- 11 

In Music Department 53 

256 
Counted twice 40 

Total 216' 

Ladies in College Classes 16 

Gentlemen in College Classes 18 

— 34 
Ladies in Preparatory Department 76 

Gentlemen in Preparatory Department 82 

— 158 
Ladies in Painting Department 8 

Gentlemen in Painting Department 3 

— 11. 

28 
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Ladies in Music Department 49 

Gentlemen in Music Department 4 

— 63 

The institution is under the patronage of the Michigan and 

Detroit Annual Conferences of the M. R Church. 

The following named persons constitute its corporation: 

ELECTED BY THE DETROIT CONFBBENCB. 

Hon. Henry Fish, Port Huron, term expires 1874 ; Eev. J* 
S. Smart, Eomeo, term expires 1874; David Preston, Esq., 
Detroit, term expires 1873; Eev. J. McEldowney, D.D., 
Detroit, term expires 1873 ; James W. Sheldon, Esq., Albion, 
term expires 1872 ; Eev. Seth Eeed, Eomeo, term expires 1872. 

ELECTED BY THE MICHIGAN COKFEBEKCE. 

Hon. Chas. E. Brown, Kalamazoo, term expires 1874 ; Bey* 
M. A. Daugherty, Albion, term expires 1874; William Allman, 
Esq., Sturgis, term expires 1873 ; Hon. Hampton Eich, Ionia, 
term expires 1873; Eev. Wm, H. Brockway, Albion, term 
expires 1872; Orlando C. Gale, Esq., Albion, term expires 
1872 ; President, Geo. B. Jocelyn, Albion, ez-officio. 

OFFIOEBS OF THE COBPOBATION. 

Jas. W. Sheldon, President; David Preston, First Vice 
President ; 0. C. Gale, Second Vice President ; John McEl* 
downey. Secretary ; M. A. Daugherty, Treasurer and Agent. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

Jas. W. Sheldon, M. A. Daugherty, David Preston, Geo, B. 
Jocelyn, J. McEldowney. 

ENDOWMENT FUND COMMITTEE. 

E. J. Connable, Jackson, term expires 1880 ; E. G. Merrick^ 
Esq., Detroit, term expires 1877 ; Hon. John Owen, Detroit^ 
term expires 1874. 

ALBION PBOVISIONAL BOABD OF CONTEOL* 

Eev. A. M. Fitch, Chairman; James W. Sheldon, Eaq.^ 
Secretary and Treasurer ; Martin Haven, Esq., Jacob Ander- 
son, Esq., Eev. Wm. H. Brockway, Orlando C. Gale, Esq. 
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The Board of Instruction was as follows: 

Eev. Geo. B. Jocelyn, D.D., President, and Professor of Moral 
and Intellectual Philosophy. 

Bev. W. H. Perrine, D.D., Professor of History, Belles-Let- 
tres and Art. 

Bev. Eugene Haanel, A.M., Professor of Natural Sciences. 

BeT. J. H. Hopkins, A.M., Professor of Latin Language and 
Literature. 

M. W. Darling, A.B., Professor of Greek Language and 
Literature. 

J. H. Fassett, A.B., Professor of Mathematics. 

Miss Bachel Carney,'*' M.S., Preceptress, and Professor of 
Modern Languages. 

Mrs. W. H. Perrine, D.D., Preceptress, and Professor of 
Modern Languages. 

Miss Juliet Bradbury, M.A.S., Teacher of Vocal and Instm* 
mental Music. 

Eugene Haanel, Secretary of the Faculty. 

M. W. Darling, Librarian. 

COURSES OF STUDY. 

The Classical Course of study is substantially that of the 
oldest and best colleges. The reasons must, indeed, be weighty 
that could justify a departure from it. It is extensiye, 
thorough, systematic. Experience has proved it to be every 
way adapted to make sound, practical, and accomplished 
scholars ; and by requiring a mental discipline which qualifies 
the student to be a close and vigorous thinker, it effectually 
secures the great end of education. 

This course requires four full years exclusive of the Pre- 
paratory Course, which demands from two to three years. 

The Scientific Course of study is so arranged as to meet a 
demand of the community, excluding the study of the Ancient 

"^Mist Carney reeiffned her position at the close of the second term, and Mrs. Per- 
rine was appointed Dy the Bxecative Committee to supply her place until the close of 
tiM Collegiate year. 
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Languagee, (except so mucli of Latin as is embraced in the 
Preparatory Course, and even that amount is excluded if 
desired, if an equivalent in English branches is given,) extend- 
ing the course in Modern Languages, and devoting more time 
to those branches believed, by many, to be especially adapted 
to practical life. While it is recommended in preference to 
any irregular course of study, it. is not advised when the 
student can pursue the Classical Course. It embraces four 
years of study, (exclusive of two or three years of the Prepa- 
ratory Course). 

The Faculty and Board of Trustees are fully persuaded, 
that, under proper disciphne, ladies and gentlemen should be 
admitted to the college on equal terms, pursue the same studies, 
and receive the same collegiate honors ; hence, they have no 
apologies to offer for not making what is usually termed a 
" Ladies' Course of Study." 

DEGREES. 

The degree of Bachelor of Arts is conferred upon those who 
eomplete the Classical Course of Study and pass a satisfactory 
examination on the same. 

The degree of Bachelor of Science is conferred upon those 
who complete the Scientific Course of Study and pass a satis- 
factory examination on the same. 

The degree of Master of Arts is conferred upon those 
Bachelors of Arts of at least three years' standing who may 
give evidence satisfactory to the Faculty of literary proficiency. 

The degree of Master of Science is conferred upon such 
Bachelors of Science of at least three years' standing as may 
exhibit satisfactory evidence of proficiency in general or special 
science. 

No student will be admitted as a candidate for a regular 
degree later than the fall term of the Senior Year. 

ART DEPARTMENT. 

The nucleus of an Art Qallery, consisting of Plaster Oasts, 
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Oil Paintings^ Ghromo-lithograph EngravingSy etc.> has been 
established, and placed under the charge of one of the Pro- 
fessors; thus affording increased facilities for those desiring to 
onltivate a knowledge of the Pine Arts. 

The course of instruction, in this department, will cover all 
the essential branches of elementary art, viz : Outline Draw- 
ing, Linear and Aerial Perspective, Oil Painting and Modeling. 

As mere pencil sketches have little or no intrinsic value 
aside from the fact that their production implies labor, time, 
and skin, the attention of the student is directed, from the 
first, only to those methods and principles which are essential 
to the highest and most valuable attainments in art. 

In sketching, the pen is preferred to all other instruments, 
as it secures greater clearness, precision, and expression of out- 
lines and in coloring, for equally weighty reasons, pigments in 
oil are alone selected. Their tints are not only beautiful, but 
imperishable. 

The object aimed at in this department is noj the produc- 
tion of a few " pretty pictures/' for the ornamentation of par- 
lors at home, — ^pictures too often expressive only of the skill of 
the teacher, — ^but the thorough cultivation of artistic tastes 
and the full development of artistic resources in the student 
himself. 

Especial attention is bestowed upon Landscape Painting, 
and Sketching from nature. 

In the Department op Music will be taught vocal music 
and music on the Piano and Melodeon. 

LECTUBES. 

The various subjects in the departments of Mental and Moral 
Philosophy, Political Economy, History, Natural Sciences, and 
the Languages are taught in part by lectures. 

BELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION. 

The exercises of each day begin with religious services in the 
College Chapel. 
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On Sunday morning all the students are required to attend 
public worship at such church as they or their parents or 
guardians may select, and each student is expected to be nut- 
form in his attendance at the church of his choice. At 3 P. M. 
of each Sunday^ a lecture upon some moral or religious theme 
is given by the President, or some other member of the fiEiculty, 
in the College Chapel. Attendance upon these lectures is also 
required. 

Prayer Meeting is held every Sunday, immediately after Col- 
lege Lecture, and every Thursday evening; and Class Meeting 
every Tuesday evening in one of the rooms of the College, to 
which all students are cordially and earnestly invited. 

SOCIETIES. 

There are five regular Societies connected with the Institu- 
tion. The Erosophian, (formed by a union of the Clever 
Fellows' and Clever Girls' Societies,) Eclectic, and AtheniiBdes 
Societies afford the usual opportunities for improvement in 
composition, and for exercise in forensic and parliamentary 
usages. The Missionary Society is organized for the promo- 
tion of religious enterprises. A Young Men's Christian Assfh 
ciation has been organized and is now in successful operation. 

The Trustees have set apart two suites of rooms made out of 
the former Chapel in the third story of the north building, for 
the exclusive use of the Literary Societies. To the Erosophians 
— composed of ladies and gentlemen — the south suite ; to the 
Eclectic and AthenidBdes Societies — sustaining the relation of 
brother and sister societies — the north suite. Each suite con- 
sists of a Society Hall 48 by21| feet, and 15i|^feet ceiling, and a 
Reception or Library Boom 21^ by 21^^ feet, 15^ feet ceiling. 
At much personal sacrifice on the part of the members, carpets^ 
chairs, tables, chandeliers, etc., — the furniture most needed^ — 
bave been procured. These rooms are unsurpassed by any 
similar rooms in the West. 
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FBEE LIBBABT AKD BEADIKG BOOH. 

The Library contains about 2,000 volumes. A Beading 
Boom, containing many of the first periodicals in the country, 
is fitted up in connection with the Library. Students have 
access at proper times to these rooms. 

APPABATUS AND MUSEUM. 

The Institution is furnished with apparatus for instruction 
in Chemistry, and classes in this department are taxed a small 
fee to cover the expense of the materials in experiments before 
them. It is hoped that arrangements will soon be made for the 
purchase of complete apparatus in this, as well as in the Depart- 
ment of Physics, so that these branches of experimental science 
may be taught in a thorough and successful manner. 

The foundations for a good working Museum have been 
laid, by the generous donations of Pro£ Alexander Winchell, 
Eev. L. C. York, Bev. J. H. Burnham, Prof. Newton Mitchell, 
Prof. J. H. Hopkins, Miss Clara Woolson (now Mrs. Prof. 
Darling), Bev. J. H. Peitzel, and Bev. E. H. Day. Four cases, 
comprising about 1,000 accurately labeled specimens, illustrat- 
ing Lithology, Mineralogy, PalsBontology, and Conchology, 
have thus far been placed at the service of the students in 
Geology. It is hoped that the Museum will soon satisfactorily 
fill the need of proper illustration in Geology and Mineralogy. 

EXAMINATIONS. 

Examinations of all the classes are held at the close of each 
term. These examinations (which are both oral and written) 
are thorough, rigid, and extended, the aim of the instructors 
being to test the knowledge and proficiency of the students in 
the studies which have been pursued in the several depart- 
ments during the term. The final examination of the Senior 
Class occurs four weeks before Commencement. 

All the examinations are open to the public. 

BKCITATIONS. 

students will not be allowed to have more nor less than 
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three daily recitatioDS without permission from the President. 
When the text admits of it^ the old catechetical method of 
instmction is avoided as mach as possible, and the student is 
required to give a connected view of the subject in his own 
language^ thus cultivating the powers of memory, thought, and 
discourse. 

QOVERITMENT. 

students^ as far as possible, are thrown upon their own 
good behavior — appeal being made to their own sense of 
justice and propriety, their principles of honor, their 
consciences, and the word of God. Fully persuaded that 
a pure- moral influence is essential to internal peace and 
prosperity, the officers and teachers will employ every rea- 
sonable effort to beget and preserve in all departments 
of the college a healthy state of moral feeling. The college 
has no monitors. Its laws are few, and such only as the inter- 
ests of the students and correct discipline demaud. Obedience 
to law and self-control are essential requisites of a proper edu- 
cation. If students are unwilling to yield obedience to neces- 
sary laws, or to make the requisite eflfort to govern themselves, 
their connection with the college must cease. 

EXPENSES, ETC. 

Tuition, (in the regular Preparatory and Collegiate 

studies) Jnree. 

Incidental fee, (for fuel for public and recitation rooms^ 

Janitor, etc.,) per term $5 00 

Matriculation fee, (paid once by all college students, 
and also by any students who may enter a College 

Class, whether they intend to graduate or not,).- 5 00 

Graduating fee 5 00 

Pee for Master's Degree, (in course,) - 5 00 

Pee for Honorary Degree - 10 00 

Music— On the Piano or Melodeon, per term 12 00 

Use of Instrument, per term .- 3 00 

Vocal Music in class, per term 3 00 

Vocal Music in private lessons, per term ^ 00 
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Fine Arts — Painting in OiJ, per term $10 00 

Drawing, per term 3 00 

(Students who are only in Painting or 
Drawing will be required to pay, in addi- 
tion to the above, $2 50, one-half the usual 
Incidental Fee.) 
Board, in College Hall, per week 2 50 

Booms, in Ladies' Hall, unfurnished, except with stove and 
bedstead, will be rented at fifty cents per week; furnished 
rooms at $1 00 per week for each student, payable at the 
beginning of each term. 

Fuel, lights, and washing at cost During the present year, 
washing and ironing has cost about 62|^ cents per dozen. 

All young ladies from abroad will be required to board and 
room in the College Hall,' except such special cases as may be 
excused by the Faculty. 

Gentlemen will be allowed to board in the Collesce Hall, but 
will be required to room elsewhere. 

Each furnished room will contain a stove, carpet, bedstead^ 
spring-bed, mattress and pillows, bureau, washstand, table, 
looking-glass, chairs, ewer and basin, etc., but boarders will be 
expected to furnish their own towels, pillow cases, sheets, and 
blankets, and other bed clothing. 

Each young lady must also be provided with a water-proof 
cloak, umbrella, and overshoes, so that, to those in health, the 
weather need not interfere with regular duties. 

Young gentlemen may also obtain board (including room) 
in private families, at from $3 00 to $4 50 per week, exclusive 
of lights, fuel, and washing. 

Many students make arrangements singly or in companies 
to board themselves. They hire a room suitably furnished, 
(or furnish it themselves,) purchase their own provisions, and 
employ some person or family in the neighborhood to perform 
Buch work as they can not conveniently do. By this means' 
the cost of boarding is reduced about one-half. 

29 
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LOOATIOK — HISTORY— DESIGK—PR0BPB0T8. 

Albion College is located in Albion, a thriving Tillage in tho 
central i>ortion of the PeniDSolar State. The situation is 
pleasant and healthfal. The facilities of communication are 
all that could be desired, the Michigan Central Railroad and 
the Lansing division of the Lake Shore and Michigan Sonthern 
Bailroad connecting it with all the principal routes of trayel. 
The spacious grounds of the College (about 15 acres) are beau- 
tiful by nature, and have been much improved. Steps, how- 
ever, are being taken to complete a procel^s of ornamentation, 
by which it is hoped they may be made among the most attract- 
ive college surroundings iu the West. 

In 1843 the Wesleyan Seminary was opened in Albion. A 
few years later its charter was so amended that it enjoyed 
the powers and immunities of a Female College. Feb- 
ruary 15th, 1861, the charter of that which had been Albion 
Female College and Wesleyan Seminary was amended, and 
Albion College was founded with full collegiate powers, admit- 
ting both ladies and gentlemen to equal privileges, equal duties 
tod equal honors. 

Under the amended charter it is not the design to assame 
the duties of a University ; but it is designed, by requiring 
students to prosecute thorough and systematic courses of study 
— such as are approved by the best educators in the country — 
to secure that mental discipline and development which alone 
are worthy the name of a collegiate education. 

FINANCES. 

The following exhibit shows the financial condition of the 
College at the close of the fiscal year, June 25, 1872 : 

ASSETS, — EXCLUSIVE OF ENDOWMENT FUND. 

The assets of the College, (exclusive of endowment 
fund,) consisting of the real estate, build- 
ings, furniture, fixtures, library, apparatus, 

etc., and bills receivable, amount to.. $76,486 AD 

^Less bills payable ;. 16,860 fiO 

Value of assets, (other than endowment fund,) above 

liabilities $69^67 81 
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ENDOWMENT FUND. 

1. In the hands of the endowment fand committee, 

funded, (John Owen, treasurer,) 141,533 00 

2. In the hands of David Preston, Detroit Confer- 

ence End. Pond Trustee — Centenary Notes 

—$5,803 60, (less 1640 00 worthless,) 5,163 60 

3. In the hands of M. A. Dangherty, Michigan 

Conference End. Fund Trustee — Centenary 
notes and real estate — 129,123 00, (less 
13,385 00, worthless,) 25,738 00 

4. In the hands of J. W. Sheldon, treasurer of the 

Albion local board of control, in cash, notes, 

bonds, mortgages, and subscriptions 25,000 00 

Total endowment fund $97,424 60 

It will be recollected that David Preston, Esq , of Detroit, 
pledged himself to raise from the people, within two years, 
$60,000 X)0, to be added to the endowment fund of the College, 
provided fifty persons or less would raise $50,000 for the same 
purpose. The last of the 50,000 was pledged September 15 th, 
1871, and a large portion of it is bearing interest. Mr. Pres- 
ton is perfecting his plans to meet his pledge, and he will pay 
to the endowment fund committee the $60,000 by September 
15, 1873. 

At the close of the College year June 27, 1872, the vacancies 
which had occurred in the Faculty were filled, jEind the Board 
of Instruction is: 

^ Eev. Geo. B. Jocelyn, D. D., President and Professor of 
Moral and Intellectual Philosophy. 

Eev. W. H. Perrine, D. D., Professor of History, Belles-Let- 
tres and Art 

Bev. J. H. Hopkins, A. M., Professor of Latin Language imd 
Literature. 

M. W. Darling, A. B., Professor of Greek Langni^ and 
Literature. 
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J. H. Fassettj A.B.^ Professor of Mathematics. 

Wm. M. Osband, A.M., Professor of Natural Sciences. 

Mrs. Lucy A. Osband, A. M., Preceptress, and Professor of 
Modern Languages. 

Miss Juliet Bradbury^ M.A.S.9 Teacher of Instrumental 
Music. 

Miss Kate A. M. Belknap^ Teacher of Vocal Music 

CALENDAR FOR 1872-73. 

September 4, 1872, Wednesday — First Term begins, 8^ A. m. 

September 6, 1872, Friday — Examination of Contestants for 
the " Sheldon Prize '' at 2 p. m. 

September 7, 1872, Saturday — Examination of Contestants 
for the •* Taylor Prize " at 2 P. m. 

November 23, 1872, Saturday — Term Examinations begin. 

November 27, 1872, Wednesday^— Exhibition of Sophomore 
Class at 7i p. m. 

BECESS OF OKB DAY. 

November 29, 1872, Friday — Second Term begins, 9 A. m. 
December 20, 1872, Friday — Elocutionary Exercises of the 
Freshman Class, 7 p. m. 

BECE8S OF TWO WEEKS. 

Commencing Saturday, December 21, 1872, and closing Fri- 
day, January 3, 1873. 

March 8, 1873, Saturday — Term Examinations begin. 

March 12, 1873, Wednesday— Exhibition of the Junior Class, 
7:16 p. M. 

BECESS OF SIX DAYS. 

Commencing Thursday, March 13, and closing Tnesday, 
March 18, 1873. 

March 19, 1873, Wednesday— Third Term begins, 8^ A. x. 

May 19, 20, 21, and 22, 1873, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and Thursday — Final Examination of Senior Class, 2 p. K. of 
each day. 
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May 23, 1873, Friday—Class Day. 

Jnne 12, 1873, Thursday — Annual Prayer Meeting, 8 p. m. 

June 13, 1873, Friday — Term Examinations begin. 

June 13, 1873, Friday — ^Anniversary Exercises of the Eroso- 
phian Society at 8 p. m. 

June 14, 1873, Saturday — Examinations continue. 

June 14, 1873, Saturday — Anniversary Exercises of the 
Eclectic and Athenisedes Societies at 8 p. ic. 

June 15, 1873, Sunday — ^Annual Love Feast at 9 a. h. 

June 15, 1873, Sunday — Baccalaureate Sermon at 10^ a. k. 

June 15, 1873, Sunday — Annual Lecture at 3 p. m. 

June 15, 1873, Sunday — Annual Sermon before the Mission- 
ary Society at 8 p. m. 

June 16, 1873, Monday — Examinations continue. 

June 16, 1873, Monday — Annual lecture before the Literary 
Societies at 8 p. m. 

June 17, 1873, Tuesday — ^Examinations continue. 

June 17, 1873, Tuesday — Meeting of Committee on Finance, 

10 A. H. 

June 17, 1873, Tuesday — Business Meeting of the Alumni, 
at 10 A. M. 

June 17, 1873, Tuesday — Annual Meeting of the Board of 
Trustees at 3 p. h. 

June 17, 1873, Tuesday — Literary Exercises and Reunion of 
the Alumni at 8 p. m. 
June 18, 1873, Wednesday — Commencement Day. 

Bespectfully submitted 

GEO. B. JOOELYN, PresiderU. 



HILLSDAXiE COLLEGE. 



REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT. 



To Hon. 0. Hosford, Superintendent of Public Instruction: 

Sib — The condition of Hillsdale College during the past 
year has been one of marked prosperity. At a meeting of 
the Board of Trustees in June, ISTl, it was voted to invite 
the citizens of Hillsdale city and county to raise $20,000 for 
the further endowment of the college, upon condition of an 
equal amount being pledged outside. In addition to this, the 
Alumni of the college, at their last reunion, resolved to under- 
take the endowment of an Alumni Professorship, upon which 
the sum of 15,000 has been already pledged. As the results 
of these efforts, the amount added to the resources of the 
college during the year has been something over 135,000. 

The attendance of students during the year has been as 
follows : 
College proper — gentlemen 102 

College proper — ^ladies 95 

197 

Preparatory Department — ^gentlemen 184 

Preparatory Department — ladies 240 

424 

Theological Department 13 

Commercial Department 206 

Music 73 

Art 1 26 
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Total in all departments, deducting those counted more &aii 
once, 606. 
The officers of the college are as follows: 

BOABD OF TBUSTEES. 

Bev. Daniel M. Graham, D.D., Chairman. 

Term Expires Juv,ey 1878^ — Daniel Beebe, Hillsdale ; Wm. 
Oalder, Harrisbarg, Pa.; Henry J. King, Hillsdale; Key. 
David L* Bice, Hillsdale; Charles T. Mitchell, Hillsdale; Bey. 
Charles B. Mills, Vassar; James W. Winsor, Hillsdale. 

Term Expires June^ 187i. — Rev. Oscar E. Baker, Wilton 
Junction, la.; Col. Frederick M. Holloway, Fayette; Hon. 
John P. Cook, Hillsdale ; Caleb C. Johnson, M.D., Hillsdale; 
Hon. Daniel Dunakin, Homer; Leonard 01ney> Hillsdale; 
Hon. Daniel L. Pratt, Hillsdale. 

Term Expires June^ 1875. — Horace Blackmar, Hillsdale; 
Bev. Bansom Dunn, Hillsdale ; Bev. James B. Drew, Wixom ; 
Hon. Samuel B. Philbrick, Chester, 0.; Bev. Geo. T. Day, 
D.D., Dover, N. H. ; Bev. B. L. Howard, Bacine, Wis. ; Bev. 
Albanus K. Moulton, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Term Expires June, 1876. — Bev. Samuel D. Bates, Marion, 
0.; Bev. Chauncey Beynolds, Hillsdale ; Hon. E. 0. Grosvenor, 
Jones?ille; Bev. Samuel F. Smith, Postville, Iowa; Bev. 
Franklin P. Augir, Hillsdale ; Nicholas Vineyard, Hillsdale ; 
Hon. Henry Waldron, Hillsdale. 

Term Expires Juney 1877, — Linus Clark, Green Oak; Barber 
Perkins, Hillsdale; Bev. D. M. Graham, D.D., Hillsdale; Dan 
M. Harvey, Oonstantine; Col. Frederick Fowler, Beading; 
Prof. Spencer J. Fowler, Hillsdale ; Franklin Mead, Homer. 

PRUDENTIAL COMrflTTBB. 

Daniel M. Graham, Chairman; John P. Cook, James W. 
Winsor, Horace Blackm*, Caleb C. Johnson, Chas. T. Mitchell, 
Daniel Beebe, Henry Waldron, Henry J. King. 

Lorenzo P. Beynolds, Secretary and Treasurer. 

* 

Henry J. King, Auditor. 
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Oeorge McMillan, Librarian. 
Jerome L. BeynoldSy Steward. 

FACULTY AND INSTBUCT0R8, 

Rev. Daniel M. Graham, D.D., President, and Professor of 
Mental Philosophy and Biblical Literature. 

Eev. Eansom Dunn, A.M., Burr Professor of Systematic 
and Pastoral Theology. 

Eev. Spencer J. Fowler, A.M., Professor of Mathematics 
and Natural Philosophy. 

Oeorge McMillan, A.M., Professor of the Greek and Latin 
Languages. 

F. Wayland Dunn, A.M., Professor of Bhetoric and Belles- 
Lettres. 

Daniel M. Fisk, B.P., Professor of Chemistry and Natural 
History. 

Bev. John S. Gopp, A.B., Instructor of Ecclesiastical His- 
tory and Homiletics. 

Miss H. Laura Bowe, A.M., Principal of the Ladies' Depart- 
ment. 

Miss Mary A. Stratton, Assistant Principal of the Ladies' 
Department. 

Mrs. Alma H. Fisk, Instructor in French and German. 

Alexander C. Bideout, Principal of Commercial Department, 
And Professor of Commercial Law. 

Warren A. Drake, Assistant Principal of Commercial Depart- 
ment, and Instructor in Commercial Arithmetic and Penman- 
ship. 

George B. Gardner, Instructor in Painting and Drawing. 

Melville W. Chase, Instructor in Instrumental and Vocal 
Music. 

Mrs. Olive C. Chase, Instructor in Cultivation of the Voice 

OEKEBAL BEHABES. 

In the College and preparatory departments, tuition is merely 
jiominal, by the rental of scholarships not exceeding two del- 
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lars per term, and in the theological coarse tnition is free ; all 
students have free use of the College library. 

Considerable additions have been recently made to the appa- 
ratus and other means of illustration in the department of the 
natural sciences, and the library, .by donations and purchase, is 
steadily increasiug in value. 

In addition to the usual college and preparatory studies, 
ample facilities are provided for commercial, telegraphic, and 
penmanship instruction ; also for drawing, painting and music. 

It gives me pleasure to say that through the judicious man- 
agement of its finances, the College has never lost a dollar of 
its endowment, and is wholly free from the embarrassment of 
indebtedness. With the liberal plans already entered into to 
incr9a86 the resources of the College, its prospects are highly 
enoQuraging. 

Bespectfully submitted, 

DANIEL M GRAHAM, 

President 

Hillsdale College, December 5, 1872. 
30 



KALAMAZOO COLLEGE. 



BEPOET OP THE PEESIDENT. 



ffan* 0. Hosfardy Superintendent of Public Instruction : 

DsAB Sib — As required by law, I submit the following 
report of Kalamazoo College for the year 1872. 

The board of trustees consists of the following persons : 

Eev. T. Z. R. Jones, Rev. L. D. Palmer, Elon G, Huntington, 
Esq., I. S. Hamilton, M.D., Chauncey Strong, Esq., Eev. Geo. 
W. Harris, Hon. Caleb Van Husan, Caleb Ives, Esq., Eev. A. 
E. Mather, Eev. Alfred Owen, D.D., Eev. L. H. Trowbridge, 
Eev.H. L. Morehouse, Eev. Samuel Haskell, D.D., Eev. Henry. 
Btanwood, Latham Hull, Esq., Charles Cooper, Esq., Hon. 
Henry C. Briggs, Eev. Ezra J. Pish, Rev. Samuel Graves, D.B., 
Eev. Thomas W. Merrill, Eev. H. B. Taft, Eev. John Fletcher, 
0. S. Gulley, Esq., Eev. Samuel Brooks, William Bair, Esq., 
Eev. P. P. Farnham, Eev. 0. F. A. Spinning, J. W. French, 
Esq., Eev. T. B. Cressey, Eev. Kendall Brooks, D.D., M. S. 
Crosby, Esq., Eev. A. J. Frost, Howard G. Colman, Esq., Eev. 
J. S. Boyden, Eev. M. G. Hodge, D.D. 

The members of the Faculty and other officers are as follows : 

Eev. Kendall Brooks, D.D., President and Professor of Moral 
and Intellectual Philosophy. 

Eev. Samuel Brooks, A.M., Professor of Latin and Instructor 
in the Natural Sciences. 

Austin George, A.M. Professor of Ehetoric and English 
Literature. 

Lewis Stuart, A.B. Instructor in Greek. 

Elias J. W. McEwen, Instructor in German and French. 

William L. Eaton, Instructor in Penmanship. 

Miss Kate Brearley, Lady Principal. 
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Miss L. H. Trowbridge, Teacher of Music. 

Miss Ellen Price, Teacher of Painting and Drawing. 

Miss Mary Brearley, Assistant in Preparatory Departmeni 

Eev. L. H. Trowbridge, A.M., Financial Agent. 

Bey. Samuel Brooks, A.M., Librarian. 

Bev. T. Z. B. Jones, Assistant Librarian. 

J. B. Grenell, Esq., Janitor. 

At the late commencement, held June 19th, the graduating 
class consisted of five young men, on whom degrees were con- 
ferred as follows: 

A.B. — Albert 0. Kingman, Lewis Stuart. 

B.P. — Theodore Nelson. 

B.S. — Benben E. Manning, Frank A. Minor. 

During the year there have been students in attendance as 
follows: 

In the College, 26 males; 14 females. Tptal, 40. 

In the Preparatory Department, 117 males; 90 females. 
Total, 207. 

In both departments, 143 males; 104 females. Total, 247. 

No change has been made in the courses of study, or in the 
requirements for admission to college, except as we have fol- 
lowed the University of Michigan in advancing the standard 
of qualification for admission to the Freshman class. 

The only addition to the funds of the college during the 
year has been from the estate of the late Amos L. Taft of 
Wauseon, Ohio, who left a bequest of 12,520, the income thereof 
to be appropriated to indigent students. 

Our calendar for 1873 is as follows: 

Winter Term begins Thursday, January 2d, and ends Wed- 
nesday, March 26th. 

Summer Term begins Wednesday, April 2d, and ends Wed- 
nesday, June 18th. 

Fall Term begins Wednesday, September 10th, and ends 
Wednesday, December 24th. 

BespectfuUy submitted, 

KENDALL BBOOKS. 

Kalamazoo, November 6, 1872. 



OLIVET COLLEGE. 



BEPOET OF THE PEESIDBNT. 



Hon. 0. Hosfordy Superintendent of Public Instruction : 

Sir — ^In compliance with the laws of the State^ the Trustees 
of Olivet College present the following report of its progress 
and present conditign. 

The year has been one of more than nsnal prosperity in the 
increase of patronage, the additions made to the Endowment 
Fund, and the general studiousness-and good order preyailing 
among the youth gathered here. While the catalogue shows 
a considerable increase in the whole number of students oyer 
the past year, the numbers of those in the college classes, and 
in the Classical Preparatory Department, are greater than in 
any previous year. The following is a summary of those in 
actual attendance during the year past : 

COLLEGE. 

Classical Course 29 

Scientific Course -..: 33 

Ladies' Course 31 

Ladies* Elective Studies 11 

PEBPAEATORY. 

Normal Course 26 

Classical Course _ 64 

English Course 69 

Ladies* Preparatory Course 80 
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* 

Whole number of gentlemen 183 

Whole namber of ladies 124 

Total... 307 

In the Normal Department, which was planned a year ago, 
a course of study occupying two years has been arranged to 
meet the wants of those designing to teach in the common 
schools of this and other States. Lectures upon yarious 
branches of study, upon school organization and government, 
upon school systems of different countries, and upon the 
theory and practice of teaching will be given to the students of 
this department by members of the faculty. Those teachers 
wishing it, may pursue a more extended course of study in natu- 
ral science, classics, or modem languages, under the supervis- 
ion of the director of this department, by joining the regular 
classes of the college, and on its completion will receive a 
Normal Diploma. In connection with the Normal Depart- 
ment there has been established the Professorship of the 
Theory and Practice of Teaching. 

In the Ladies' Department valuable improvements have been 
made in the erection of a suitable building for a gymnasium, the 
successful heating of the hall by a furnace, and the fitting up 
of hitherto unfinished rooms for music practice. 

Efforts are being made with very encouraging prospects of 
success, to raise for the College the sum of $100,000, — of which 
$60,000 is for a permanent endowment fund. Aside from 
pledges amounting to $37,000 already made towards this sum, 
the following is a statement of the present resources of the 
College : 

Eeal estate and buildings J $81,700 

Library, cabinet, and instruments 9,000 

Invested endowment 69,300 

Total $160,000 

The library, which now numbers over 4,000 volumes, has 
received some important additions the past year in the depart- 
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ments of Natural Science and English Literature, and iias 
lately been increased by valuable donations of standard reviews 
from Philo Parsons, Esq., of Detroit. About 1400 is annually 
expended by the College in the increase of the library and in 
support of the reading room, in which are found the leading 
magazines and newspapers of the day. 

Several important changes have occurred in the Faculty. 
At the last commencement. Dr. Morrison, who had been con- 
nected with the College since the first year of its present 
charter, at first as Professor of Ancient Languages, and since 
1865 as President and Professor of Moral Philosophy, resigned 
his position. To his thorough scholarship, complete devotion, 
and continued self-denying energy in this work to which he 
gave so much of his life, is lai^ely due the constant progress and 
increase of favor with the people which the College has steadily 
enjoyed the past decade of years. Hon. 0. Hosford, for a score 
of years the Professor of Mathematics in the College, and for 
the past eight years Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
returns to the College as Professor of Astronomy and Natural 
Philosophy, and lecturer on the theory and practice of teach- 
ing, and will at once enter upon his duties. At the irecent 
commencement in June, Mr. Charles P. Chase, A.M., an 
alumnus of Dartmouth College and for some time tutor in the 
same institution, was appointed Professor of Mathematics. 
Negotiations are also in progress for securing a permanent 
Professor of Natural Science and a Principal of the Preparatory 
Department which is temporarily under the charge of Pro£ 
Daniels. 

The following is the list of the Faculty as at present consti- 
tuted: 

FACULTY. 

^ President,* and Drury Pro- 
fessor of Moral Philosophy. 

Bev. Oramel Hosford, A.M., Professor of Astronomy and 
Natural Philosophy, and Lecturer on the Theory and Practice 
of Teaching. 
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Bev. Alexander F. Eemp^ LL.D., Professor of Menbd Philos- 
ophy, and Instructor in Natural Science. 

i Professor of Chemistry and 

Anatomy. 

John H. Hewitt, A.M., Butan Professor of the Latin Lan- 
guage and Literature, and Instructor in English Literature. 

Joseph L. Daniels, A.M., Professor of the Greek Language 
and Literature, and Instructor in German. 

Alexander B. Brown, A.M., Professor of Music. 

Charles P. Chase, A.M., Professor of Mathematios. 

George H. Ashley, A.B., Instructor in Latin and History. 

Miss Henrietta P. Dennis, Principal of Ladies' Departnimt 
and Instructor in French. 

Miss Annie M. Benedict, Instructor in Mathematics. 

Miss Harriet M. Drake, Instructor in Latin and Englialh. 

Miss Caroline E. Skinner, Assistant on the Piano. 

Charles 0. Brown, Instructor in Penmanship and Book- 
keeping. 

Frederick W. Loba, Instructor in Greek. 

The following are the names and residences of the trustees : 

John H. Hewitt, A.M., Olivet; Hon. Willard Davis, Ver- 
montville; Franklin Moore, Esq., Detroit; Bev. William 
Hogarth, D.D., Detroit ; Bev. Wolcott B. Williams, Charlotte ; 
Bey. Jesse W. Hough, Jackson ; Bev. W. D. Love, D.D., East 
Saginaw ; David M. Bichardson, Esq., Detroit ; Bev. James S. 
Hoyt, Port Huron; Bev. Calvin Clark, Marshal; Newell 
Avery, Esq., Detroit; Hon. Daniel B. Greene, Ypsilanti; 
Bev. Arthur T. Pierson, Detroit ; Hon. William A. Howard, 
Grand Bapids; Hon. Oramel Hosford, Olivet; Samuel F. 
Drury, Esq., Olivet ; Bev. James L. Patton, Greenville ; Bev. 
Philo R Hurd, D.D., Eaton Bapids ; Bev. J. Morgan Smith, 
Grand Bapids; Hon. Alanson Sheley, Detroit; Homer 0. 
Hitchcock, M.D., Kalamazoo; Fitz L. Beed, Esq., Olivet; 
Philo Parsons, Esq., Detroit ; Hon, Albertus L. Green, Olivet 

*The DatlM of Pretident are difcbtrged by Profesfor Htwltt. 
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Executive Committee — J. H. Hewitt, Ohairman ; A. L. Oreen, 
S. P. Drtfry, P. Parsons, 0. Hosford, R L. Reed. 

George W. Keyes, A.M., Secretary and Treasurer. 

In their aim to raise the standard of scholarship year by 
year, it is the desire of the Board of Instruction to abide in 
the faith of the founders who sought to build a college for 
Christ and humanity. And in closing another year of its his- 
tory, it is with profound gratitude that the Trustees and 
Faculty recognize the goodness of Ood for all his many inter- 
positions in its behalf, and especially for the rich work of grace 
vouchsafed in the year, which, beginning soon after the week 
of prayer, extended not only among the students, but through 
their instrumentality to the neighborhoods around. 

In behalf of the Board of Trustees. 

JNO. H. HEWITT, 

Acting President. 



DETKOIT HOMEOPATHIC COLLEGE. 



EEPOET OF THE TBUSTEES. 



Hon. 0. Hosfordy Superintendent of Pullic Instruction for 
the State of Michigan : 

SiE — ^In accordance with Section 9, of Chapter 60, of the 
Compiled Laws of the State of Michigan, the undersigned^ 
Trustees of the Detroit Homeopathic College, an institution 
of learning in Detroit, Michigan, herewith submit to you their 
first annual report of said institution. 

The " Detroit Homeopathic College ^' was organized in the 
early part of the present year, and was incorporated in the 
oflSce of the Secretary of State of the State of Michigan, on 
the third day of June, 1872. 

Without going into the history of the causes which led to 
the formation and organization of this College, we will merely 
state that ahout sixteen years ago the Legislature of this State 
passed an act which was supposed to be valid, providing for 
the teaching of the homeopathic system of medicine in the 
medical department of the Michigan University, located in 
Ann Arbor. The terms and conditions of this act were never 
complied with. It was claimed by those who had the supervi- 
sion and control of said University, that the homeopathic sys- 
tem of medicine was so contrary to, and inconsistent with, the 
system which was taught in that institution, that to persist in 
the attempt (for an attempt had been once made) to carry out 

31 
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said act wonld result in serious injury to an important depart- 
ment of the University. 

The homeopathic system of medicine was meantime increas- 
ing in strength and popularity, and it was confessed by all 
that it had claims upon the people of the State in no sense 
less than that of its ancient rival, which had been for years and 
is yet fostered by the State. 

In this condition, and after fifteen years of delay, the Board 
of Regents of the University of Michigan passed the following 
resolution, which was the first step in the organization of the 
Detroit Homeopatic College. 

Iie9olved, That we approve of the efforts that are being made to estab- 
lish a Homeopathic Medical College at Detroit, to be eventually connected 
with the University, and when we are authorized to make it a part of the 
University by law, with proper provision for its support, we will admin- 
ister its ftffairs to the best of our ability. 

This resolution was passed by the Board of Eegents on the 
25th day of September, 1871. As soon thereafter as possible 
extensive correspondence with the homeopathic physicians of 
this State was had, and their advice and co-operation was 
solicited. In due time, an " announcement" was issued for a 
course of lectures which, in accordance with the announce- 
ment, began March 18th, 1872, and continued until the 27th 
day of June following. The course of instruction was full in 
all branches of medical education, and on " commencement 
day " the usual medical degree was conferred on nineteen can- 
didates. These consisted of one lady and eighteen gentle- 
men, all of whom passed creditable and satisfactory examina- 
tions. 

The degree of M.D. was conferred in course upon the fol- 
lowing members of the graduating class, June 27, 1872 : 

Darius T. Phillips, Wisconsin; 0. Eugene Stroud, Ohio; 
Charles E. Fisher, Kansas; George H. Clark, Michigan; 
Charles J.- Hastings, Michigan ; Samuel Goodsell, Michigan ; 
Luke Kent, Canada; Sherman F. Chase, Ohio; Harlan P. 
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Van, Dasen, New York; Eeuben H. Chase, Maine; George 
E. Mitchell, Wisconsin; Michael J. Spranger, Michigan,; 
Joshua M. Praer, Michigan ; Henry W. Gilley, Kansas ; Elmer 
P. Blinn, Ohio ; Miss Anne P. Norton, Ohio ; Edwin N. Coon, 
New York; Maurice H. Utley, M-D„ Canada; Wm. M. Gamp- 
bell, M.D., Michigan. 

No so-called *^ honorary '' degrees were conferred, and it is 
against the policy of the institution to do this, although most, 
medical colleges have adopted this plan, with a view, mainly, 
of commending such institutions to the profession, and secur- 
ing the influence of those thus favored. 

The number of students matriculated for the first course 
was thirty-three, most of whom were in daily attendance. 
About one-fifth of those were ladies, and it is a feature of the 
College to admit females on the same terms and conditions as 
males, and extend to them all the advantages of the institution^ 
Thus far the plan works well, and indeed it is believed that 
there is a positive advantage in tlie restraining influence which 
the presence of women always has upon men. 

The following are the names of the oflBcers and faculty of the 
College : 

OFFICEES OF THE COLLEGE. 

Lancelot Younghusband, M»D. LL.D., President. 
Charles Merrill, Esq,, Treasurer. 
Erastus E. Ellis, M.D., Secretary. 
The Paculty, Board of Directors. 

FACULTY. 

L. Younghusband, M.D., LL.D., Professor of Theory an4 
Praqtice of Medicine. 

C;H.B. Kellogg, M.D., Profes^r of Materia Medica.anj^ 
Therapeutics. 

Erastus B. EUis^ M-D., Professor of Principles and Practjyce 
of Surgery and Operative Surgery. 
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Cornelius Ormes, M.D., Professor of Obstetrics and Uterine 
Surgery. 

Lucy M. Arnold, M.D., Professor of Diseases of Women and 
Children^ and Special Lecturer to Women. 

Andrew B. Spinney, M.D., Professor of Anatomy and 
Physiology. 

Francis X. Spranger, M.D., Professor of Pathology, Diagnosis, 
and Clinical Practice. 

B. H. Chase, M.D., Professor of Diseases of the Urinary and 
Generative Organs. 

Isaiah Dever, M J)., Professor of Chemistry and Botany. 

Wm. B. Silber, A.M., Ph.D., Lecturer on Medical Jurispru- 
dence. 

Among these are the names of several who ht^e had large 
experience as teachers, and on the whole, the faculty is believed 
to conipare well with that of similar institutions. Certain it 
is that for spirit, industry, and determination to make the 
College a success, they have no rivals. We much regret to 
say that the institution has received opposition, and the 
Faculty been made the subjects of violent personal misrepre- 
sentation and abuse from a few (physicians of the same prac- 
tice) from whom a diflferent course was expected. All this 
however is gradually subsiding and we are confident that the 
institution has before it a career of widely-extended usefulness. 

The second session of the College opened on the 6th day of 
the present month (Nov. 6, 1872), and will continue four 
months. Although so near the opening day of the term, tlfere 
are up to this time forty-two students who have matriculated, 
and the prospects much exceed the expectations of the Faculty. 
There is every reason to believe that before the close of the 
present month this number will be increased to fifty and per- 
haps sixty, as it is found that there are many practicing physi- 
cians in this and adjoining States who are undergraduates, and 
quite a dumber of them are now here and more are proposing 
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to come, and avail themselves of the advantages of the institu- 
tion. In this way the standard of the medical profession is 
raised, the direct benefits of which will, no doubt, be apparent 
in the improved sanitary condition of the community. 

The financial basis of the College is not at the present time 
what we would like to have it. By means of much gratuitous 
work it is on a good working basis, but how long superior and 
successful instructors will continue their services on the 
conditions which they now do, is a matter for the future 
Certain it is that the best of teachers can be found who will 
render services to the institution, located as it is in a large and 
flourishing city, at a sum much below what they could possibly 
afford to if it was situated in any of the smaller cities of the 
State. This results from the single fact that in this city there 
is ample room for such teachers — who always are physicians — 
to obtain a sustaining practice. 

It is hoped that at no distant day the Legislature of this 
State will extend some pecuniary aid to the College or enable 
the Board of Eegents of the University of Michigan to do so. 
And for this purpose, if such an amount only as would be 
required to sustain two professors of homeopathy in said Uni- 
versity, as has been proposed by previous legislatures, was 
granted, it would put this College on a permanent and flour- 
ishing basis, and bring it at once into the front rank of medical 
institutions. 

The amount of stock subscribed to the Detroit Homeopathic 
College is 130,000. The sum which has been paid in amounts 
in cash, donations, students' fees, and all other sources to 18,500. 
There are yet unpaid subscriptions amounting to the sum of • 
$3,000. 

The College building is situated in the city of Detroit, on the 
corner of Woodward avenue and the Campus Martins. Here we 
have a large and well-arranged hall, capable of seating 500 
persons, with other rooms attached, which answer in a very 
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satis&ctory manner all the present wants of the Institution, 
These premises are leased to the College for the term of four 
yem from the first day of May^ 1872, at an annual rental of 
1500. 
All of which is respectftilly submitted. 

L. YOTJNGHUSBAND, 
p. H. B. KELTX)GKJ, 
ANDREW B. SPINNEY, 
E. B. ELLIS, 

PBANCIS X. SPEAN6EE, 
Trustees of the Detroit Homeopathic College. 
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* EEPOET OP THE PEESIDENT. 



Hon, 0. ffosford, Superintendent of Public Instruction : 

Sib— -My attention has just been called to the clause of the 
law which requires of the governing boards of all colleges, 
annual reports to the Superintendent bf Public Instruction. 
As the time has already expired when such reports should have 
been rendered, our statements for this year must be hurriedly 
prepared^ and will, therefore, doubtless show many evidences of 
imperfection. 

There is now due on the original subscription the sum of 
$1,000. The expense incident to "the establishment of a new 
College is very great, and necessarily absorbs a portion of its 
capital. There has been spent of the original capital, in build- 
ing, repairing, heating, lighting, and plumbing, in advertising, 
fitting up chemical laboratories, in the purchase of chemical 
and other apparatus, in supplying deficiencies of income and 
in various other ways, about ten thousand dollars. The 
property owned by the College is valued at about twenty thou- 
sand dollars. The income of the year 1872, from January 
1st to December 10th, is 13,738 00. For the past two years 
the income of the College has sufficed to pay all running 
expenses. 

The number of students who have matriculated during the 
year 1872, is seventy. The number of graduates in 1872 was 
twenty-one. 
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In estimating the work of this institution since its founda- 
tipn^ it must be regarded firsts in its character as an institution 
of learning, and^ second, in that as a public charity. 

Since its establishment in 1868, one hundred and nineteen 
students have received the degree of M.D. No man has ever 
graduated from the Detroit Medical College who has not ful- 
filled all the published requirements. These requirements are 
as copied from the printed circulars, as follows : 

Evidences of having studied medicine during a period of three 
years, and attended at least two courses of lectures, of which 
the last must have been in this institution, will be required 
of every candidate for graduation. He must, besides, have 
attended clinical instruction for one teim, have dissected every 
part of the cadaver, and have taken a course of Analytical 
Chemistry in the laboratory. These are not required on grad- 
uation, but every candidate for a degree must write two essays 
on subjects assigned to him. These essays will have to be 
defended publicly. Finally, he will be required to pass a satis- 
factory written and oral examination in all the fundamental 
branches of Medicine and Surgery. 

Every year that has passed since the foundation of the 
College has been marked by an elevation in the standard of 
requirements for graduation. The faculty have sought to 
establish a system of instruction which would enable their 
students before graduation to become thoroughly drilled in all 
branches of practical medicine and surgery. Especial atten- 
tion has been given to a method of clinical teaching which has 
hitherto been almost completely neglected by American Medi- 
cal Colleges. I refer to the clinical drill which is so prominent 
a feature of the medical schools of Germany. The large hos- 
pitals and dispensaries with which the College is connected, 
afford multitudes of patients who come before the class for 
treatment. The more advanced students are required to exam- 
ine them individually and to make their own diagnosis. They 
are then questioned on the cases in the presence of the class. 



©BTROIT MEDICAL COLLEGE. 249 

It is sought by this mode of teaching, to call forth in each 
student those habits of exact observation which will enable him 
to become a successful practitioner of medicine. This system 
is practiced, I believe, in no other College of the country, with 
the same thoroughness. 

A change has been made during the past year in the time 
of session. Hitherto the regular session has been held in the 
spring and summer months. The manifold and obvious incon- 
veniences of pursuing the study of medicine in the hot months, 
and especially the diflSiculty which students experience in bend- 
ing their attention to study at that season of the year, induced 
the trustees and faculty to change the time of session. Lec- 
tures will hereafter be held from October 1st to March Isfc of 
every year. 

The following changes have taken place during the past year 
in the faculty : Hon. H. B, Brown, who has hitherto so accept- 
ably filled the chair of Medical Jurisprudence, has resigned his 
position. Prof. A. B. Palmer, M.D., has retired from the chair 
of Medical Diagnosis and Clinical Medicine ; Dr. H. 0. Walker 
has been appointed Lecturer on diseases of the Genito-Urinary 
system ; Dr. J. H. Carstens, Lecturer on Clinical Medicine ; 
Dr. F. Livermore, Lecturer on Medical Jurisprudence and 
Diseases of Children, and Dr. Daniel Laferte, Assistant Demon- 
strator of Anatomy. 

The College has been doing a work of public charity, which, 
though it has attracted but little observation, has been a source 
of relief to thousands of the city and country poor. The hos- 
pitals connected with the College supply a large number of 
cases for the public clinics. An experience of four years, how- 
ever, has demonstrated the fact that thorough clinical instruc- 
tion can not be supplied from hospital material alone. A large 
class of cases which practitioners of medicine are daily called 
upon to treat, are rarely or never found in general hospitals. 
Diseases of Children for example, can not be studied there to 
advantage. For this reason, there have been maintained at 
32 
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the expense of the College two dispensaries^ at which the poor 
can obtain^ daily (excepting Sundays), medical and surgical 
relief. These dispensaries are thronged with patients, who 
seek advice and medicines. 

From these patients cases of almost every variety of disease 
are brought before the students for their investigation and 
study. By far the great majority of clinical cases are obtained 
in this way, a double benefit being conferred, — first, on the 
poor, who obtain treatment and medicines free of charge, and 
second, on the students, who acquire a practical knowledge of 
disease in its various forms. 

There have been treated in the dispensaries durin&r the last 
twelve months, 1,335 patients. Three thousand two hundred 
and eighty prescriptions have been prepared and dispensed 
gratuitously, and over two thousand persons have been vaccin- 
ated. A large number of surgical operations are performed 
every year before the class on the hospital and dispensary 
patients. 

Afi regards the future of the Detroit Medical College, it can 
only be said that it has but begun its career of usefulness, and 
there is great need of endowments, which will enable its trus- 
tees to establish courses of study, which will extend its sphere 
of usefulness to other students besides those of medicine 
and surgery. There are great numbers of drug clerks and 
young men employed in mechanical pursuits, to whom a 
course of practical chemistry in the laboratory, would open 
the way to advancement in their particular art, and who are, 
nevertheless, too dependent on their daily labor to be able to 
pursue such a course of study away from home. It is hoped that 
the finances of the College will before very long permit of the 
establishment of chemical laboratories and lecture rooms near 
the heart of the city, where they would be accessible to all, 
combined with practical chemistry, physical science, so 
important to all artisans and professional men, might be 
taught to advantage. In short, it is believed that the appa- 
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ratus and other facilities for instraction^ which, are gradually 
collected in instituidons of this nature^ should be used not 
only for a particular class of students, but also for the 
enlightenment of the public, on matters important to all. 

These plans, however, are as yet for the future. At present 
the faculty are obliged to limit their efforts to the thorough 
instruction of medical students alone, in their own peculiar 
sciences and art. 

JAMES P. JOY, President. 



STATE REFOEM SCHOOL. 



REPORT OP THE BOARD OF CONTROL, 



To tJie lion. Superintendent of Public Instruction^ State of Michigan : 

Sir : The close of another fiscal year of the Reform School, 
brings us to a point where an account of our stewardship is 
required, and where we may well pause and consider whether 
the results of the year have been as satisfactory as we might 
expect, or as we should desire. 

To this end we present for your consideration, and that of 
the public, a report of our transactions in the discharge of the 
duties devolving upon us, in the performance of the important 
trust confided to our care. The year has been one of unusual 
health and prosperity as a whole, with the School. The edu- 
cational department has been in successful operation, and we 
have had no lack of useful employment for the boys, on the 
farm, in the shops, and the various duties in and about the 
institution ; all of which have been as cheerfully and faith- 
fully performed as the circumstances of the situation could 
admit us to expect. 

The progress in the School has been fully up to that attained 
in former years. As this is deemed to be the primary object 
in sending these lads here, it has been our aim to make the 
educational department the most prominent and important 
occupation of their time. A reference to the tables accompa- 
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nying £he Superintendent's and teachers' reports, herewith 
submitted, showing the low standard of education most of the 
inmates possess when admitted to the School, is, of itself, a 
most conclusive argument of the fact that ignorance and 
crime go hand in hand. 

The importance of this subject has induced, ns to endeavor 
to make the educational department, if possible, more thor- 
ough than at any previous time, as our facilities for accom- 
plishing this much desired result are much improved and 
increased by the use of the Family House; which continues 
to afford evidence of its usefulness as a means of separating the 
younger and better class of boys from the society and influ- 
ence of the older and more vile inmates of the School ; and 
every day's observation tends to confirm our opinion of the 
superiority of this plan of management. Admission to its 
precincts is the reward of good conduct, and regarded as a 
mark of confidence as well as honor. 

We have in process of erection, and approaching completion, 
another house similar to the one now occupied, which will be 
completed at an early day, so that we shall be able to make 
another grade of separation between those who are naturally 
vicious and adepts in crime, and those who are simply the vic- 
tims of their former surroundings; requiring, ofttimes, only 
that kind parental care and kindness of which they have 
heretofore been deprived, to bring them to the path of recti- 
tude and a virtuous life, and and a fair prospect of becoming 
useful members of society. This is an object we hope to attain 
by the Family system. It is a source of much gratification to 
us, as it must be to all who appreciate the welfare of the com- 
monwealth, to point to the fact, that although our population 
has increased full fifty per cent since 1864, the commitments 
to the School have diminished nearly twenty per cent, as the 
following extracts from former reports will show: 
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YEARS. 


No. of Commit- 
ments each year. 






Tl 
114 

95 
UT 

78 

91 


189 




21T 




869 




278 




288 




217 



1S68. 
1864.. 
1865.. 
1866.. 
1871.. 
1872. 



Showing a great moral improvement in the community dur- 
ing the time, which is corroborated by the statistics of other 
penal institutions of the State ; a pleasing subject of contem- 
plation that the moral standing of our population is improy- 
ing, and a high compliment to the political complexion of the 
goyernment that has controlled in all departments of State 
during all these years, being so strikingly in contrast with that 
of New York City, which has about the same populati(m> 
whose control has, during the same period, been under a 
different dynasty, and its criminal calendar shows a fearful 
increase of crime. 

This may not be a proper time to ask an examination of 
this subject, but it is at least one which may well be consid- 
ered as pertinent to our work, and worthy of consideration 
and reflection by political economists, whatever may be their 
creed. 

We cannot too often repeat what has so often been referred 
to in the rejwrts of this Board, of our faith in the beneficent 
work institutions of this character may accomplish, if well 
conducted, or their importance for juvenile delinquents; fur- 
nishing the means for supplying that education of which they 
have been deprived, and which will fit them for future useful- 
ness. No truer axiom was ever uttered than *' if society and 
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indiyiduals do not tax themselves for the virtue of youth, they 
will be doubly taxed for the vice of the adult." If we would 
have noble, honorable manhood, we should see to it that the 
children and youth of our country are kept in the paths of 
rectitude and virtue. 

We have already referred to the low standard of education 
of the boys when admitted, as shown by the reports of the 
officers of the School. This fact is oftentimes a reason for 
detention for a period after a boy may, by good conduct, have 
attained that grade which would under other circumstances 
admit of his discharge; and it is the best answer we can give 
to many fond parents or interested frieudsj who urge an early 
release of those confided to our control, that we insist that our 
duty to the State and community from which they come, 
requires their detention until they receive some portion of that 
instruction which, through the neglect of those friends or other 
causes, they have been deprived. 

The importance and expediency of public education have 
ceased to be topics of argument ; the policy of our State upon 
this subject has become fixed and settled. But there are a 
large number, especially in our large towns and cities, who sel- 
dom, if ever, attend the public schools so bountifully provided 
for them. This is proverbially true of that seet who are clam- 
oring for a division of the school fund, that they may use 
their portion to sustain their sectarian schools. They also 
demand the expulsion of the Bible from our schools. In both 
of these demands they have succeeded in the State of New 
York. As an evidence of the fruit of this particular class of 
education, we should fail to perform our duty if we did not 
especially invite attention to the Superintendent's table refer- 
ring to this subject, showing the jg^reat disproportion of the 
Boman Catholic representation here, as compared with the 
population of our State. 

It is notorious that a very small proportion of the Boman 
Catholic children attend our public schools. 
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That 80 many children in large towns do not attend school 
may be in some degree attributable to the insubordination 
of the children, but to a much larger extent to the vioions- 
ness, and often intemperate habits of their parents or their 
pretended gnardiaus. Shall these children be nnedacated? 
A brief examination will show the appalling result to society 
of abandoning them to a career of idleness and vice. Not only 
is their own welfare involved, but the detrimental influence 
upon those who attend the public schools, is great, both by 
example and corrupting associations. We are sanguine in the 
belief that if a large number of those who infest our cities, in 
the capacity of a majority of the boot-blacks and vagrants or 
common beggars, were compelled to serve an apprenticeship in 
a school of this character until they acquired at least the 
rudiments of an education, and habits of life and industry, 
there wonld be a far less number committed for crime than at 
present. 

We would most respectfully and earnestly request the atten- 
tion of the Legislature to another subject intimately connected 
with that which we have been last considering, — on^ to which 
we have several tii^es called attention, — particularly in our 
report of 1870, viz : The minimum age at which boys may be 
sent to this school. And we can do no better than to re-pro- 
duce here the reasons then given why we would ask the pass- 
age of an act repealing the law of 1867, precluding boys of 
less than ten years of age from the Institution. As we have 
stated, there are in all our large towns and cities a greater 
or less number of children destitute of homes or natural 
protection, who live, no one can tell how or where. It is not 
surprising that these almost invariably fall into habits of vice 
and crime. Unless we have mistaken the object of this Insti- 
tution, its primary design was the reformation, and not the 
punishment, of those entrusted to its care. These children 
above named, under ten years of age, — and say over seven, — 
are they to be allowed to run on and practice petty crimes 
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until more mature years P It wonld result in the formation of 
habits and inclinations hard to eradicate^ while by timely care 
and proper training during tender years, they might be saved 
for lives of useful and virtuous manhood, — become useful citi- 
zens and ornaments of society, instead of criminals or inmates 
of a penitentiary. 

If it be desirable to restrict the years of detention in the 
Institution, we would now, as formerly, suggest that the 
restriction be applied to the later rather than the earlier por- 
tion of their minority ; because out* experience is that very 
few youths who arrive at the age of eighteen, without giving 
evidence of reformation, are likely then to abandon their per- 
verse natures. The reformatory power of the School, we say 
most unhesitatingly, would be far more striking upon a given 
number of youths between the ages of seven and eighteen 
years, than a like number between the ages of ten and twenty- 
one. Although the latter class would, by their labor, con- 
tribute more towards making the Institution self-supporting, 
we do not conceive that to be the object of its mission, but 
one far more philanthropic, viz: To educate and reclaim. As 
reformation instead of punishment is the design for which the 
School was founded, the confirmed culprit, matured in crime^ 
and almost at the age of manhood, should not occupy the 
place designed for those whose tender years and unformed 
habits render them susceptible of moral impressions and 
industrial instruction. If such be the purpose, we feel there 
can be no divided opinion as to the Institution being intrusted, 
at an early age, with the vagrant and uncared-for children of 
our State ; and in many instances we would not insist that 
they should only be liable to commitment for having been 
guilty of crime. 

The question as to whether they can partially or entirely 
earn their support deserves comparatively little consideration ; 
but rather^ during what period of life do applianoi^s brought 

33 
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to bear promise the richest results^ iu matured manhood, to 
the individual and to the community among whom he dwells ? 

Several changes have been made during the year among the 
subordinate officers in the school^ since our last report ; some 
of whom were not pleased at the conclusion we were forced to 
arrive at — that their services were not beneficial to the best 
interests of the school, — and made charges of grave import 
against other officers, which made an investigation into its 
affairs necessary. The result has been made public, therefore 
it is unnecessary to refer to it here. 

The work still goes on, each one aiming to contribute some- 
thing towards the reclamation of these waifs of society, in 
training them for paths of usefulness and industry. Too much 
praise cannot be awarded to the Superintendent and his assist- 
ants, for their faithful and unwearied devotion to the work of 
bringing these lads to realize the importance of pursuing lives 
of usefulness and industry. 

The question of satisfactory employment has ever been a 
question of the greatest importance to the management of the 
School — one to which they have given much thought and 
consideration — to so employ them at some occupation within 
their capacity, which would be remunerative to as large a 
degree as possible, without a great outlay of capital, at the 
same time be of service to them in earning a livelihood when 
discharged. So far, the caning and flagging of chair-seats hali 
seemed to be the most available to this end of any which has 
presented itself to our notice ; and yet, this is not a trade 
which they can rely upon to any great extent as an occupation, 
and very few indeed follow it when released from the School. 
As in former years, the farm has received a large share of 
attention and given employment to a considerable portion of 
the larger and older boys. 

The amount of labor expended in clearing, fencing, and 
ditching, thus bringing into successful cultivation a very 
unpromising and rough tract of land, has been a task of far 
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ipreaier magnitude than any one can comprehend who has not 
been familiar with it as it has been in progress. Yet^ great 
and laborious as it has been, we trust in future years the insti- 
tution will find a generous return by the productiveness of 
the «oil thus improved, in contributing largely towards the 
support of the inmates of the institution. 

Beferring to the reports of the Superintendent and Treasurer, 
who have called attention to our wants for the next two years, 
we would say that all the money they have named will 
undoubtedly be required to carry us through the term named. 
Therefore we would respectfully suggest that the Legislature 
appropriate for the support of the institution for the years 
1873 and 1874, thirty-five thousand dollars ($35,000) for each 
year. 

For the erection of a permanent wall around the yard and 
shops, in place of the dilapidated board fence, which was only 
erected as a temporary aflfair, and which has often been blown 
down, and caused much extra trouble and care in keeping the 
boys in subjection, we need at least five thousand dollars. 

When the School was located here this ground was a forest, 
and the trees were removed and the surface put in as good con- 
dition as circumstances would then admit; since which little 
has been done, except the planting of a few trees and the con- 
•truction of a plank walk to the entrance, towards adorning or 
improving the grounds around the buildings. The character 
of the State, and the general condition of other public institu- 
tions, require an improvement in this respect. We have made 
an arrangement for an exchange of grounds, as contemplated 
by an act of a previous Legislature, whereby we extend our 
frontage upon Pennsylvania Avenue, thus bringing the whole 
into a much more compact and desirable shape, while we 
obtain considerable more area than we give. 

For the additional fence required, improvement of grounds, 
and painting of buildings, not less than three thousand five 
hundred dollars will be required. The suggestion of the 
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Superintendent, — that an addition of at least five hundred 
dollars' worth of hooks to our library is desirable^ — we think is 
worthy of attention^ and should be also appropriated ; making 
in all for those extraordinary appropriations the sum of nine 
thousand dollars^ or only seventy-nine thousand dollars for the 
entire expense for two years. 

During the last winter, the investigation to which we have 
heretofore referred was chiefly directed to the subject of disci- 
pline, which is indeed a matter of the highest importance in 
themanagement of the class with which we are intrusted; and 
while it has been our desire that the mildest treatment practi- 
cable and consistent with the maintenance of order and deco- 
rum in the institution should at all times be the rule, yet we 
find in dealing with some of those cases with which the oflScers 
are brought in contact, there seems to be nothing which they 
can be made to comprehend and realize but stripes. These are 
only tolerated in extreme cases, and never excei)t after a report 
to, and a full investigation hy, the Superintendent, of the 
offense committed, and a record made of the complaint and 
punishment inflicted. 

From what information we can derive from the reports and 
examination of the institutions of other States in charge of 
"juvenile delinquents,^* we find we are not the only ones who 
find it difficult to devise a perfect system of discipline, espe- 
cially adapted to all the varied circumstances of the social, 
moral, and intellectual training which the various individuals 
have received or possess when they are committed to our 
charge. We have made it our endeavor to devise and avail 
ourselves of every suggestion which experience or observation 
can aflford, to obtain obedience to wholesome rules, and at the 
same time that those who are intrusted with their care and 
instruction shall both command and receive their respect ; so 
that all may become co-workers in the disciplinary training 
and improvement of these youths. We have aimed to employ 
no person who cannot sympathize with the great work to be 
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accomplished^ or who has no faith in the methods and instru- 
mentalities we expect to bring into requisition for the most 
thorough and successful reformation of those entrusted to their 
care. 

We have continued encouraging reports, so far as we have 
been able through our officers to obtain communication with 
those who have from time to time been dismissed from the 
School, and feel encouraged by these to renewed eflfort, to 
reclaim from their former surroundings those intrusted to the 
•are of the institution, and place them in paths of honorable 
and useful life in the' future. If only in a moiety of the num- 
ber of these youths the eflforts of those in charge are successful 
and but a few are saved from the career of vice and crime, we 
shall feel our labor has not been in vain, and the State has 
been rewarded for all its outlay and expense in establishing 
and sustaining this noble charity, for which every citizen may 
feel an honest pride. 

In conclusion, we would especially speak of the continued 
satisfactory condition of the general healthiness of all the 
inmates. Only one death has occurred within the year, as 
shown by the physician's report, and very few have been in 
hospital ; which has to a great extent been attributable to the 
careful watchfulness of the Matron and her assistants, as well 
as the thorough order and cleanliness maintained throughout 
* the entire institution in all its departments. 

Trusting that with the experience of the past, and the deep 
interest felt by all connected with the School to promote its 
interests in the future, and a firm reliance upon the direction 
of a kind Providence, the School may meet the fullest antici- 
pations of that broad philanthropy of its founders, in its prac- 
tical results of benefiting the unfortunate class for whom it 
was established, we submit the foregoing. 

GEO. W. LEE, 
JAMES I. MEAD, 
D. L. CEOSSMAN, 
Board of Control 
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ABSTRACTS OF SCHOOL INSPECTORS' REPORTS BY COUN- 
TIES, FOR 1878. 
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ABSTRACTS OF SCHOOL INSPECTORS' REPORTS— CoNTiNfrED. 





• 
09 

M 
% 

n 

a 

P4 


No. 07 School-Houses, 

AND Material o7 

Construction. 


No. of Pupils who 
can be seated. 


Value of School- 
Houses and Lots. 


• 

"3 

1 

GQ 

• 

2 

o 

o 

• 


No. Visits by County 
Superintendents. ; 


COUNTIES. 


• 

p 
o 


1 


g 


t 


Oceana 

Ontonaffon .. 


$24 54 






40 

4 
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102 

1 

94 

66 

1 

102 

124 

97 

74 

188 

112 

111 
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21 

8 

24 

12 

1 

11 
20 

'"u 

20 
1 

21 
8 
6 
2 
2 
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8,226 

845 

1,405 

9,852 

76 

10,880 

6,205 

50 

8,182 

11.857 

9,910 

6,478 

21^241 

70 

1,215 


$81,874 
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144,580 
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46,180 

656 
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281,015 
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47 60 

885 65 
2,478 51 
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240 

69 

118 

192 

64 

14 


Sapplem^tary 






1 


16 








Total 


$11,287 86 


79 
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4,168 


691 


882,107 


$7,470,889 


298 


6,610 
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ABSTRACTS OP SCHOOIi INSPECTORS' REPORTS BY COUN- 
TIES, FOR 1872. 
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PUBLIC INSTBUCTIOIf. 



ABSTRACTS OF FINANCIAL KEP0RT8 BY CODNTIEB, FOR 

3872. 

RKCEIPTB. 



COUNTIBB. 
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ABSTRACTS OF FINANCIAL REPORTS— Receipt&-Contintjed. 



COUNTIES. 


Honeys on hand 
September 4, 1870. 


• 

H 

ea 

• 

o 


Primary School 
Fund. 


Tuition of Non-resi- 
dent Scholars. 


District Taxes to 
pay Teachers and 
Incidenul expen- 
ses. 


Oakland 


$18,658 16 

8.612 50 

8,814 26 

496 80 

10,476 95 

186 70 

82,517 24 

5,512 00 


$19,204 82 

2.026 96 

2,874 29 

819 40 

4,124 90 

116 97 

9,721 89 

5,406 86 

286 29 

4,588 26 

8,848 26 

25,442 57 

2.871 79 

12,408 91 

20,744 17 

11,760 00 

622 29 

2,150 18 


$6,857 40 

1,078 81 

430 28 

294 11 

4,260 81 


$2,646 80 
109 68 


$45,945 29 
9,817 66 
2.450 00 


Oceana 


Ontonagon 


Osceola 


19 65 
209 01 


8,212 45 


Ottavi^a 


85,706 88 


Presqne Isle 




Saginaw 


5,780 99 
2,586 78 


244 84 
22 00 


92,109 04 


Sanilac 


10,829 88 


Schoolcraft. 




Shiawassee 


4.126 28 

8,712 08 
10,886 92 

4.999 66 
12,842 18 

7,888 77 
180,212 13 


8,867 88 

6,571 94 

4,294 76 

2,086 28 

4,417 81 

5.948 29 

20,884 85 

20 12 

728 26 


924 07 

146 28 

989 89 

227 51 

1,810 88 

8,618 20 

1,085 80 


81.046 85 


&t Clair 


48,941 27 


St. Joseph 


17.825 58 


Tascola 

VanBnren 


15,898 94 
25,620 56 


Washtenaw — _ 


48.506 77 


Wayne 


121,508 19 


Wexford 


7 25 


Supplementary 


1,886 80 


84 96 


12,608 88 


Total 


$580,260 28 


$421,971 29 


$182,095 97 


$28,580 47 


$1,884,079 08 







PDBLIO larSTBUCnON. 



ABSTRACTS OF FINANCIAL RBPOBTB BY COUNTIES, FOB 
1878. 

RECEIPTS. 
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ABSTRACTS OF FINANCIAL REPORTS— Receipts— Continued. 



COUNTIES. 



Oakland 

Oceana 

Ontonagon 

Osceola 

Ottawa 

FreBqaelsle..., 

Saginaw. 

Sanilac 

Schoolcraft 

Shift was>8ee 

St. Clair 

St. Joseph 

Toscola 

Van Baren 

Washtenaw 

Wayne 

Wexford 

Sapplementary 



Total 



OB 



«> 






$24,700 61 

6,180 45 

879 69 

2.050 96 

17,794 01 

584 86 

9,581 10 

4,002 81 



10,888 08 

11,477 89 

17,140 06 

7,006 07 

18,898 61 

25,689 54 

41,801 17 

76 88 

288 44 



$598,680 90 



t» 

o 

Q 

e 
o 

H 

08 



$224 97 

'""5t)'l9' 
1,006 78 



8 68 
725 60 



80 02 

1,088 14 

616 07 

120 88 

1.178 97 

172 27 

64 67 

"'44'98" 



$28,678 65 



08 . 
go 

r 



$7,782 24 

2,S92 60 

16 98 

2,868 04 

6,158 11 

8,040 00 

11,052 04 

8,661 45 

1,77» 06 

2,714 68 

6,829 05 

6,778 49 

2.118 82 

12.188 07 

28,889 48 

57,939 84 

486 60 

918 77 



$485,717 17 



to 
o 

s o 



2 

o 



$124,828 76 

26,445 18 

9,962 60 

9,802 87 

81,861 08 

8,878 68 

169,710 76 

85.827.80 

2.009 85 

mjmn 

86.866 21 

S{t,6e6 70 

85,741 21 

84,187.84 

181,220 26 

884,796 56 

1.186 86 

18 607 16 



$8,668,479 08 



2n 



PUBLIC INSTBUOnON. 



ABSTRACTS OP FINANCIAL REPORTS BY COUNTIES, FOR 

1872. 

KXFENDITUBES. 



COUNTIES. 



Alcona 

Allegan 

Alpena 

Antrim.......... 

Barry 

Bay 

Benzie 

Berrien , 

Branch 

Calhonn 

CaBs , 

Charlevoix 

Cheboygan 

Chippewa 

Clare 

Clinton , 

Delta 

Eaton 

Bmmet 

Oenesee 

Orftnd Traverse. 

Gratiot 

Hillsdale 

Hoaghton 

Huron 

Ingham 

Ionia 

Iosco 

Isabella 

Jackson 

Kalamazoo 

Kalkaska 

Kent 

Keweenaw 

Lake 

Lapeer 

Leelanaw 

Lenawee 

LivlDfi^ston 

Mackinac 

Macomb 

Manistee 

Manitoa 

Marquette 

Mason 

Mecosta 

Menominee 

Midland 

Missaukee 

Monroe 

Montcalm 

Muskegon 

Newaygo 



b 
g 

2 



$690 00 
19,187 06 

2,100 00 

1,188 00 
11,084 82 
10.482 00 

1,285 46 
19,540 46 
10,864 22 
17,460 88 
17,621 20 
6^ W 

2,886 00 
800 00 



10,492 18 
1,882 50 

12,422 48 
276 66 

19,178 06 
2.891 70 
6,869 86 

17,626 81 
8,668 80 
2,826 00 

12.849 42 

17,880 18 
8,146 66 
8.468 74 

21,792 61 

18,904 66 
76 00 

26,878 71 

4,616 00 

894 00 

11,467 06 
1,816 00 

28,709 86 

18,128 90 
1.476 00 

14,860 99 

1,610 76 

96 00 

9,686 46 

2,184 86 

4,010 20 

660 00 

966 14 



9,821 78 
6,486 00 
6,882 78 
4,078 16 



.d 

CO 

H 
« 

s 

fiS 






$1,284 64 

25,888 19 

8,680 00 

1,589 64 

16,688 40 

19,220 88 

1,512 62 

29,688 62 

19,852 61 

87,686 06 

14,786 49 

6S8 80 

786 76 

378 75 

819 00 

17,086 66 

1,627 66 

20,488 84 



26,242 96 

4,928 22 

9,168 81 
22,715 49 
12,697 60 

6,410 91 
28,210 69 
18,889 14 

2,854 75 

8,786 62 

86,456 04 

29,218 44 

858 00 

45,948 60 

6C8'00 

408 72 

18,9 6 67 

2,887 06 

87,946 08 

16,207 86 

810 00 

19,659 98 

1,867 48 

400 00 

19,050 00 

2,088 82 

8.868 

1,005 

4,626 
24 

14,498 46 
16,689 12 
i5,947 46 

7,866 11 



27 
88 
50 
00 



a 
p 

OS 



$1,291 20 

18,245 78 

998 24 

1.002 90 

6.266 75 

7,618 88 

479 19 

47,782 72 

10,127 69 

81,928 86 

6,580 66 

898 96 

860 49 

156 88 

266 00 

18,048 66 

1,705 18 

17,801 18 

20 00 

8.846 67 

828 02 

4,268 02 

18,160 21 

812 08 

8,586 26 

10,486 98 

6,987 98 

601 46 

4,448 84 

11,782 17 

17,604 14 

889 84 

47,706 77 

166 82 

851 69 

7.591 00 

1,008 41 

15,610 84 

7,050 76 

6P9 58 

4,199 54 

569 87 

68 77 

7,756 86 

606 80 

6,407 06 

1,181 98 

12,170 08 



11,528 IS 
7,676 17 

15,874 01 
4,287 98 



o 
o . 

CO 



S. 



a 
Pi 



$646 48 
16,661 88 

7,81 T 86 
268 48 

9,914 76 
24,440 61 

669 or 

28,077 41 
11,826 28 
64,006 66 

6,974 47 
280 68 

1,780 18 

'""l67'89 

14,018 84 

828 41 

12,706 68 

i4,io4"27 

1,079 08 

8,288 84 

18,100 21 

8,747 27 

8,782 01 

11,774 66 

12,966 81 

8,688 88 

1,260 64 

18.776 86 

14,191 41 

101 84 

41,684 72 

997 67 

184 18 

9,260 48 

1,076 94 

62.261 78 

9,984 88 

880 48 

8,904 96 

946 09 

80 66 

18,006 19 

2,262 86 

6,828 46 

1,807 17 

2,620 09 



6.098 18 

9,700 90 

10,889 27 

8,719 99 
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ABSTRACTS OP FINANCIAL REPORTS— Continued. 

EXPBNDITUKBS. 



C0XJNTIE8. 



Oakland 

Oceana 

Ontonagon 

Osceola 

Ottawa 

Presque Isle 

Saginaw 

Sanilac 

Schoolcraft 

Shiawassee 

St. Clair , 

St. Joseph 

Tnscola 

Van Bnren 

Washtenaw 

Wayne 

Wexford 

Sapidementary « 

Total 
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•O 
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es 
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OS 
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Ph 


Pi 


fa 


$81,991 72 


$82,268 26 


$19,298 94 


$27,692 85 


6,204 66 


6,978 28 


6.066 60 


2,866 86 


2,946 00 


2.887 00 


801 86 


1,226 85 


1,610 18 


2,298 92 


2.916 64 


1,9 4 9T 


18,966 66 


22,217 89 


16,476 64 


16,779 41 


611 75 




1,666 92 


1,188 85 


21,029 02 


87,091 08 


84,848 01 


29,848 89 


7,111 00 


10,719 62 


7,899 09 


8,842 66 


625 00 




666 00 
8,161 68 




11,748 16 


17.776 08 


14.969 71 


14,891 90 


28.878 87 


16,700 91 


16.999 81 


20,467 80 


24.466 94 


9,061 89 


19.107 15 


8,222 68 


11,816 97 


6.790 10 


4.168 80 


17,687 87 


25.629 46 


16,622 47 


18.680 81 


28,742 17 


89.808 86 


28,040 82 


86,606 98 


86,812 76 


100.601 08 


66,968 76 


68,822 48 


214 00 


616 90 


282 00 


151 50 


2,192 60 


6,494 97 


420 17 


6,787 67 


$689,401 18 


$1,010,087 68 


$625,tt48 61 


$746,258 65 



PrBLIC INSTEnOTIOK. 



BXPEintmrKEa. 



CODNTiBS. 
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08,899 81 
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ABSTRACTS OP FINANCIAL REPORTS— Continued. 

EXPENDITURES. 



COUNTIES. 



Oakland 

Oceana 

Ontonafi^oD 

Oeeeola 

Ottawa 

Presque Isle.-. 

Saginaw 

Sanilac 

Schoolcraft 

Shiawassee 

St. Clair 

St. Joseph 

Tuscola 

Van Bnren 

Washtenaw 

Wayne 

Wexford 

Supplementary. 

Total 




$14,008 45 

5,116 19 

2,601 89 

14)82 08 

7,255 45 

511 51 

87,566 80 

6,205 92 

898 15 

5."! 20 22 

10,882 29 

10,725 81 

6,628 56 

10,828 70 

8,247 24 

124,718 75 

21 96 

2,686 98 



$560,221 99 



SiSl 

■3 5: «=* fl 



$124,828 76 

26,445 18 

9,962 60 

9.802 87 

81,861 08 

8.878 58 

159.710 76 

85,827 80 

2,009 85 

58.292 16 

86,865 21 

88,528 70 

85,741 21 

84.187 84 

181,229 26 

834.796 55 

1,186 36 

18,697 16 



•M ■( oo 



$14,287 94 
2,480 86 

"'6,668'o6 

48,168 60 

8,200 00 

61,258 15 

8,864 44 

180 25 

48,671 18 

89.498 19 

26,565 87 

5,498 66 

18,651 92 

67,927 70 

87,091 67 

6 00 

88 78 



$8,568,479 08 $1,284,686 85 



PUBLIC IHSXBCCHOll. 



ABSTRACTS OP SCHOOL INSPECTORS' REPORTS BY CODH- 
TIBS, FOB 1872. 
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ABSTRACT OF BCHOOL INSPECTORS' REPORTS— CONTnniBD. 
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